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41. Merodach-baladan Il (=Marduk-apla-idinna Il), king, r. 721-710
and 703, 2 Kings 20:12, etc., in the inscriptions of Sennacherib and the
Neo-Babylonian Chronicles (Raging Torrent, pp. 111, 174, 178-179, 182—
183. For Sennacherib’s account of his first campaign, which was against
Merodach—baladan I, see COS, vol. 2, pp. 300-302. For the Neo—
Babylonian Chronicle series, Chronicle 1, i, 33—-42, see ANEHST, pp. 408—
409. This king is also included in the Babylonian King List A (ANET, p.
271), and the latter part of his name remains in the reference to him in the
Synchronistic King List (ANE7Z pp. 271—272), on which see ABC, pp. 226,

237.
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Merodach—-Baladan, King of Babylon, enfeoffs (makes a legal
agreement with) a vassal. From the original in the Altes Museum,
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42. Nebuchadnezzar Il, king, r. 604-562, 2 Kings 24:1, etc., in many
cuneiform tablets, including his own inscriptions. See Raging Torrent, pp.
220-223; COS, vol. 2, pp. 308-310; ANET, pp. 221, 307-311; ABC, p.
232. The Neo-Babylonian Chronicle series refers to him in Chronicles 4
and 5 (ANEHST, pp. 415, 416-417, respectively). Chronicle 5, reverse,
lines 11-13, briefly refers to his conquest of Jerusalem (“the city of Judah™)
in 597 by defeating “its king” (Jehoiachin), as well as his appointment of “a
king of his own choosing” (Zedekiah) as king of Judah.
o8y 1 :24 dgla 2 35562 1) 604 (1o 11 paidigs
Adghi Jadi Afiga cilagl A
Raging Torrent, pp. 220-223;
COS, vol. 2, pp. 308-310;
ANET, pp. 221, 307-311;
ABC, p. 232.
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43. Nebo-sarsekim, chief official of Nebuchadnezzar I, fl. early 6th
century, Jeremiah 39:3, in a cuneiform inscription on Babylonian clay
tablet BM 114789 (1920-12-13, 81), dated to 595 B.C.E. The time

reference in Jeremiah 39:3 is very close, to the year 586. Since it is
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extremely unlikely that two individuals having precisely the same personal
name would have been, in turn, the sole holders of precisely this unique
position within a decade of each other, it is safe to assume that the
inscription and the book of Jeremiah refer to the same person in different
years of his time in office. In July 2007 in the British Museum, Austrian
researcher Michael Jursa discovered this Babylonian reference to the
biblical “Nebo—sarsekim, the Rab—saris” (rab Sa-resi, meaning “chief
official”) of Nebuchadnezzar Il (r. 604-562). Jursa identified this official in
his article, “Nabu—-Sarrtissu—ukin, rab sa—resi, und ‘Nebusarsekim’ (Jer.
39:3),” Nouvelles Assyriologiques Breves et Utilitaires2008/1 (March): pp.
9-10 (in German). See also Bob Becking, “Identity of Nabusharrussu-ukin,
the Chamberlain: An Epigraphic Note on Jeremiah 39,3. With an Appendix
on the Nebu(!)sarsekim Tablet by Henry Stadhouders,” Biblische

Notizen NF 140 (2009): pp. 35-46; “Corrections,” pp. 121-124; “Sixteen,”
p. 47 n. 31. On the correct translation of rab sa—resi (and three older,
published instances of it having been incorrect translated as rab sagé),

see /TP, p. 171 n. 16.
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Nouvelles Assyriologiques Breves et Utilitaires2008/1 (March): pp. 9-

10 (in German).

Bob Becking, “ldentity of Nabusharrussu-ukin, the Chamberlain: An
Epigraphic Note on Jeremiah 39,3. With an Appendix on the
Nebu(!)sarsekim Tablet by Henry Stadhouders,” Biblische Notizen NF

140 (2009): pp- 35-46;
“Corrections,” pp. 121-124;
“Sixteen,” p. 47 n. 31.
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44. Nergal-sharezer (= Nergal-sharusur the Sin-magir = Nergal-
sarru-usur the simmagir), officer of Nebuchadnezzar II, early sixth
century, Jeremiah 39:3, in a Babylonian cuneiform inscription known as
Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (column 3 of prism ES 7834, in the Istanbul
Archaeological Museum). See ANET, pp. 307-308; Rocio Da Riva,
“Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (ES 7834): A New Edition,” Zeitschrift fiir
Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische Archéologie, vol. 103, no. 2 (2013):
204, Group 3.
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ANET, pp. 307-308;

