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12. Omri, king, r. 884-873, 1 Kings 16:16, etc., in Assyrian inscriptions
and in the Mesha Inscription. Because he founded a famous dynasty which
ruled the northern kingdom of Israel, the Assyrians refer not only to him as
a king of Israel (ANET, pp. 280, 281), but also to the later rulers of that
territory as kings of “the house of Omri” and that territory itself literally as

“the house of Omri” (Raging Torrent, pp. 34, 35; ANET, pp. 284, 285).


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note17

Many a later king of Israel who was not his descendant, beginning with
Jehu, was called “the son of Omri” (Raging Torrent, p. 18). The Mesha
Inscription also refers to Omri as “the king of Israel” in lines 4-5, 7
(Dearman, Studies, pp. 97, 100-101; COS, vol. 2, p. 137; /BP, pp. 108-
110, 216; “Sixteen,” p. 43.
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COS, vol. 2, p. 137;
/IBP, pp. 108-110, 216;

“Sixteen,” p. 43
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13. Ahab, king, r. 873-852, 1 Kings 16:28, etc., in the Kurkh Monolith
by his enemy, Shalmaneser Ill of Assyria. There, referring to the battle of
Qargar (853 B.C.E.), Shalmaneser calls him “Ahab the Israelite” (Raging
Torrent, pp. 14, 18-19; RIMA 3, p. 23, A.0.102.2, col. 2, lines 91—

92; ANET, p. 279; COS, vol. 2, p. 263).
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The British Museum describes the image as follows:

The English translation of the end of the Shalmaneser Il monolith is as

follows:

Year 6 (Col. I, 78-102)



611. Karkar, his royal city, | destroyed, | devastated, | burned with fire.
1,200 chariots, 1,200 cavalry, 20,000 soldiers, of Hadad—-ezer, of Aram (?
Damascus); 700 chariots, 700 cavalry, 10,000* soldiers of Irhuléni of
Hamath, 2,000 chariots, 10,000 soldiers of Ahab, the Israelite, 500 soldiers
of the Gueans, 1,000 soldiers of the Musreans, 10 chariots, 10,000
soldiers of the Irkanateans, 200 soldiers of Matinuba'il, the Arvadite, 200
soldiers of the Usanateans, 3() chariots, [ ],000 soldiers of Adunu-ba'il, the
Shianean, 1,000 camels of Gindibu', the Arabian, [ ],000 soldiers [of] Ba'sa,
son of Ruhubi, the Ammonite, — these twelve kings he brought to his
support; to offer battle and fight, they came against me. (Trusting) in the
exalted might which Assur, the lord, had given (me), in the mighty
weapons, which Nergal, who goes before me, had presented (to me), I
battled with them. From Karkar, as far as the city of Gilzau, | routed them.
14,000 of their warriors | slew with the sword. Like Adad, | rained
destruction upon them. | scattered their corpses far and wide, (and)
covered (/i.., filled) the face of the desolate plain with their widespreading
armies. With (my) weapons | made their blood to flow down the valleys(?)

of the land. The plain was too small to let their bodies fall, the wide



countryside was used up in burying them. With their bodies | spanned the
Arantu (Orotes) as with a bridge(?). In that battle | took from them their

chariots, their cavalry, their horses, broken to the yoke. (*Possibly 20,000).
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Jehu King of Israel son of Jehoshaphat son of Nimshi (or Jehu's
ambassador) bows before Shalmaneser lll of Assyria, details from the
black obelisk, from Nimrud (circa 827 BC) in the British Museum

(London)

14. Jehu, king, r. 842/841-815/814, 1 Kings 19:16, etc., in
inscriptions of Shalmaneser lll. In these, “son” means nothing more than

that he is the successor, in this instance, of Omri (Raging Torrent, p. 20
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under “Ba’asha . . . " and p. 26). A long version of Shalmaneser III’s
annals on a stone tablet in the outer wall of the city of ASSur refers to Jehu
in col. 4, line 11, as “Jehu, son of Omri” (Raging Torrent, p. 28; RIMA 3,
p. 54, A.0.102.10, col. 4, line 11; cf. ANET, p. 280, the parallel “fragment
of an annalistic text”). Also, on the Kurba’il Statue, lines 29-30 refer to
“Jehu, son of Omri” (RIMA 3, p. 60, A.0.102.12, lines 29-30).

