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48. Cyrus Il (=Cyrus the great), king, r. 559-530, 2 Chronicles 36:22,
etc., in various inscriptions (including his own), for which and on which

see ANEHST, pp. 418-426, ABC, p. 214. For Cyrus’ cylinder inscription,
see Raging Torrent, pp. 224-230; ANET, pp. 315-316; COS, vol. 2, pp.
314-316; ANEHST, pp. 426-430; P&B, pp. 87-92. For larger context and

implications in the biblical text, see OROT, pp. 70-76.
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ANEHST, pp. 418-426,
ABC, p. 214.
For Cyrus’ cylinder inscription, see Raging Torrent, pp. 224-230;
ANET, pp. 315-316;
COS, vol. 2, pp. 314-316;

ANEHST, pp. 426-430;
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P&B, pp. 87-92.

For larger context and implications in the biblical text, see OROT, pp.

70-76.
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At the end of the month Elul (August) the gods of Akkad, who were above

the atmosphere, came down to Babylon. The gods of Borsippa, Cutha, and
Sippara came not down. In the Month Tammuz (June) Cyrus made battle
in Rutum against . . . . of the river Nizallat. The men of Akkad made a

revolt. The soldiers took Sippara on the 14" day without fighting, and



Nabonidus fled away. On the 16™ day Gobryas, the governor of Gutium,
and the army of Cyrus came to Babylon without any opposition. Afterwards
having bound Nabonidus, he took him to Babylon. At the end of the month
Tammuz the rebels of Gutium closed the gates of E—sagili; but neither in
that temple nor any other temples of the country was there found a weapon
for its defence. In the month Marchesvan (October), the 3" day, Cyrus
came to Babylon, the roads were dark before him. He made peace to the
city and promised peace to all Babylon. Cyrus appointed Gobryas to be

governor in Babylon together with others.
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Irreverently, he put an end to the regular offerings and he
interfered in the cultic centers;... By his own plan, he did away with
the worship of Marduk, the king of the gods, he continually did evil

against Marduk's city.
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their borders; the gods who lived among them forsook their

dwellings, angry that he had brought them to Babylon.



L adap Lol ad) (0 a9l glay) o oedlall QUK A8 L JS a7 i) glai)
s G La 1A g Adyall) e@."\\,,uﬁ.e o Elaly gala as *&9\3 i Cninal) £53,9

JSgd) 4 Ly Lala 293a) od) aesil) B Juadilly 3sg

lghal) 038 (pa Oila cadas) 2010 L 9

GnsS U8 e (Do lS 568 il L) gy Laa (Blad) i (2 Ciaag culs A

dacd Jand g AT dagl Ly



'l am Cyrus the king, an Achaemenid." in Old Persian, Elamite and

Akkadian languages. It is carved in a column in Pasargadae.



The four-winged guardian figure representing Cyrus the Great, a bas—
relief found at Pasargadae on top of which was once inscribed in

three languages the sentence 'l am Cyrus the king, an Achaemenian
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49. Darius | (=Darius the Great), king, r. 520-486, Ezra 4:5, etc., in
various inscriptions, including his own trilingual cliff inscription at Behistun,
on which see P&B, pp. 131-134. See also COS, vol. 2, p. 407, vol. 3, p.
130; ANET, pp. 221, 316, 492; ABC, p. 214; ANEHST, pp. 407, 411. On
the setting, see OROT, pp. 70-75.
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P&B, pp. 131-134.
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COS, vol. 2, p. 407, vol. 3, p. 130;

316, 492;

ANET, pp. 221,

ABC, p. 214;

ANEHST, pp. 407, 411.

OROT, pp. 70-75.
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Letter from Darius | to Gadatas, satrap in lonia

Gold darics such as this one (with a purity of 95.83%) were only

issued by the king himself. (c. 490 BCE.)



