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1. Shishak (= Sheshonq l), pharaoh, r. 945-924, 1 Kings 11:40
and 14:25, in his inscriptions, including the record of his military
campaign in Palestine in his 924 B.C.E. inscription on the exterior
south wall of the Temple of Amun at Karnak in Thebes.
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OROT, pp. 10, 31-32, 502 note 1; many references to him
in Third, indexed on p. 520; Kenneth A. Kitchen, review
of /BP, SEE-J Hiphil 2 (2005),
bottom of p. 3, which is briefly mentioned in “Sixteen,” p. 43 n.
22. (Note: The name of this pharaoh can be spelled Sheshonq or
Shoshenq.)
BT
Sheshonq is also referred to in a fragment of his victory stele discovered at
Megiddo containing his cartouche. See
ARG Jax g b CUEIS) o)) (o Bpiua dadib B ) ) La (3l
Robert S. Lamon and Geoffrey M. Shipton, Megiddo I: Seasons of
1925-34, Strata I-V. (Oriental Institute Publications no. 42; Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1939), pp. 60—61, fig. 70; Graham I.
Davies, Megiddo (Cities of the Biblical World; Cambridge: Lutterworth
Press, 1986), pp- 89 fig. 18, 90; OROT, p. 508 n. 68; /BP, p. 137 n.
119. (Note: The name of this pharaoh can be spelled Sheshonq or

Shoshenq.)



Egyptian pharaohs had several names, including a throne name. It is
known that the throne name of Sheshonq I, when translated into English,
means, “Bright is the manifestation of Re, chosen of Amun/Re.” Sheshonq
I’s inscription on the wall of the Temple of Amun at Karnak in Thebes
(mentioned above) celebrates the victories of his military campaign in the
Levant, thus presenting the possibility of his presence in that region. A
small Egyptian scarab containing his exact throne name, discovered as a
surface find at Khirbat Hamra Ifdan, now documents his presence at or
near that location. This site is located along the Wadi Fidan, in the region

of Faynan in southern Jordan.
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As for the time period, disruption of copper production at Khirbet en—

Nahas, also in the southern Levant, can be attributed to Sheshong’s army,



as determined by stratigraphy, high—precision radiocarbon dating, and an
assemblage of Egyptian amulets dating to Sheshonqg’s time. His army
seems to have intentionally disrupted copper production, as is evident both
at Khirbet en—-Nahas and also at Khirbat Hamra Ifdan, where the scarab

was discovered.
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As for the singularity of this name in this remote locale, it would have been
notable to find any Egyptian scarab there, much less one containing the
throne name of this conquering Pharaoh; this unique discovery admits no
confusion with another person.
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Thomas E. Levy, Stefan Miinger, and Mohammad Najjar, “A Newly
Discovered Scarab of Sheshonq |I: Recent Iron Age Explorations in

Southern Jordan. Antiquity Project Gallery,” Antiquity (2014);
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A. Shishak Inscription

In 1825 an inscription dating from 920 B.C. was found at the temple

of Amon in Thebes (modern Luxor), Egypt which confirms this raid by



Shishak. Shishak is said in the inscription to have destroyed many

cities in Judah (and Israel) but Jerusalem is not among them
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2. So (= Osorkon 1V), pharaoh, r. 730-715, 2 Kings 17:4 only, which
calls him “So, king of Egypt” (OROT, pp. 15-16). K. A. Kitchen makes a
detailed case for So being Osorkon IV in 7hird, pp. 372-375. See Raging
Torrent, p. 106 under “Shilkanni.”
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K. A. Kitchen Third, pp. 372-375.


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note07

Raging Torrent, p. 106 under “Shilkanni.”

Edwards, I.E.S. (1982). 'Egypt: from the Twenty—second to the
Twenty-fourth Dynasty'. In Edwards, |.E.S. The Cambridge Ancient
History (2nd ed.), vol. lll, part 1. Cambridge University Press. pp.
534-581

Dodson, Aidan (2014). 'The Coming of the Kushites and the Identity
of Osorkon IV'. In Pischikova, Elena. Thebes in the First Millennium

BC. Cambridge Scholars publishing. pp. 6—12
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3. Tirhakah (= Taharqa), pharaoh, r. 690-664, 2 Kings 19:9, etc. in
many Egyptian hieroglyphic inscriptions; 7hird, pp. 387-395. For mention
of Tirhakah in Assyrian inscriptions, see those of Esarhaddon and
Ashurbanipal in Raging Torrent, pp. 138-143, 145, 150-153, 155,
156; ABC, p. 247 under “Terhagah.” The Babylonian chronicle also refers
to him (Raging Torrent, p. 187). On Tirhakah as prince, see OROT, p. 24.
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Third, pp. 387-395.
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Raging Torrent, pp. 138-143, 145, 150-153, 155, 156;
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ABC, p. 247 under “Terhaqah.”
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Raging Torrent, p. 187. On Tirhakah as prince, see OROT, p. 24.
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4. Necho Il (= Neco Il), pharaoh, r. 610-595, 2 Chronicles 35:20, etc.,
in inscriptions of the Assyrian king, Ashurbanipal (ANET, pp. 294-297) and
the Esarhaddon Chronicle (ANET, p. 303). See also Raging Torrent, pp.
189-199, esp. 198; OROT, p. 504 n. 26; Third, p. 407; ABC, p. 232.
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ANET, pp. 294-297
Esarhaddon Chronicle (ANET, p. 303).

Raging Torrent, pp. 189-199, esp. 198;

OROT, p. 504 n. 26;
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Third, p. 407;

ABC, p. 232.
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5. Hophra (= Apries = Wahibre), pharaoh, r. 589-570, Jeremiah
44:30, in Egyptian inscriptions, such as the one describing his being buried
by his successor, Ahmose Il (= Amasis Il) (7hird, p. 333 n. 498), with
reflections in Babylonian inscriptions regarding Nebuchadnezzar’s defeat of
Hophra in 572 and replacing him on the throne of Egypt with a general,
Ahmes (= Amasis), who later rebelled against Babylonia and was
suppressed (Raging Torrent, p. 222). See OROT, pp. 9, 16, 24; Third, p.
373 n. 747, 407 and 407 n. 969; ANET, p. 308; D. J.

Wiseman, Chronicles of Chalaaean Kings (626-556 B.C.) in the British

Museum (London: The Trustees of the British Museum, 1956), pp. 94-95.
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Cf. ANEHST, p. 402. (The index of Third, p. 525, distinguishes between
an earlier “Wahibre i” [ 7Third, p. 98] and the 26th Dynasty’s “Wahibre ii” [=
Apries], r. 589-570.)
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Third, p. 333 n. 498
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Raging Torrent, p. 222

~ OROT, pp. 9, 16, 24;



Third, p. 373 n. 747, 407 and 407 n. 969;
ANET, p. 308;

ANEHST, p. 402. (The index of Third, p. 525, distinguishes between
an earlier “Wahibre i” [ Third, p. 98] and the 26th Dynasty’s “Wahibre

ii” [= Apries], r. 589-570.)

D. J. Wiseman, Chronicles of Chaldaean Kings (626-556 B.C.)

in the British Museum (London: The Trustees of the British Museum,

1956), pp. 94-95. Cf.
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The stelz of Pharaoh Hophra in the open-air museum at Memphis. The prophet
Jeremiah predicted “I will give Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his
enemies” (Jeremiah 44:30). History reveals that Hophra was assassinated.