In Shalmaneser |lI’s Black Obelisk, current scholarship regards the notation
over relief B, depicting payment of tribute from Israel, as referring to “Jehu,
son of Omri” (Raging Torrent, p. 23; RIMA 3, p. 149, A.0. 102.88), but cf.
P. Kyle McCarter, Jr., ““Yaw, Son of ‘Omri’: A Philological Note on
Israelite Chronology,” Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental
Research 216 (1974): pp. 5-7.
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Raging Torrent, p. 20 under “Ba’asha . . . ” and p. 26
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RIMA 3, p. 54, A.0.102.10, col. 4, line 11; cf.
ANET, p. 280,
6 () AL g 30 :29 Jhal) LS qual B La
iy Qilpmad o Ada g Ciaag! dagli Alla cliafyd G pualialdd g agud) dagll) B
e O sl )

Raging Torrent, p. 23;

RIMA 3, p. 149, A.0. 102.88
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15. Joash (= Jehoash), king, r. 805-790, 2 Kings 13:9, etc., in the
Tell al-Rimal inscription of Adad—-Nirari ll, king of Assyria (r. 810-783),
which mentions “the tribute of Joash [= lu’asu] the Samarian” (Stephanie
Page, “A Stela of Adad-Nirari Il and Nergal-Eres from Tell Al

Rimah,” /rag 30 [1968]: pp. 142-145, line 8, Pl. 38-41; RIMA 3, p. 211,
line 8 of A.0.104.7; Raging Torrent, pp. 39-41).
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Stephanie Page, “A Stela of Adad—Nirari lll and Nergal-Eres from Tell

Al Rimah,” /raq 30 [1968]: pp. 142-145, line 8, Pl. 38-41;

RIMA 3, p. 211, line 8 of A.0.104.7;

Raging Torrent, pp. 39-41
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Omri Stela of Adad—nirari lll 796 BC

“Adad-—nirari [lll], ... great king of Assyria ... by Ashur, his lord; who

has made submit to his feet the princes within the four rims of the



earth; conquering ... the Hittites, Amurru, Tyre, Sidon, Palestine
[Philistines] [Joash of] Israel [lit. Omri], Edom, ... submit to my feet,
imposing tribute ... king Mari [Ben—-Hadad-Ill] of Damascus |
received 2,300 talents of silver, 2( talents of gold, 5,000 talents of
iron, garments of linen with multicolored trimmings, a bed (inlaid)
with ivory, a couch mounted and inlaid with ivory...” (Omri-land

Stela from CaIah/Nimrod of Adad—nirari lll, 796 BC)
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16. Jeroboam II, king, r. 790-750/749, 2 Kings 13:13, etc., in the seal
of his royal servant Shema, discovered at Megiddo (WSS, p. 49 no.
2; IBP, pp. 133-139, 217; “Sixteen,” p. 46).
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WSS, p. 49 no. 2; /BP, pp. 133-139, 217;

“Sixteen,” p. 46
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17. Menahem, king, r. 749-738, 2 Kings 15:14, etc., in the Calah
Annals of Tiglath—pileser Ill. Annal 13, line 10 refers to “Menahem of
Samaria” in a list of kings who paid tribute (/77 pp. 68-69, PI. IX).
Tiglath—pileser lII’s stele from Iran, his only known stele, refers explicitly to
Menahem as king of Samaria in column lll, the right side, A: “[line 1] The
kings of the land of Hatti (and of) the Aramaeans of the western seashore .
. . [line 5] Menahem of Samaria.” (/7F, pp. 106-107). See also Raging
Torrent, pp. 51, 52, 54, 55, 59; ANET, p. 283.
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1TP. pp. 6869, PI. IX
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TP, pp. 106-107 |

3 Raging Torrent, pp 51, 527 54, 55, 59,

_ANET, p. 283.
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As to Hanno of Gaza (Ha—a—nu—ti—nu "’Ha—az—za—at—a—a) who had

fled before my army and run away to Egypt, [| conquered] the town of
Gaza,...his personal property, his images...[and | placed (?)] (the
images of) my [...gods] and my royal image in his own palace and
declared (them) to be (thenceforward) the gods of their country. |
imposed upon th[em tribute]. [As for Menahem | ov]erwhelmed him
[like a snowstorm] and he fled like a bird, alone, [and bowed to my
feet(?)]. | returned him to his place [and imposed tribute upon him, to

wit:] gold, silver, linen garments with multicolored



trimmings,...great...[l re]ceived from him. Israel (lit.: 'Omri-

Land" Bit Humria)...all its inhabitants (and) their king Pekah (Pa-qa-
ha) and | placed Hoshea (A-u-si-)) as king over them. | received from
them 10 talents of gold, 1,000(?) talents of silver as their [tri]bute and