The Behistin Stone Relief depicting king Darius | the Great
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50. Tattenai (=Tatnai), provincial governor of Trans—Euphrates, late
sixth to early fifth century, Ezra 5:3, etc., in a tablet of Darius | the
Great, king of Persia, which can be dated to exactly June 5, 502 B.C.E.
See David E. Suiter, “Tattenai,” in David Noel Freedman, ed., Anchor Bible
Dictionary (New York: Doubleday, 1992), vol. 6, p. 336; A. T. Olmstead,

99

“Tattenai, Governor of ‘Beyond the River,”” Journal of Near Eastern
Studies 3 (1944): p. 46. A drawing of the cuneiform text appears in Arthur
Ungnad, Vorderasiatische Schriftdenkmaler Der Koniglichen Museen Zu
Berlin (Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1907), vol. IV, p. 48, no. 152 (VAT 43560). VAT
is the abbreviation for the series Vorderasiatische Abteilung Tontafel,
published by the Berlin Museum. The author of the BAR article wishes to
acknowledge the query regarding Tattenai from Mr. Nathan Yadon of
Houston, Texas, private correspondence, 8 September 2015.
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David E. Suiter, “Tattenai,” in David Noel Freedman, ed., Anchor

Bible Dictionary (New York: Doubleday, 1992), vol. 6, p. 336;
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A. T. Olmstead, “Tattenai, Governor of ‘Beyond the River,’” Journal

of Near Eastern Studies 3 (1944): p. 46.

. A drawing of the cuneiform text appears in Arthur
Ungnad, Vorderasiatische Schriftdenkmaler Der Kéoniglichen Museen
Zu Berlin (Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1907), vol. IV, p. 48, no. 152 (VAT

43560).

sy

This cuneiform tablet has the name Tattannu written on one of its

edges
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51. Xerxes | (=Ahasuerus), king, r. 486-465, Esther 1:1, etc., in

various inscriptions, including his own (P&B, p. 301; ANET, pp. 316-317),
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and in the dates of documents from the time of his reign (COS, vol. 2, p.

188, vol. 3, pp. 142, 145. On the setting, see OROT, pp. 70-75.

1:1 bl 2465 N 486 (pe b usnS)) = (g gl
dbald Jadd by hghi B
P&B, p. 301;
ANET, pp. 316-317
dasa By (ya ClaTinall oy lig
COS, vol. 2, p. 188, vol. 3, pp. 142, 145.

On the setting, see OROT, pp. 70-75
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Rock relief of Xerxes at his tomb in Nagsh-e Rustam
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DISCOVERED Evidence of Esther's husband KING Artaxerxes in the

bible.
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tablet written by Xerxes discovered in the Kings palace. Yes the kings

father, the same King of Persia in the Book of Esther
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- Queen Esther (right, H 3.2 cm) in front of Atossa (Darius’ wife and
Xerxes' mother) seated on a throne (probablywhen she married
Xerxes in 489 BCE). MusZe du Louvre, Paris. Seal dated 5 th century

BCE (AO 22359)

Cylinder seal C16496 Buffalo Museum, New York



Tablet VAT 4397 dated 11/V ?/00 of Xerxes
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52. Artaxerxes | Longimanus, king, r. 465-425/424, Ezra 4:6, 7, etc.,
in various inscriptions, including his own (P&B, pp. 242-243), and in the
dates of documents from the time of his reign (COS, vol. 2, p. 163, vol. 3,
p. 145; ANET, p. 548).
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P&B, pp. 242-243


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note57
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Ruins of King ARTAXERXES I's palace in Persepolis
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53. Darius Il Nothus, king, r. 425/424-405/404, Nehemiah 12:22, in
various inscriptions, including his own (for example, P&B, pp. 158-159)
and in the dates of documents from the time of his reign (ANET, p.
548; COS, vol. 3, pp. 116-117).
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A letter from the Elephantine Papyri, requesting the rebuilding of a

Jewish temple at Elephantine.

Letter from Elephantine papyri

Among the Elephantine papyri, a collection of 5th century BCE
Hebrew manuscripts from the Jewish community at Elephantine in
Egypt, a letter was found in which Johanan is mentioned. The letter is
dated 'the 20th of Marshewan, year 17 of king Darius’, which

corresponds to 407 BCE.[2] It is addressed to Bagoas, the governor




of Judah, and is a request for the rebuilding of a Jewish temple at
Elephantine, which was destroyed by Egyptian pagans. The letter

includes the following passage:

(---)’'We have also sent a letter before now, when this evil was done
to us, to our lord and to the high priest Johanan and his colleagues
the priests in Jerusalem and to Ostanes the brother of Anani and the

nobles of the Jews, Never a letter have they sent to us/(...) .
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