Pharaoh Hophra is mentioned in the Bible record (Jeremiah 44:30). His obelisk today
stands on top of a marble elephant beside the Pantheon in Rome.
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6. Mesha, king, r. early to mid-9th century, 2 Kings 3:4-27, in the
Mesha Inscription, which he caused to be written, lines 1-2;
Dearman, Studies, pp. 97, 100-101; /BP, pp. 95-108, 238; “Sixteen,” p.
43.
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lines 1-2; Dearman, Studies, pp. 97, 100-101;


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note11

IBP, pp. 95-108, 238;
“Sixteen,” p. 43.
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Plate 1. Two Photographs Showing the Inscription on the Bir-Hadad Stele.
(Courtesy of Jean Starckey)
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TRANSLITERATION

(Albright 1942:23-29)
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TEXT

TRANSLATION
(Adapted from Black

1958:239)

The monument which
Bar—-Hadad, son of Tab-

Rimmon,

son of Hadyan, king of

Aram, set up for


http://www.kchanson.com/ANCDOCS/westsem/melqart.html#A
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3 his lord, Melgart. He

mik 'rm . Imr'h Imiqgr vowed (this) to him,

4 | and he listened to his

t.zy nzr . lh wsm'. Iql voice.

Cross, Frank Moore. 'The Stele Dedicated to Melcarth by Ben—Hadad."
Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 205 (1972) 36-

42.

Reinhold, Gotthard G. G. 'The Bir—-Hadad Stele and the Biblical Kings

of Aram.' Andrews University Seminary Studies 24 (1986) 115-26.
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7. Hadadezer, king, r. early 9th century to 844/842, 1 Kings 22:3,
etc., in Assyrian inscriptions of Shalmaneser |ll and also, | am convinced,
in the Melqart stele. The Hebrew Bible does not name him, referring to him
only as “the King of Aram” in 1 Kings 22:3, 31; 2 Kings chapter 5, 6:8-23.
We find out this king’s full name in some contemporaneous inscriptions of
Shalmaneser lll, king of Assyria (r. 858-824), such as the Black Obelisk
(Raging Torrent, pp. 22-24). At Kurkh, a monolith by Shalmaneser ll|
states that at the battle of Qargar (853 B.C.E.), he defeated “Adad—idri
[the Assyrian way of saying Hadadezer] the Damascene,” along with “Ahab
the Israelite” and other kings (Raging Torrent, p. 14; RIMA 3, p. 23,
A.0.102.2, col. ii, lines 89b-92). “Hadadezer the Damascene” is also
mentioned in an engraving on a statue of Shalmaneser Il at Assur (RIMA
3, p- 118, A.0.102.40, col. i, line 14). The same statue engraving later
mentions both Hadadezer and Hazael together (RlMA 3, p. 118, col. i,
lines 25-26) in a topical arrangement of worst enemies defeated that is not
necessarily chronological.

On the long—disputed readings of the Melqart stele, which was discovered
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in Syria in 1939, see “Corrections,” pp. 69—85, which follows the closely
allied readings of Frank Moore Cross and Gotthard G. G. Reinhold. Those
readings, later included in “Sixteen,” pp. 47-48, correct the earlier absence
of this Hadadezer in /BP (notably on p. 237, where he is not to be
confused with the tenth—century Hadadezer, son of Rehob and king of

Zobahy
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Raging Torrent, p. 14;
RIMA 3, p. 23, A.0.102.2,

col. ii, lines 89b-92
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8. Ben—hadad, son of Hadadezer, r. or served as co-regent 844/842,

2 Kings 6:24, etc., in the Melqart stele, following the readings of Frank

Moore Cross and Gotthard G. G. Reinhold and Cross’s 2003 criticisms of
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a different reading that now appears in COS, vol. 2, pp. 152-153
(“Corrections,” pp. 69-85). Several kings of Damascus bore the name
Bar-hadad (in their native Aramaic, which is translated as Ben—hadad in
the Hebrew Bible), which suggests adoption as “son” by the patron deity
Hadad. This designation might indicate that he was the crown prince
and/or co-regent with his father Hadadezer. It seems likely that Bar—
hadad/Ben—hadad was his father’s immediate successor as king, as seems
to be implied by the military policy reversal between 2 Kings 6:3-23 and
6:24. It was this Ben—Hadad, the son of Hadadezer, whom Hazael
assassinated in 2 Kings 8:7-15 (quoted in Raging Torrent, p. 25). The
mistaken disqualification of this biblical identification in the Melgart stele
in /BP, p. 237, is revised to a strong identification in that stele in
“Corrections,” pp. 69-85; “Sixteen,” p. 47.
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COS, vol. 2, pp. 152-153

“Corrections,” pp. 69-85
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9. Hazael, king, r. 844/842-ca. 800, 1 Kings 19:15, 2 Kings 8:8, etc.,
is documented in four kinds of inscriptions: 1) The inscriptions of
Shalmaneser Il call him “Hazael of Damascus” (Raging Torrent, pp. 23~
26, 28), for example the inscription on the Kurbail Statue (RIMA 3, p. 60,
line 21). He is also referred to in 2) the Zakkur stele from near Aleppo, in
what is now Syria, and in 3) bridle inscriptions, i.e., two inscribed horse

blinders and a horse frontlet discovered on Greek islands, and in 4)


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note14

inscribed ivories seized as Assyrian war booty (Raging Torrent, p. 35). All
are treated in /BP, pp. 238-239, and listed in “Sixteen,” p. 44. Cf.
“Corrections,” pp. 101-103.

Wty 8 :8 dsla2915:19 dsla 1 25800 N 842\844 (e llal) Juija
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Raging Torrent, pp. 23-26, 28
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RIMA 3, p. 60, line 21
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Raging Torrent, p. 35
IBP, pp. 238-239,
“Sixteen,” p. 44. Cf.

“Corrections,” pp. 101-103.
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10. Ben—-hadad, son of Hazael, king, r. early 8th century, 2 Kings
13:3, etc., in the Zakkur stele from near Aleppo. In lines 4-5, it calls him
“Bar—hadad, son of Hazael, the king of Aram” (/BP, p. 240; “Sixteen,” p.
44; Raging Torrent, p. 38; ANET, p. 655: COS, vol. 2, p. 155). On the
possibility of Ben—hadad, son of Hazael, being the “Mari” in Assyrian
inscriptions, see Raging Torrent, pp. 35-36.
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S

Bact alen T ale s A et

l am Zakkur, king of Hamath and Luash . . . Bar-Hadad, son of
Hazael, king of Aram, united against me seventeen kings . . .all these
kings laid siege to Hazrach . . . Baalshamayn said to me, 'Do nof be
afraid! . . .l will save you from all [these kings who] have besieged

youl/



Scott B. Noegel, The Zakkur Inscription. In: Mark W. Chavalas, ed.
The Ancient Near East: Historical Sources in Translation. London:

Blackwell (2006), 307-311.
IBP, p. 240;
“Sixteen,” p. 44;
Raging Torrent, p. 38;
ANET, p. 655:
COS, vol. 2, p. 155
A AR 8 e s Jitis Gl 43 o Adlata) Lias

Raging Torrent, pp. 35-36
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11. Rezin (= Rahianu), king, r. mid—8th century to 732, 2 Kings
15:37, etc., in the inscriptions of Tiglath—pileser IlI, king of Assyria (in
these inscriptions, Raging Torrent records frequent mention of Rezin in pp.
51-78); OROT, p. 14. Inscriptions of Tiglath—pileser Il refer to “Rezin”
several times, “Rezin of Damascus” in Annal 13, line 10 (/7F, pp. 68-69),
and “the dynasty of Rezin of Damascus” in Annal 23, line 13 (/TP, pp. 80—
81). Tiglath—pileser IlI’s stele from Iran contains an explicit reference to
Rezin as king of Damascus in column lll, the right side, A: “[line 1] The
kings of the land of Hatti (and of) the Aramaeans of the western seashore .
. . [line 4] Rezin of Damascus” (/7F, pp. 106-107).

