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6. Mesha, king, r. early to mid-9th century, 2 Kings 3:4-27, in the
Mesha Inscription, which he caused to be written, lines 1-2;
Dearman, Studies, pp. 97, 100-101; /BP, pp. 95-108, 238; “Sixteen,” p.

43.
27-4:3 dgla 2 a5 gl AN Ay b dllal) e
(P A (B i 9 ) e (T
lines 1-2; Dearman, Studies, pp. 97, 100-101;
IBP, pp. 95-108, 238;

“Sixteen,” p. 43.
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Plate 1. Two Photographs Showing the Inscription on the Bir-Hadad Stele.
(Courtesy of Jean Starckey)
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TRANSLITERATION

(Albright 1942:23-29)
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TEXT

TRANSLATION
(Adapted from Black

1958:239)

The monument which
Bar—-Hadad, son of Tab-

Rimmon,

son of Hadyan, king of

Aram, set up for


http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#A
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#B
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#Bar
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#Tab
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#Tab
http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#Ar

3 his lord, Melgart. He

mik 'rm . Imr'h Imiqgr vowed (this) to him,

4 | and he listened to his

t.zy nzr . lh wsm'. Iql voice.

Cross, Frank Moore. 'The Stele Dedicated to Melcarth by Ben—Hadad."
Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 205 (1972) 36-

42.

Reinhold, Gotthard G. G. 'The Bir—-Hadad Stele and the Biblical Kings

of Aram.' Andrews University Seminary Studies 24 (1986) 115-26.
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7. Hadadezer, king, r. early 9th century to 844/842, 1 Kings 22:3,
etc., in Assyrian inscriptions of Shalmaneser Ill and also, | am convinced,
in the Melqart stele. The Hebrew Bible does not name him, referring to him
only as “the King of Aram” in 1 Kings 22:3, 31; 2 Kings chapter 5, 6:8-23.
We find out this king’s full name in some contemporaneous inscriptions of
Shalmaneser lll, king of Assyria (r. 858-824), such as the Black Obelisk
(Raging Torrent, pp. 22-24). At Kurkh, a monolith by Shalmaneser ll|
states that at the battle of Qargar (853 B.C.E.), he defeated “Adad—idri
[the Assyrian way of saying Hadadezer] the Damascene,” along with “Ahab
the Israelite” and other kings (Raging Torrent, p. 14; RIMA 3, p. 23,
A.0.102.2, col. ii, lines 89b-92). “Hadadezer the Damascene” is also
mentioned in an engraving on a statue of Shalmaneser Il at Assur (RIMA
3, p- 118, A.0.102.40, col. i, line 14). The same statue engraving later
mentions both Hadadezer and Hazael together (RlMA 3, p. 118, col. i,
lines 25-26) in a topical arrangement of worst enemies defeated that is not
necessarily chronological.

On the long—disputed readings of the Melqart stele, which was discovered
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in Syria in 1939, see “Corrections,” pp. 69—85, which follows the closely
allied readings of Frank Moore Cross and Gotthard G. G. Reinhold. Those
readings, later included in “Sixteen,” pp. 47-48, correct the earlier absence
of this Hadadezer in /BP (notably on p. 237, where he is not to be
confused with the tenth—century Hadadezer, son of Rehob and king of

Zobahy
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Raging Torrent, pp. 22-24

989 o) A anly a3h 8 a (3853 S8 e e Job G jalialdy qual A B

A dglag i) QAT pa Bdad) e s Jal Al )
Raging Torrent, p. 14;
RIMA 3, p. 23, A.0.102.2,

col. ii, lines 89b-92
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RIMA 3, p. 118, A.0.102.40,
col. i, line 14
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RIMA 3, p. 118,
col. i, lines 25-26
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8. Ben—hadad, son of Hadadezer, r. or served as co-regent 844/842,

2 Kings 6:24, etc., in the Melqart stele, following the readings of Frank

Moore Cross and Gotthard G. G. Reinhold and Cross’s 2003 criticisms of
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a different reading that now appears in COS, vol. 2, pp. 152-153
(“Corrections,” pp. 69-85). Several kings of Damascus bore the name
Bar-hadad (in their native Aramaic, which is translated as Ben—hadad in
the Hebrew Bible), which suggests adoption as “son” by the patron deity
Hadad. This designation might indicate that he was the crown prince
and/or co-regent with his father Hadadezer. It seems likely that Bar—
hadad/Ben—hadad was his father’s immediate successor as king, as seems
to be implied by the military policy reversal between 2 Kings 6:3-23 and
6:24. It was this Ben—Hadad, the son of Hadadezer, whom Hazael
assassinated in 2 Kings 8:7-15 (quoted in Raging Torrent, p. 25). The
mistaken disqualification of this biblical identification in the Melgart stele
in /BP, p. 237, is revised to a strong identification in that stele in
“Corrections,” pp. 69-85; “Sixteen,” p. 47.