Rocio Da Riva, “Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (ES 7834): A New
Edition,” Zeitschrift fir Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische

Archéologie, vol. 103, no. 2 (2013): 204, Group 3.
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45. Nebuzaradan (= Nabuzeriddinam = Nabu-zer-iddin),
a chief officer of Nebuchadnezzar Il, early sixth century, 2 Kings 25:8,
etc. & Jeremiah 39:9, etc., in a Babylonian cuneiform inscription known
as Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (column 3, line 36 of prism ES 7834, in the
Istanbul Archaeological Museum). See ANET, p. 307; Rocio Da Riva,
“Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (ES 7834): A New Edition,” Zeitschrift fir
Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische Archéologie, vol. 103, no. 2 (2013):
202, Group 1.
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column 3, line 36 of prism ES 7834, in the Istanbul Archaeological

Museum
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Rocio Da Riva, “Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (ES 7834):

A New Edition,” Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische

Archéologie, vol. 103, no. 2 (2013): 202, Group 1.
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46. Evil-merodach (= Awel Marduk, = Amel Marduk), king, r. 561-
560, 2 Kings 25:27, etc., in various inscriptions (ANET, p. 309; OROT,
pp. 15, 504 n. 23). See especially Ronald H. Sack, Ame/-Marduk: 562~
560 B.C.; A Study Based on Cuneiform, Old Testament, Greek, Latin and
Rabbinical Sources (Alter Orient und Altes Testament, no. 4; Kevelaer,
Butzon & Bercker, and Neukirchen-Viuyn, Neukirchener, 1972).
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OROT, pp. 15, 504 n. 23

Ronald H. Sack, Ame/-Marduk: 562-560 B.C.; A Study Based on

Cuneiform, Old Testament, Greek, Latin and Rabbinical Sources (Alter


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note51
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note51

Orient und Altes Testament, no. 4; Kevelaer, Butzon & Bercker, and

Neukirchen-Vluyn, Neukirchener, 1972
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47. Belshazzar, son and co-regent of Nabonidus, fl. ca. 543?7-540,
Daniel 5:1, etc., in Babylonian administrative documents and the “Verse
Account” (Muhammed A. Dandamayev, “Nabonid, A,” R/A, vol. 9, p.

10; Raging Torrent, pp. 215-216; OROT, pp. 73-74). A neo-Babylonian
text refers to him as “Belshazzar the crown prince” (ANET, pp. 309-310 n.

5).
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verse account of Nabonidus
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Nabonidus said: 'l shall build a temple for him, | shall construct his holy
seat, | shall form its first brick for him, | shall establish firmly its foundation,
| shall make a replica even of the temple Ekur. | shall call its name Ehulhul
for all days to come.

When | will have fully executed what | have planned, | shall lead him by



the hand and establish him on his seat. Yet till | have achieved this, till |
have obtained what is my desire, | shall omit all festivals, | shall order even

the New Year's festival to cease!'

And he formed its first brick, did lay out the outlines, he spread out the
foundation, made high its summit, by means of wall decoration made of
gypsum and bitumen he made its facing brilliant, as in the temple Esagila
he made a ferocious wild bull stand on guard in front of it.

After he had obtained what he desired, a work of utter deceit, had built
this abomination, a work of unholiness —when the third year was about to
begin— he entrusted the army [?] to his oldest son, his first born, the troops
in the country he ordered under his command.

He let everything go, entrusted the kingship to him, and, himself, he

started out for a long journey. The military forces of Akkad marching with

him, he turned to Tema deep in the west.
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As for me, Nabonidus, king of Babylon, save me from sinning against your
great godhead and grant me as a present a life long of days, and as

for Belshazzar,[4] the eldest son —my offspring— instill reverence for your
great godhead in his heart and may he not commit ant cultic mistake, may

he be sated with a life of plenitude.
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The king stayed in Tema; the crown prince, his officials and his army

were in Akkad. The king did not come to Babylon for the [New Year's]

ceremonies of the month of Nisannu;
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Opis when Cyrus attacked the army of Akkad in ,Tasritu In the month of
massacred [Cyrus]on the Tigris, the inhabitants of Akkad revolted, but he
Sippar was seized without ,/October [2]the inhabitants. The fifteenth day

the ,/litt: Ugbaru] Gobryas ,battle. Nabonidus fled. The sixteenth day
and the army of Cyrus entered Babylon without battle. ,Gutium governor of

.Afterwards, Nabonidus was arrested in Babylon when he returned there
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