Want more on Biblical figures? Read Lawrence Mykytiuk’s feature

article “Did Jesus Exist? Searching for Evidence Beyond the Bible” in
the January/February 2015 issue of BAR. The article is available for free

with voluminous endnotes in Bible History Daily.
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/TP, pp. 106—-107

Slab A (Layard, MS A, fol.
115-116
Inscription 23 (col. )
* The battle against Aram
* The siege of Damascus
(which does not end
this year)
* The submission
of Aramean cifies
amongst which are the
home of the
dynasty of Rezin
* The submission of 59]

cities
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Slab B (Layard, MS A, fol.

69)

* [The battle against Aram

* [ The siege of Damascus
(which does not end
this year)]
* [ The submission
of Arameancities
amongst which are the
home of the

dynasty of Rezir|

* [ The submission of 591

cities
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12. Omiri, king, r. 884-873, 1 Kings 16:16, etc., in Assyrian inscriptions
and in the Mesha Inscription. Because he founded a famous dynasty which
ruled the northern kingdom of Israel, the Assyrians refer not only to him as
a king of Israel (ANET, pp. 280, 281), but also to the later rulers of that
territory as kings of “the house of Omri” and that territory itself literally as
“the house of Omri” (Raging Torrent, pp. 34, 35; ANET, pp. 284, 285).
Many a later king of Israel who was not his descendant, beginning with
Jehu, was called “the son of Omri” (Rag/'ng Torrent, p. 18). The Mesha

Inscription also refers to Omri as “the king of Israel” in lines 4-5, 7


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note17

(Dearman, Studies, pp. 97, 100-101; COS, vol. 2, p. 137; /BP, pp. 108-
110, 216; “Sixteen,” p. 43.
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13. Ahab, king, r. 873-852, 1 Kings 16:28, etc., in the Kurkh Monolith
by his enemy, Shalmaneser Ill of Assyria. There, referring to the battle of
Qarqar (853 B.C.E.), Shalmaneser calls him “Ahab the Israelite” (Raging
Torrent, pp. 14, 18—19; RIMA 3, p. 23, A.0.102.2, col. 2, lines 91—

92; ANET, p. 279; COS, vol. 2, p. 263).
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Raging Torrent, pp. 14, 18-19;
RIMA 3, p. 23, A.0.102.2, col. 2, lines 91-92;
ANET, p. 279;

COS, vol. 2, p. 263
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The British Museum describes the image as follows:

The English translation of the end of the Shalmaneser Il monolith is as

follows:

Year 6 (Col. I, 78-102)



611. Karkar, his royal city, | destroyed, | devastated, | burned with fire.
1,200 chariots, 1,200 cavalry, 20,000 soldiers, of Hadad—-ezer, of Aram (?
Damascus); 700 chariots, 700 cavalry, 10,000* soldiers of Irhuléni of
Hamath, 2,000 chariots, 10,000 soldiers of Ahab, the Israelite, 500 soldiers
of the Gueans, 1,000 soldiers of the Musreans, 10 chariots, 10,000
soldiers of the Irkanateans, 200 soldiers of Matinuba'il, the Arvadite, 200
soldiers of the Usanateans, 3() chariots, [ ],000 soldiers of Adunu-ba'il, the
Shianean, 1,000 camels of Gindibu', the Arabian, [ ],000 soldiers [of] Ba'sa,
son of Ruhubi, the Ammonite, — these twelve kings he brought to his
support; to offer battle and fight, they came against me. (Trusting) in the
exalted might which Assur, the lord, had given (me), in the mighty
weapons, which Nergal, who goes before me, had presented (to me), I
battled with them. From Karkar, as far as the city of Gilzau, | routed them.
14,000 of their warriors | slew with the sword. Like Adad, | rained
destruction upon them. | scattered their corpses far and wide, (and)
covered (/i.., filled) the face of the desolate plain with their widespreading
armies. With (my) weapons | made their blood to flow down the valleys(?)

of the land. The plain was too small to let their bodies fall, the wide



countryside was used up in burying them. With their bodies | spanned the
Arantu (Orotes) as with a bridge(?). In that battle | took from them their

chariots, their cavalry, their horses, broken to the yoke. (*Possibly 20,000).
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Jehu King of Israel son of Jehoshaphat son of Nimshi (or Jehu's
ambassador) bows before Shalmaneser lll of Assyria, details from the
black obelisk, from Nimrud (circa 827 BC) in the British Museum

(London)

14. Jehu, king, r. 842/841-815/814, 1 Kings 19:16, etc., in
inscriptions of Shalmaneser lll. In these, “son” means nothing more than

that he is the successor, in this instance, of Omri (Raging Torrent, p. 20
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under “Ba’asha . . . " and p. 26). A long version of Shalmaneser III’s
annals on a stone tablet in the outer wall of the city of ASSur refers to Jehu
in col. 4, line 11, as “Jehu, son of Omri” (Raging Torrent, p. 28; RIMA 3,
p. 54, A.0.102.10, col. 4, line 11; cf. ANET, p. 280, the parallel “fragment
of an annalistic text”). Also, on the Kurba’il Statue, lines 29-30 refer to
“Jehu, son of Omri” (RIMA 3, p. 60, A.0.102.12, lines 29-30).

In Shalmaneser |lI’s Black Obelisk, current scholarship regards the notation
over relief B, depicting payment of tribute from Israel, as referring to “Jehu,
son of Omri” (Raging Torrent, p. 23; RIMA 3, p. 149, A.0. 102.88), but cf.
P. Kyle McCarter, Jr., ““Yaw, Son of ‘Omri’: A Philological Note on
Israelite Chronology,” Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental
Research 216 (1974): pp. 5-7.
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Raging Torrent, p. 20 under “Ba’asha . . . ” and p. 26
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RIMA 3, p. 54, A.0.102.10, col. 4, line 11; cf.
ANET, p. 280,
6 () AL g 30 :29 Jhal) LS qual B La
iy Qilpmad o Ada g Ciaag! dagli Alla cliafyd G pualialdd g agud) dagll) B
e O sl )

Raging Torrent, p. 23;

RIMA 3, p. 149, A.0. 102.88
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15. Joash (= Jehoash), king, r. 805-790, 2 Kings 13:9, etc., in the
Tell al-Rimal inscription of Adad—-Nirari ll, king of Assyria (r. 810-783),
which mentions “the tribute of Joash [= lu’asu] the Samarian” (Stephanie
Page, “A Stela of Adad-Nirari Il and Nergal-Eres from Tell Al

Rimah,” /rag 30 [1968]: pp. 142-145, line 8, Pl. 38-41; RIMA 3, p. 211,
line 8 of A.0.104.7; Raging Torrent, pp. 39-41).
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Stephanie Page, “A Stela of Adad—Nirari lll and Nergal-Eres from Tell

Al Rimah,” /raq 30 [1968]: pp. 142-145, line 8, Pl. 38-41;

RIMA 3, p. 211, line 8 of A.0.104.7;

Raging Torrent, pp. 39-41
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Omri Stela of Adad—nirari lll 796 BC

“Adad-—nirari [lll], ... great king of Assyria ... by Ashur, his lord; who

has made submit to his feet the princes within the four rims of the



earth; conquering ... the Hittites, Amurru, Tyre, Sidon, Palestine
[Philistines] [Joash of] Israel [lit. Omri], Edom, ... submit to my feet,
imposing tribute ... king Mari [Ben—-Hadad-Ill] of Damascus |
received 2,300 talents of silver, 2( talents of gold, 5,000 talents of
iron, garments of linen with multicolored trimmings, a bed (inlaid)
with ivory, a couch mounted and inlaid with ivory...” (Omri-land

Stela from CaIah/Nimrod of Adad—nirari lll, 796 BC)
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16. Jeroboam II, king, r. 790-750/749, 2 Kings 13:13, etc., in the seal
of his royal servant Shema, discovered at Megiddo (WSS, p. 49 no.
2; IBP, pp. 133-139, 217; “Sixteen,” p. 46).
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WSS, p. 49 no. 2; /BP, pp. 133-139, 217;