24 :6 dsla 2 ;842 ~844 e lua HLS dle i 28 o) 3¢
b Al Be ) 11 2003 Aiu Mgy gy @se ik e Al leld) cylila dagl 8
COS, vol. 2, pp. 152-153

“Corrections,” pp. 69-85
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quoted in Raging Torrent, p. 25
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Corrections,” pp. 69-85; “Sixteen,” p. 47.
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9. Hazael, king, r. 844/842-ca. 800, 1 Kings 19:15, 2 Kings 8:8, etc.,
is documented in four kinds of inscriptions: 1) The inscriptions of
Shalmaneser Il call him “Hazael of Damascus” (Raging Torrent, pp. 23~
26, 28), for example the inscription on the Kurbail Statue (RIMA 3, p. 60,
line 21). He is also referred to in 2) the Zakkur stele from near Aleppo, in
what is now Syria, and in 3) bridle inscriptions, i.e., two inscribed horse

blinders and a horse frontlet discovered on Greek islands, and in 4)


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note14

inscribed ivories seized as Assyrian war booty (Raging Torrent, p. 35). All
are treated in /BP, pp. 238-239, and listed in “Sixteen,” p. 44. Cf.
“Corrections,” pp. 101-103.

Wty 8 :8 dsla2915:19 dsla 1 25800 N 842\844 (e llal) Juija
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Raging Torrent, pp. 23-26, 28
S AR JUal) S Ao
RIMA 3, p. 60, line 21
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Raging Torrent, p. 35
IBP, pp. 238-239,
“Sixteen,” p. 44. Cf.

“Corrections,” pp. 101-103.
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10. Ben—-hadad, son of Hazael, king, r. early 8th century, 2 Kings
13:3, etc., in the Zakkur stele from near Aleppo. In lines 4-5, it calls him
“Bar—hadad, son of Hazael, the king of Aram” (/BP, p. 240; “Sixteen,” p.
44; Raging Torrent, p. 38; ANET, p. 655: COS, vol. 2, p. 155). On the
possibility of Ben—hadad, son of Hazael, being the “Mari” in Assyrian
inscriptions, see Raging Torrent, pp. 35-36.
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S

Bact alen T ale s A et

l am Zakkur, king of Hamath and Luash . . . Bar-Hadad, son of
Hazael, king of Aram, united against me seventeen kings . . .all these
kings laid siege to Hazrach . . . Baalshamayn said to me, 'Do nof be
afraid! . . .l will save you from all [these kings who] have besieged

youl/



Scoftt B. Noegel, The Zakkur Inscription. In: Mark W. Chavalas, ed.
The Ancient Near East: Historical Sources in Translation. London:

Blackwell (2006), 307-311.
IBP, p. 240;
“Sixteen,” p. 44;
Raging Torrent, p. 38;
ANET, p. 655:
COS, vol. 2, p. 155
A e AR 8 e s Jiis ol 43 o Adlata) Lias

Raging Torrent, pp. 35-36

)
gé KT QA..@J

26 12 16515 Ja2 (usial) Qlisl) AN Lo 33 5udld Culisd el gl Cilids)

"t g s la Jgda' olina el Al


http://drghaly.com/articles/display/13303

Omay pall 1gen dla Jlal ol B .(37 :15 Ja2) -3 738 L isa al)) dlgla s
o La 1085 (95 :16 Ja 2) Suidd gt jlaal ailiy gl ) duag Juilpad) dllle p88 )
Ga GSad sl dlla BN el Gulity Sla) aaiid Ay (12 :9-1 17 GA)) Ladl 4 L
adl sda ) judy L 4y 9V SEY) B9 .(9-7 116 Sa 2) Omay B

11. Rezin (= Rahianu), king, r. mid—8th century to 732, 2 Kings
15:37, etc., in the inscriptions of Tiglath—pileser IlI, king of Assyria (in
these inscriptions, Raging Torrent records frequent mention of Rezin in pp.
51-78); OROT, p. 14. Inscriptions of Tiglath—pileser Il refer to “Rezin”
several times, “Rezin of Damascus” in Annal 13, line 10 (/7F, pp. 68-69),
and “the dynasty of Rezin of Damascus” in Annal 23, line 13 (/TP, pp. 80—
81). Tiglath—pileser IlI’s stele from Iran contains an explicit reference to
Rezin as king of Damascus in column Ill, the right side, A: “[line 1] The
kings of the land of Hatti (and of) the Aramaeans of the western seashore .
. . [line 4] Rezin of Damascus” (/7F, pp. 106-107).

Want more on Biblical figures? Read Lawrence Mykytiuk’s feature

article “Did Jesus Exist? Searching for Evidence Beyond the Bible” in
the January/February 2015 issue of BAR. The article is available for free

with voluminous endnotes in Bible History Daily.


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note16
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note16
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/jesus-historical-jesus/did-jesus-exist/
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Slab A (Layard, MS A, fol.
115-116
Inscription 23 (col. )
* The battle against Aram
* The siege of Damascus
(which does not end
this year)
* The submission
of Aramean cifies
amongst which are the
home of the
dynasty of Rezin
* The submission of 591

cities
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Slab B (Layard, MS A, fol.

69)

* [The battle against Aram

* [ The siege of Damascus
(which does not end
this year)]
* [ The submission
of Arameancities
amongst which are the
home of the

dynasty of Rezir|

* [ The submission of 591

cities
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