brought them to Assyria.
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Ja2) il o Agialy B8 AL op adigs JB a5 730 A Ay (13 —1 :7 il
L Gpie A3 Jad) gpml) pall) Jaayg . pudld Culad 4 jaay @lld Jab sy (30 :15
s 738 A il o 0lS (4B sal) anada Laly (27 15 Ja 2) Bpalad) B Sl
QUisl) plale gy Anleg (19 :15 Ja2) (Bilu Jo8) Calil) ,udld ulas ella ¢ L) cllig
Ldad Oaenaddly 400N i) A ddghg i dlla 3,8 A dli B gyl alSl) o) (uaiiall
S8 G 33 s Gilig 27 115 Ja 2) 'L (e Spabuad) B .. ella 3ggy clla
Ja 2) maladall aa s 13 olS A3l L Bpaliadl B Bl oda IS dlla A8 o Y (Le
sl a3 749 Aiu Julallg slals ek B odgil el o 068 o)f Jaiaal) ¢y (25 :15
cania dle (e Y acdll o U Adhalus Jo Badla by AL alaay Cige (38 o) Gl
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(- 730 —734) Al sl 139 (Lyse ) Lie dlla G Guuaddly 4G
18. Pekah, king, r. 750(?)-732/731, 2 Kings 15:25, etc., in the
inscriptions of Tiglath—pileser Ill. Among various references to “Pekah,” the
most explicit concerns the replacement of Pekah in Summary Inscription 4,
lines 15—17: “[line 15] . . . The land of Bit-Humria . . . . [line 17] Pegah,
their king [I/they Killed] and | installed Hoshea [line 18] [as king] over them”
(/TP, pp. 140-141; Raging Torrent, pp. 66—67).

opis 25 115 dgla 2,5 731 N 750 o el (i) s
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a3t dlas 18 audl)
ITP, pp. 140-141;

Raging Torrent, pp. 66—67
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“Israel (litearlly, Omri-land Bit-Humria)... All its inhabitants (and)
their possessions | led toAssyria. They overthrew their king Pekah

and | placed Hoshea as king over them. | received from them 10



talents of gold, 1,000 (?) talents of silver as their [tri]bute and

brought them to Assyria
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19. Hoshea, king, r. 732/731-722, 2 Kings 15:30, etc., in Tiglath—
pileser’s Summary Inscription 4, described in preceding note 18, where
Hoshea is mentioned as Pekah’s immediate successor.
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20. Sanballat “I”, governor of Samaria under Persian rule, ca. mid—
fifth century, Nehemiah 2:10, etc., in a letter among the papyri from the
Jewish community at Elephantine in Egypt (A. E. Cowley, ed., Aramaic
Papyri of the Fifth Century B.C. (Oxford: Clarendon, 1923; reprinted
Osnabruck, Germany: Zeller, 1967), p. 114 English translation of line 29,
and p. 118 note regarding line 29; ANET, p. 492.

Also, the reference to “[ ]ballat,” most likely Sanballat, in Wadi Daliyeh

bulla WD 22 appears to refer to the biblical Sanballat as the father of a
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governor of Samaria who succeeded him in the first half of the fourth
century. As Jan DuSek shows, it cannot be demonstrated that any
Sanballat Il and Ill existed, which is the reason for the present article’s

“I”

quotation marks around the “I” in Sanballat “I”; see Jan Dusek,
“Archaeology and Texts in the Persian Period: Focus on Sanballat,” in
Martti Nissinen, ed., Congress Volume: Helsinki 2010 (Boston: Brill. 2012),
pp. 117-132.

10 :2 Laad Ay (waldd) ¢ jil) chaliin (uyld olaber cial 4y g aSla 1 Jalii
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A. E. Cowley, ed., Aramaic Papyri of the Fifth Century B.C. (Oxford:
Clarendon, 1923; reprinted Osnabruck, Germany: Zeller, 1967, p. 114

English translation of line 29, and p. 118 note regarding line

29; ANET, p. 492.
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Jan Dusek, “Archaeology and Texts in the Persian Period: Focus on
Sanballat,” in Martti Nissinen, ed., Congress Volume: Helsinki

2010 (Boston: Brill. 2012), pp. 117-132.
Cudlall lisl) A La o)) ) Y ale PRI R ‘_,a dsls dlile Al sl ghg
Aiipa i) g8 andd) V3gh . (puSal) Gunly s
Record of Christian Work Volume 15 —Alexander McConnell, William
Revell Moody, Arthur Percy Fitt — 1896 p 157 '"Verse 10. Sanballat

means, overseer of tbe army. Probably Nehemiah called upon him at

Shechem (oh. Iv. 2),
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Comment on 'Petition to Bagoas' (Elephantine Papyri), by Jim Reilly

in his book Nebuchadnezzar & the Egyptian Exile From website

www.kent.net. Retrieved 18 July 2010.
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Merrill Unger, Unger's Bible Handbook, p.260
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