“Sixteen,” p. 46
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17. Menahem, king, r. 749-738, 2 Kings 15:14, etc., in the Calah
Annals of Tiglath—pileser Ill. Annal 13, line 10 refers to “Menahem of
Samaria” in a list of kings who paid tribute (/77 pp. 68-69, PI. IX).
Tiglath—pileser lII’s stele from Iran, his only known stele, refers explicitly to
Menahem as king of Samaria in column lll, the right side, A: “[line 1] The
kings of the land of Hatti (and of) the Aramaeans of the western seashore .
. . [line 5] Menahem of Samaria.” (/7F, pp. 106-107). See also Raging
Torrent, pp. 51, 52, 54, 55, 59; ANET, p. 283.
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1TP. pp. 6869, PI. IX
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3 Raging Torrent, pp 51, 527 54, 55, 59,

_ANET, p. 283.
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As to Hanno of Gaza (Ha—a—nu—ti—nu "’Ha—az—za—at—a—a) who had

fled before my army and run away to Egypt, [| conquered] the town of
Gaza,...his personal property, his images...[and | placed (?)] (the
images of) my [...gods] and my royal image in his own palace and
declared (them) to be (thenceforward) the gods of their country. |
imposed upon th[em tribute]. [As for Menahem | ov]erwhelmed him
[like a snowstorm] and he fled like a bird, alone, [and bowed to my
feet(?)]. | returned him to his place [and imposed tribute upon him, to

wit:] gold, silver, linen garments with multicolored



trimmings,...great...[l re]ceived from him. Israel (lit.: 'Omri-

Land" Bit Humria)...all its inhabitants (and) their king Pekah (Pa-qa-
ha) and | placed Hoshea (A-u-si-)) as king over them. | received from
them 10 talents of gold, 1,000(?) talents of silver as their [tri]bute and

brought them to Assyria.
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18. Pekah, king, r. 750(?)-732/731, 2 Kings 15:25, etc., in the
inscriptions of Tiglath—pileser Ill. Among various references to “Pekah,” the
most explicit concerns the replacement of Pekah in Summary Inscription 4,
lines 15—17: “[line 15] . . . The land of Bit-Humria . . . . [line 17] Pegah,
their king [I/they killed] and | installed Hoshea [line 18] [as king] over them”
(/TP, pp. 140-141; Raging Torrent, pp. 66—67).
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“Israel (litearlly, Omri-land Bit-Humria)... All its inhabitants (and)
their possessions | led toAssyria. They overthrew their king Pekah

and | placed Hoshea as king over them. | received from them 10



talents of gold, 1,000 (?) talents of silver as their [tri]bute and

brought them to Assyria
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19. Hoshea, king, r. 732/731-722, 2 Kings 15:30, etc., in Tiglath—
pileser’s Summary Inscription 4, described in preceding note 18, where
Hoshea is mentioned as Pekah’s immediate successor.
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20. Sanballat “I”, governor of Samaria under Persian rule, ca. mid—
fifth century, Nehemiah 2:10, etc., in a letter among the papyri from the
Jewish community at Elephantine in Egypt (A. E. Cowley, ed., Aramaic
Papyri of the Fifth Century B.C. (Oxford: Clarendon, 1923; reprinted
Osnabruck, Germany: Zeller, 1967), p. 114 English translation of line 29,
and p. 118 note regarding line 29; ANET, p. 492.

Also, the reference to “[ ]ballat,” most likely Sanballat, in Wadi Daliyeh

bulla WD 22 appears to refer to the biblical Sanballat as the father of a
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governor of Samaria who succeeded him in the first half of the fourth
century. As Jan DuSek shows, it cannot be demonstrated that any
Sanballat Il and Ill existed, which is the reason for the present article’s

“I”

quotation marks around the “I” in Sanballat “I”; see Jan Dusek,
“Archaeology and Texts in the Persian Period: Focus on Sanballat,” in
Martti Nissinen, ed., Congress Volume: Helsinki 2010 (Boston: Brill. 2012),
pp. 117-132.
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A. E. Cowley, ed., Aramaic Papyri of the Fifth Century B.C. (Oxford:
Clarendon, 1923; reprinted Osnabruck, Germany: Zeller, 1967, p. 114

English translation of line 29, and p. 118 note regarding line

29; ANET, p. 492.
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Jan Dusek, “Archaeology and Texts in the Persian Period: Focus on
Sanballat,” in Martti Nissinen, ed., Congress Volume: Helsinki

2010 (Boston: Brill. 2012), pp. 117-132.
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Record of Christian Work Volume 15 —Alexander McConnell, William
Revell Moody, Arthur Percy Fitt — 1896 p 157 '"Verse 10. Sanballat

means, overseer of tbe army. Probably Nehemiah called upon him at

Shechem (oh. Iv. 2),
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Comment on 'Petition to Bagoas' (Elephantine Papyri), by Jim Reilly

in his book Nebuchadnezzar & the Egyptian Exile From website

www.kent.net. Retrieved 18 July 2010.
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Merrill Unger, Unger's Bible Handbook, p.260
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21. David, king, r. ca. 1010-970, 1 Samuel 16:13, etc. in three
inscriptions. Most notable is the victory stele in Aramaic known as the
“house of David” inscription, discovered at Tel Dan; Avraham Biran and
Joseph Naveh, “An Aramaic Stele from Tel Dan,” /EJ43 (1993), pp. 81-
98, and idem, “The Tel Dan Inscription: A New Fragment,” /EJ 45 (1995),
pp. 1-18. An ancient Aramaic word pattern in line 9 designates David as
the founder of the dynasty of Judah in the phrase “house of David” (2 Sam
2:11 and 5:5; Gary A. Rendsburg, “On the Writing 7>7n°2 [BYTDWD] in the
Aramaic Inscription from Tel Dan,” /EJ 45 [1995], pp. 22-25; Raging
Torrent p. 20, under “Ba’asha . . .”; /BP, pp. 110-132, 265-77; “Sixteen,”
pp. 41-43).

In the second inscription, the Mesha Inscription, the phrase “house of
David” appears in Moabite in line 3] with the same meaning: that he is the
founder of the dynasty. There David’s name appears with only its first letter
destroyed, and no other letter in that spot makes sense without creating a
very strained, awkward reading (Andre Lemaire, “‘House of David’
Restored in Moabite Inscription,” BAR 20, no. 3 [May/June 1994]: pp. 30-

37. David’s name also appears in line 12 of the Mesha Inscription (Anson


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note26

F. Rainey, “Mesha‘ and Syntax,” in J. Andrew Dearman and M. Patrick
Graham, eds., The Land That | Will Show You: Essays on the History and
Archaeology of the Ancient Near East in Honor of J. Maxwell Miller. (JSOT
Supplement series, no. 343; Sheffield, England:Sheffield Academic, 2001),
pp. 287-307; /BP, pp. 265-277; “Sixteen,” pp. 41-43).

The third inscription, in Egyptian, mentions a region in the Negev called
“the heights of David” after King David (Kenneth A. Kitchen, “A Possible
Mention of David in the Late Tenth Century B.C.E., and Deity *Dod as
Dead as the Dodo?” Journal for the Study of the Old Testament 76 [1997],
pp. 39-41; /BP, p. 214 note 3, which is revised in “Corrections,” pp. 119—
121; “Sixteen,” p. 43).

In the table on p. 46 of BAR, David is listed as king of Judah. According to
2 Samuel 5:5, for his first seven years and six months as a monarch, he
ruled only the southern kingdom of Judah. We have no inscription that
refers to David as king over all Israel (that is, the united kingdom) as also
stated in 2 Sam 5:5.
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Avraham Biran and Joseph Naveh, “An Aramaic Stele from Tel

Dan,” /EJ 43 (1993), pp. 81-98,

“The Tel Dan Inscription: A New Fragment,” /EJ 45 (1995), pp. 1-18.
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Gary A. Rendsburg, “On the Writing 7>7n"2 [BYTDWD] in the Aramaic

Inscription from Tel Dan,” /EJ 45 [1995], pp. 22-25;
Raging Torrent, p. 20, under “Ba’asha . . .”;

IBP, pp. 110-132, 265-77;

“Sixteen,” pp. 41-43.
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Finkelstein, Israel. "State Formation in Israel and Judah: A Contrast in
Context, a Contrast in Trajectory' Near Eastern Archaeology, Vol. 62,

No. 1 (Mar. 1999), pp. 35-52.
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André Lemaire, “‘House of David’ Restored in Moabite

Inscription,” BAR 20, no. 3 [May/June 1994]: pp. 30-37.



David’s name also appears in line 12 of the Mesha Inscription Anson
F. Rainey, “Mesha‘ and Syntax,” in J. Andrew Dearman and M.
Patrick Graham, eds., The Land That | Will Show You: Essays on the
History and Archaeology of the Ancient Near East in Honor of J.

Maxwell Miller.

JSOT Supplement series, no. 343;

Sheffield, England:Sheffield Academic, 2001, pp. 287-307;
IBP, pp. 265-277;

“Sixteen,” pp. 41-43.
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Kenneth A. Kitchen, “A Possible Mention of David in the Late Tenth
Century B.C.E., and Deity *Dod as Dead as the Dodo?” Journal for

the Study of the Old Testament 76 [1997], pp. 39-41;
IBP, p. 214 note 3, which is revised in “Corrections,” pp. 119-121;
“Sixteen,” p. 43
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= Q THECHRISTIAN POST SUBSCRIBE

Archaeological Discovery: 10th Century BC Wall Ewdence
of King David's Battle in 2 Samuel 8:13

§ Share OnFacebook | Y Tuwiter

AN ZA

Archaeologists have excavated an ancient wall dating back to the 10th century B.C. in southern Israel's Arava
desert region, which some experts say alludes to the biblical story of King David capturing the land of Edom,
as found in 2 Samue| 8:13.

Breaking Israel News reports that a copper smelting site was also uncovered along with the wall at the Timna
copper mines. The wall once stood at least 16.5 feet tall, researchers estimate, and ran for hundreds of

http: //www.christianpost.com/news /archaeological-discovery-10th—
century-bc-wall-evidence-of-king—davids—-battle-in—-2-samuel-813-

173103/
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22. Uzziah (= Azariah), king, r. 788/787-736/735, 2 Kings 14:21,
etc., in the inscribed stone seals of two of his royal servants: Abiyaw and
Shubnayaw (more commonly called Shebanyaw); WSS, p. 51 no. 4 and p.
50 no. 3, respectively; /BP, pp. 153-159 and 159-163, respectively, and
p. 219 no. 20 (a correction to /BPis that on p. 219, references

to WSS nos. 3 and 4 are reversed); “Sixteen,” pp. 46—47. Cf. also his
secondary burial inscription from the Second Temple era (/BF, p. 219 n.
22).
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Academia Biblica 12. Atlanta, 2004, 153-59, 219.
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23. Ahaz (= Jehoahaz), king, r. 742/741-726, 2 Kings 15:38, etc., in
Tiglath—pileser llI’s Summary Inscription 7, reverse, line 11, refers to
“Jehoahaz of Judah” in a list of kings who paid tribute (/77 pp. 170~

171; Raging Torrent, pp. 58-59). The Bible refers to him by the shortened
form of his full name, Ahaz, rather than by the full form of his name,
Jehoahaz, which the Assyrian inscription uses.

Cf. the unprovenanced seal of ’Ushna’, more commonly called ’Ashna’,
the name Ahaz appears (/BF, pp. 163-169, with corrections from Kitchen’s
review of /BP as noted in “Corrections,” p. 117; “Sixteen,” pp. 38-39 n.
11). Because this king already stands clearly documented in an Assyrian
inscription, documentation in another inscription is not necessary to confirm
the existence of the biblical Ahaz, king of Judah.
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24. Hezekiah, king, r. 726-697/696, 2 Kings 16:20, etc., initially in the
Rassam Cylinder of Sennacherib (in this inscription, Raging Torrent records
frequent mention of Hezekiah in pp. 111-123; COS, pp. 302-303). It
mentions “Hezekiah the Judahite” (col. 2 line 76 and col. 3 line 1 in
Luckenbill, Annals of Sennacherib, pp. 31, 32) and “Jerusalem, his royal
city” (ibid., col. 3 lines 28, 40; ibid., p. 33) Other, later copies of the annals
of Sennacherib, such as the Oriental Institute prism and the Taylor prism,
mostly repeat the content of the Rassam cylinder, duplicating its way of
referring to Hezekiah and Jerusalem (ANET, pp. 287, 288). The Bull
Inscription from the palace at Nineveh (ANET, p. 288; Raging Torrent, pp.
126-127) also mentions “Hezekiah the Judahite” (lines 23, 27 in
Luckenbill, Annals of Sennacherib, pp. 69, 70) and “Jerusalem, his royal
city” (line 29; ibid., p. 33).
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Raging Torrent records frequent mention of Hezekiah in pp. 111-

123;

COsS, pp. 302-303
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ARCHAEOLOGISTS UNCOVER KING HEZEKIAH SEAL

CHERYLCHUMLEY About | Emsil | Archive
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(Creait: Twitter)

Archaeologists discovered the impression of a seal that bears the name of King Hezekiah and was
found during recent excavations by Jerusalem

“{it's] the closest as ever that we can get to something that was mest
likely held by King Hezekiah himself,” said Eilat Mazar, the leader of
the excavation project, during a press conference at Mount Scopus
—ROOFING LMITED =3 campus, the Times of Israel reported. “[The find] strengthens what we
know already from the Bible about [Hezekiah].”
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http://www.wnd.com/2015/12/archaeologists—uncover—king—

hezekiah-seal/?cat_orig=faith
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[ ] the tunneling, and this was how the tunneling was completed: as
[the stonecutters wielded] their picks, each crew toward the other,
and while there were still three cubits to g[o], the voices of the men

calling each other [could be hear]d, since there was an increase (in



sound) on the right [and lef]t. The day the breach was made, the
stonecutters hacked toward each other, pick against pick, and the
water flowed from the source to the pool [twel]lve hundred cubits,
even though the height of the rock above the heads of the

stonecutter[rs] was a hundred cubits!
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EICHARISMANEWS

Archaeologists: King Hezekiah Really Did Destroy Idols i AE

Julie Stahi/CEN

e v et | i [se |

Join us on our podcast each weekday for an interesting story, well told, from Charisma News. Listen at
charismapodcastnetwork.com.

Israeli archaeologists believe they have evidence that the biblical King Hezekiah did indeed destroy the high
places and idols in the land of Israel as described in the Bible, evidence officials say highlights Israel's past
connection to the land and helps draw the country's boundaries today.

http: //www.charismanews.comj/world,/60228—archaeologists—king—

hezekiah-really—did—-destroy—idols
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25. Manasseh, king, r. 697/696-642/641, 2 Kings 20:21, etc., in the
inscriptions of Assyrian kings Esarhaddon (Raging Torrent, pp. 131, 133,
136) and Ashurbanipal (ibid., p. 154). “Manasseh, king of Judah,”
according to Esarhaddon (r. 680-669), was among those who paid tribute
to him (Esarhaddon’s Prism B, column 5, line 55; R. Campbell

Thompson, The Prisms of Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal [London: Trustees
of the British Museum, 1931], p. 25; ANET, p. 291). Also, Ashurbanipal (r.
668-627) records that “Manasseh, king of Judah” paid tribute to him
(Ashurbanipal’s Cylinder C, col. 1, line 25; Maximilian Streck, Assurbanipal
und dje letzten assyrischen Konige bis zum Untergang Niniveh’s,
[Vorderasiatische Bibliothek 7; Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs, 1916], vol. 2, pp.
138-139; ANET, p. 294.
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Raging Torrent, pp. 131, 133, 136
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ibid., p. 154
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Esarhaddon’s Prism B, column 35, line 55; R. Campbell
Thompson, The Prisms of Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal [London:

Trustees of the British Museum, 1931], p. 25;
ANET, p. 291
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Ashurbanipal’s Cylinder C, col. 1, line 25; Maximilian
Streck, Assurbanipal und die letzten assyrischen Koénige bis zum
Untergang Niniveh’s, [Vorderasiatische Bibliothek 7; Leipzig: J. C.

Hinrichs, 1916], vol. 2, pp. 138-139;
ANET, p. 294.
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26. Hilkiah, high priest during Josiah’s reign, within 640/639-609, 2
Kings 22:4, etc., in the City of David bulla of Azariah, son of Hilkiah
(WSS, p. 224 no. 596; /BP, pp. 148-151; 229 only in [50] City of David
bulla; “Sixteen,” p. 49).

The oldest part of Jerusalem, called the City of David, is the location where
the Bible places all four men named in the bullae covered in the present

endnotes 26 through 29.

Analysis of the clay of these bullae shows that they were produced in the
locale of Jerusalem (Eran Arie, Yuval Goren, and Inbal Samet, “Indelible
Impression: Petrographic Analysis of Judahite Bullae,” in 7he Fire Signals
of Lachish: Studies in the Archaeology and History of Israel in the Late
Bronze Age, Iron Age, and Persian Period in Honor of David Ussishkin [ed.
Israel Finkelstein and Nadav Na’aman; Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns,

2011], p. 10, quoted in “Sixteen,” pp. 48-49 n. 34).
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Eran Arie, Yuval Goren, and Inbal Samet, “Indelible Impression:
Petrographic Analysis of Judahite Bullae,” in The Fire Signals

of Lachish: Studies in the Archaeology and History of Israel in the
Late Bronze Age, Iron Age, and Persian Period in Honor of David
Ussishkin [ed. Israel Finkelstein and Nadav Na’aman; Winona Lake,

Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 2011], p. 10,

quoted in “Sixteen,” pp. 48-49 n. 34
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28. Azariah, high priest during Josiah’s reign, within 640/639-609, 1
Chronicles 5:39, etc., in the City of David bulla of Azariah, son of Hilkiah
(WSS, p. 224 no. 596; /BP, pp. 151-152; 229). See endnote 26 above
regarding “Sixteen,” pp. 48—49 n. 34.
39 :5 JLa) 1 A5 609 1 639\640 o e Lidigy aSa ol 3 gl (udy Ly3e
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WSS, p. 224 no. 596; /BP, pp. 151-152; 229).

See endnote 26 above regarding “Sixteen,” pp. 48-49 n. 34.
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Azariah (son of Hilkiah)
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Hanan (son of Hilkiah)

Jer 36:12
2Chr34:14
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27. Shaphan, scribe during Josiah’s reign, within 640/639-609, 2
Kings 22:3, etc., in the City of David bulla of Gemariah, son of Shaphan
(WSS, p. 190 no. 470; /BP, pp. 139-146, 228). See endnote 26 above
regarding “Sixteen,” pp. 48—49 n. 34.
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WSS, p. 190 no. 470; /BP, pp. 139-146, 228.

See endnote 26 above regarding “Sixteen,” pp. 48—49 n. 34.
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29. Gemariah, official during Jehoiakim’s reign, within 609-598,

Jeremiah 36:10, etc., in the City of David bulla of Gemariah, son of
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http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note34
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note34

Shaphan (WSS, p. 190 no. 470; /BP, pp. 147, 232). See endnote 26

above regarding “Sixteen,” pp. 48-49 n. 34.

10 :36 Lay) 35598 1 609 (o Lo alisgs aSa U (sl Lijan
OBLE o) Lijan dagl agls Adpaa B
WSS, p. 190 no. 470; /BP, pp. 147, 232).

See endnote 26 above regarding “Sixteen,” pp. 48—-49 n. 34.
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30. Jehoiachin (= Jeconiah = Coniah), king, r. 598-597, 2 Kings
24:5, etc., in four Babylonian administrative tablets regarding oil rations or

deliveries, during his exile in Babylonia (Raging Torrent, p. 209; ANEHST,


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note35
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note35

pp. 386-387). Discovered at Babylon, they are dated from the tenth to the
thirty—fifth year of Nebuchadnezzar Il, king of Babylonia and conqueror of
Jerusalem. One tablet calls Jehoiachin “king” (Text Babylon 28122,
obverse, line 29; ANET, p. 308). A second, fragmentary text mentions him
as king in an immediate context that refers to “[. . . so]ns of the king of
Judah” and “Judahites” (Text Babylon 28178, obverse, col. 2, lines 38—
40; ANET, p. 308). The third tablet calls him “the son of the king of Judah”
and refers to “the five sons of the king of Judah” (Text Babylon 28186,
reverse, col. 2, lines 17-18; ANET, p. 308). The fourth text, the most
fragmentary of all, confirms “Judah” and part of Jehoiachin’s name, but

contributes no data that is not found in the other texts.
00595 :24 dgla 2 5597 N 598 (e dlal) LisS = adligy = adliggy
Al Ll clagl g A
Raging Torrent, p. 209;
ANEHST, pp. 386-387
A paidiond cpa Sl daldl) ) Bpdlad) L) e Lgdu Ui Jib A Cldis) ag

Alal) (Sligg 05035 Aagl L asldiysh @iley by lla



Text Babylon 28122, obverse, line 29;
ANET, p. 308
29glls Apsgtl el £l ) adhy sblie Gl (A llaS Sy Lgucai Al Aalel
Text Babylon 28178, obverse, col. 2, lines 38-40;
ANET, p. 308
Laggal) ellal e Uil (uad ) iy Aaggall clla (pf o ge a3 AN Aol
Text Babylon 28186, reverse, col. 2, lines 17-18;

ANET, p. 308
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Your servant, Hoshayahu, sent to inform my lord, Yaush: May YHWH
cause my lord fo hear ftidings of peace and tidings of good. And now, open
the ear of your servant concerning the letter which you sent to your servant
last evening because the heart of your servant is ill since your sending it to
your servant. And inasmuch as my lord said 'Don't you know how to read a
letter?" As YHWH lives if anyone has ever tried fo read me a letter! And as
for every letter that comes fo me, if | read it. And furthermore, | will grant it
as nothing. And to your servant it has been reported saying: The

commander of the army Konyahu son of Elnatan, has gone down fo go fo



Egypt and he sent to commandeer Hodawyahu son of Ahiyahu and his
men from here. And as for the letter of Tobiyahu, the servant of the king,
which came fto Sallum, the son of Yaddua, from the prophet, saying, 'Be on

guard!" your serfvalnt is sending it fo my lord.

Translation from Ahituv, Shmuel. Echoes from the Past. Jerusalem:

CARTA Jerusalem, 2008, pg. 63.
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http://drghaly.com/articles/display/13311
http://drghaly.com/articles/display/13311
http://drghaly.com/articles/display/13322

31. Shelemiah, father of Jehucal the official, late 7th century,
Jeremiah 37:3; 38:1 and 32. Jehucal (= Jucal), official during
Zedekiah’s reign, fl. within 597-586, Jeremiah 37:3; 38:1 only, both
referred to in a bulla discovered in the City of David in 2005 (Eilat Mazar,
“Did | Find King David’s Palace?” BAR 32, no. 1 [January/February 2006],
pp. 16-27, 70; idem, Preliminary Report on the City of David Excavations
2005 at the Visitors Cenfer Area [Jerusalem and New York: Shalem,
2007], pp. 67-69; idem, “The Wall that Nehemiah Built,” BAR 35, no. 2
[March/April 20091, pp. 24-33,66; idem, The Palace of King David:
Excavations at the Summit of the City of David: Preliminary Report of
Seasons 2005-2007 [Jerusalem/New York: Shoham AcademicResearch
and Publication, 2009], pp. 66-71). Only the possibility of firm
identifications is left open in “Corrections,” pp. 85-92; “Sixteen,” pp. 50-51;
this article is my first affirmation of four identifications, both here in notes
31 and 32 and below in notes 33 and 34.

After cautiously observing publications and withholding judgment for several
years, | am now affirming the four identifications in notes 31 through 34,

because | am now convinced that this bulla is a remnant from an


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note36
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note36
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note37
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note37
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/jerusalem/did-i-find-king-davids-palace/
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/jerusalem/did-i-find-king-davids-palace/
http://members.bib-arch.org/publication.asp?PubID=BSBA&Volume=35&Issue=02&ArticleID=07
http://members.bib-arch.org/publication.asp?PubID=BSBA&Volume=35&Issue=02&ArticleID=07

administrative center in the City of David, a possibility suggested in
“Corrections,” p. 100 second-to-last paragraph, and “Sixteen,” p. 51. For
me, the tipping point came by comparing the description and pictures of the
nearby and immediate archaeological context in Eilat Mazar, “Palace of
King David,” pp. 6670, with the administrative contexts described in Eran
Arie, Yuval Goren, and Inbal Samet, “Indelible Impression: Petrographic
Analysis of Judahite Bullae,” in Israel Finkelstein and Nadav Na’aman,
eds., The Fire Signals of Lachish: Studies in the Archaeology and History
of Israel in the Late Bronze Age, Iron Age, and Persian Period in Honor of
David Ussishkin (Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 2011), pp. 12-13 (the
section titled “The Database: Judahite Bullae from Controlled Excavations”)
and pp. 23-24. See also Nadav Na’aman, “The Interchange between Bible
and Archaeology: The Case of David’s Palace and the Millo,” BAR 40, no.
1 (January/February 2014), pp. 57-61, 68—69, which is drawn from idem,
“Biblical and Historical Jerusalem in the Tenth and Fifth—Fourth Centuries
B.C.E.,” Biblica 93 (2012): pp. 21-42. See also idem, “Five Notes on
Jerusalem in the First and Second Temple Periods,” 7e/ Aviv 39 (2012): p.

93.


http://members.bib-arch.org/publication.asp?PubID=BSBA&Volume=40&Issue=1&ArticleID=12
http://members.bib-arch.org/publication.asp?PubID=BSBA&Volume=40&Issue=1&ArticleID=12
http://members.bib-arch.org/publication.asp?PubID=BSBA&Volume=40&Issue=1&ArticleID=12
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33. Pashhur, father of Gedaliah the official, late 7th century, Jeremiah

38:1 and 34. Gedaliah, official during Zedekiah’s reign, fl. within 597—-


http://drghaly.com/articles/display/13311
http://drghaly.com/articles/display/13311
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note38
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note38
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note39

586, Jeremiah 38:1 only, both referred to in a bulla discovered in the City
of David in 2008. See “Corrections,” pp. 92-96; “Sixteen,” pp. 50-51; and
the preceding endnote 31 and 32 for bibliographic details on E. Mazar,

“Wall,” pp. 24-33, 66; idem, Palace of King David, pp. 68-71) and for the

comments in the paragraph that begins, “After cautiously ...~

As the point where three of the world’s major religions converge, Israel’s
history is one of the richest and most complex in the world. Sift through the
archaeology and history of this ancient land in the free eBook Israel: An
Archaeological Journey, and get a view of these significant Biblical sites

through an archaeologist’s lens.
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http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note39
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/free-ebooks/israel-an-archaeological-journey/
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/free-ebooks/israel-an-archaeological-journey/
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http://drghaly.com/articles/display/13303
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/20_F/f_130_01.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_035_03.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_035_03.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_249.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_249.html
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35. Tiglath—pileser lll (= Pul), king, r. 744-727, 2 Kings 15:19, etc.,
in his many inscriptions. See Raging Torrent, pp. 46=79; COS, vol. 2, pp.
284-292; /TP, Mikko Lukko, The Correspondence of Tiglath—pileser Il and
Sargon Il from Calah/Nimrud (State Archives of Assyria, no. 19; Assyrian

Text Corpus Project; Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 2013); ABC, pp.


http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/20_F/f_084.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/20_F/f_084.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_283.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_283.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/20_F/f_095.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/20_F/f_095.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/20_F/f_096.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/20_F/f_096.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_005.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_005.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_005.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/06_H/H_011.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/06_H/H_011.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/22_K/K_016.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/22_K/K_016.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/08_D/d_50.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/08_D/d_50.html
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note40

248-249. On Pul as referring to Tiglath—pileser lll, which is implicit in ABC,
p. 333 under “Pulu,” see /7P, p. 280 n. 5 for discussion and bibliography.
On the identification of Tiglath—pileser Ill in the Aramaic monumental
inscription honoring Panamu Il, in Aramaic monumental inscriptions 1 and §
of Bar-Rekub (now in Istanbul and Berlin, respectively), and in the Ashur
Ostracon, see /BP, p. 240; COS, pp. 158-161.

005919 :15 dla 2 2727 N 744 (pa dla 111 pudld &ulis
Raging Torrent, pp. 46-79; COS, vol. 2, pp. 284-292;

ITP, Mikko Lukko, The Correspondence of Tiglath—pileser lll and
Sargon Il from Calah/Nimrud (State Archives of Assyria, no. 19;
Assyrian Text Corpus Project; Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns,

2013);

ABC, pp. 248-249. On Pul as referring to Tiglath—pileser lll, which is

implicit in ABC, p. 333 under “Pulu,” see /TP, p. 280 n. 5

On the identification of Tiglath—pileser lll in the Aramaic monumental

inscription honoring Panamu Il, in Aramaic monumental inscriptions 1



and 8 of Bar-Rekub (now in Istanbul and Berlin, respectively), and in

the Ashur Ostracon, see /BP, p. 240; COS, pp. 158-161.
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Tiglath-Pileser IlI: stela from the walls of &
his palace (British Museum, London).






Tiglath-pileser lll, an alabaster bas- &/
relief from the king's central palace at
Nimrud, Mesopotamia.
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Museum number
K.3751

Description

Obverse

Part of a clay tablet, with holes, annals of Tiglath-Pileser 11, conquests and building operations,
mentions Ahar of Judah, kings of Ammon, Moab, Ashkelon, Edom, Gaza and Tyre, first 17 years of
reign, 50 + 35 lines of inscription, Neo-Assyrian.
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Roux, Georges. Ancient Iraq
16 AL dolall i b 4ad 4339 1000 a9
gl A il 13 aiy
“In all the countries which... [l received] the tribute of... Jehoahaz
(this is Ahaz with a theophoric prefix attached) of Judah...(consisting

of) gold, silver, tin, iron, antimony, linen garments with multicolored

trimmings....”
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“Israel (litearlly, Omri-land Bit-Humria)... All its inhabitants (and)
their possessions | led toAssyria. They overthrew their king Pekah

and | placed Hoshea as king over them. | received from them 10



talents of gold, 1,000 (?) talents of silver as their [tri]bute and

brought them to Assyria.”
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http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/03_T/T_057.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/03_T/T_057.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_054.html

oSty (3 117 Ja 2) Ljall agla Mg cagale puali) ia e ol Bya Jailud & culag
(palud) alag pdisgh ol o) juliald A) deidd . paa clla fpw aa cillad adigh
2) ) A3l sy Ay Gupgdl) Om Le ) LRT Jalg ¢ i DGl Jlas a2y LA

(554 :17 Ja

Laa (e ") A X Dlghad e dakid Lo aaly QIR ggw cllal) 138 BT (e Uy alg
LaS "Wty s oy (Ao lla Mg Al Aol CilS oy o Sy Laa Mg B el ALY
O oadinad Lad) cualdd] juliald oo dlll 48 dden Le 0S5 . Jly ola Aaild b ol
Aatiag Al el Gag cousiimgs sl a9 (9 118 3 117 Ja 2) pualal) QS
GUSH jauliiy (ugald Cladua B CigilaadSs LY aliga b La gaagall 12 (o a3l
Al aid ¢ Agud o ciag Aasa Jilgl B Al jalaaal) oda Ul RSy . gAY (ualal)
Gush Ao e juliald Lo 3yl ale 4isly ddolally oYl g Jailmd el giigh
ey gl Clgias EDE i) fluas Byaliadl jlas 8 fag jpuliald dde seiad ¢ paa
G (S5 -(6-3 117 Ja 2) Juihm) Al o s Lilly ¢ lSad) £3aly Alaal)

Oa A Al B Bpaladd) b o) g Adf (Adighi B — (waldd) juliald cils G
cp e T22)723 b puliald ciga b cai Byaliadl of glal) e (s .ASke
Ogasm Al ) o) A At cila Jag ¢ mliald cige LdS oo plalh jd Alia (il

Ao Uage dllal) 1gil


http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_249.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/26_HA/HA_65.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/24_M/M_165.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/24_M/M_165.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_054.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_054.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_014.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_014.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_014.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_014.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_014.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_014.html
http://st-takla.org/
http://st-takla.org/
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_054.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_054.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_054.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_054.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_054.html

36. Shalmaneser V (= Ululaya), king, r. 726-722, 2 Kings 17:2, etc.,
in chronicles, in king-lists, and in rare remaining inscriptions of his own
(ABC, p. 242; COS, vol. 2, p. 325). Most notable is the Neo-Babylonian
Chronicle series, Chronicle 1, i, lines 24-32. In those lines, year 2 of the
Chronicle mentions his plundering the city of Samaria (Raging Torrent, pp.
178, 182; ANEHST, p. 408). (“Shalman” in Hosea 10:14 is likely a
historical allusion, but modern lack of information makes it difficult to assign
it to a particular historical situation or ruler, Assyrian or otherwise. See
below for the endnotes to the box at the top of p. 50.)
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Ululayu, the crown prince

cene from the painted wall decoration of the 8th century Assyrian

palace of Hadattu
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37. Sargon I, king, r. 721-7035, Isaiah 20:1, in many inscriptions,
including his own. See Raging Torrent, pp. 80-109, 176-179, 182; COS,
vol. 2, pp. 293-300; Mikko Lukko, 7he Correspondence of Tiglath-pileser
Il and Sargon Il from Calah/Nimrud (State Archives of Assyria, no. 19;
Assyrian Text Corpus Project; Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns,
2013); ABC, pp. 236-238; /BP, pp. 240-241 no. (74).
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Mikko Lukko, The Correspondence of Tiglath—pileser lll and Sargon I/

from Calah/Nimrud (State Archives of Assyria, no. 19;

Assyrian Text Corpus Project; Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns,

2013);
ABC, pp. 236-238;
IBP, pp. 240-241 no. (74)
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38. Sennacherib, king, r. 704-681, 2 Kings 18:13, etc., in many
inscriptions, including his own. See Raging Torrent, pp. 110-129; COS,
vol. 2, pp. 300-305; ABC, pp. 238-240; ANEHST, pp. 407-411, esp.
410; /BP, pp. 241-242.
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COS, vol. 2, pp. 300-305;
ABC, pp. 238-240;
ANEHST, pp. 407-411,

esp. 410;

IBP, pp. 241-242
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39. Adrammelech (= Ardamullissu = Arad—mullissu), son and

assassin of Sennacherib, fl. early 7th century, 2 Kings 19:37, etc., in

a letter sent to Esarhaddon, who succeeded Sennacherib on the throne of
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Assyria. See Raging Torrent, pp. 111, 184, and COS, vol. 3, p. 244, both
of which describe and cite with approval Simo Parpola, “The Murderer of
Sennacherib,” in Death in Mesopotamia: Papers Read at the XXVie
Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale, ed. Bendt Alster (Copenhagen:
Akademisk Forlag, 1980), pp. 171-182. See also ABC, p. 240.

An upcoming scholarly challenge is the identification of Sennacherib’s
successor, Esarhaddon, as a more likely assassin in Andrew Knapp’s
paper, “The Murderer of Sennacherib, Yet Again,” to be read in a February

2014 Midwest regional conference in Bourbonnais, lll. (SBL/AOS/ASOR).

On various renderings of the neo—Assyrian name of the assassin,

see RIA s.v. “Ninlil,” vol. 9, pp. 452-453 (in German). On the mode of

execution of those thought to have been conspirators in the assassination,

see the selection from Ashurbanipal’s Rassam cylinder in ANET, p. 288.
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Raging Torrent, pp. 111, 184, and



COS, vol. 3, p. 244,

The Murderer of Sennacherib,” in Death in Mesopotamia: Papers Read
at the XXVie Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale, ed. Bendt

Alster (Copenhagen: Akademisk Forlag, 1980), pp. 171-182.
ABC, p. 240.
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Andrew Knapp’s paper, “The Murderer of Sennacherib, Yet Again,” to
be read in a February 2014 Midwest regional conference in

Bourbonnais, lll. (SBL/AOS/ASOR).
JUball ad Baandl ;oY 3ydS cilpld B
RIA s.v. “Ninlil,” vol. 9, pp. 452-453
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Ashurbanipal’s Rassam cylinder in ANET, p. 288.
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40. Esarhaddon, king, r. 680-669, 2 Kings 19:37, etc., in his many

inscriptions. See Raging Torrent, pp. 130-147; COS, vol. 2, p. 306; ABC,

pp. 217-219. Esarhaddon’s name appears in many cuneiform inscriptions
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(ANET, pp. 272-274, 288-290, 292-294, 296, 297, 301-303, 426-428,
449, 450, 531, 533-541, 605, 606), including his Succession Treaty
(ANEHST, p. 355).
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Raging Torrent, pp. 130-147;
COS, vol. 2, p. 306;
ABC, pp. 217-219.
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428, 449, 450, 531, 533-541, 605, 606
ANEHST, p. 355
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Esarhaddon reports with unusual candor [in Nineveh A] that he was
not the oldest son of his father and predecessor Sennacherib.
Esarhaddon had a number of elder brothers. Nonetheless, at some
point Sennacherib decided to make Esarhaddon his heir apparent.
Liver divination undertaken in the name of the sun-god Samas and
the weather god Adad confirms the appointment. And both the people
of Assyria and Esarhaddon’s brothers swear loyalty to the new crown

prince.



The brothers, however, are not happy with this course of events.
Jealous and full of resentment, they conspire against Sennacherib’s
new succession designation. Sennacherib is affected by their
machinations and finally distances himself from his newly minted
heir. Secretly, however, Sennacherib continues to wish that
Esarhaddon will become king after him. In the meantime, Esarhaddon
leaves the capital Nineveh and takes refuge in an unspecified safe
location somewhere in the West. Soon after, the brothers “go mad”
and commit “deeds that are deeply offensive to the gods and
mankind”—a thinly veiled allusion to the fact that, as other sources
indicate, they murdered Sennacherib ... But the brothers are not to
reap any rewards from their actions. Esarhaddon returns to Assyria
with a small army, chases the regicides away and, encouraged by

prophetic oracles, ascends the Assyrian throne.



Plaque of King Esarhaddon and the Queen Mother Nakija
Assyrian Empire, reign of Esarhaddon (681-669 BC)

Musée du Louvre.



Stone prism of Esarhaddon. Neo—Assyrian, 680-669 BC

From Mesopotamia. British Museum.
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“l commanded the kings from the region of Hatti as well as the areas
on the other side of the Euphrates, including Ba‘lu, king of Tyre,

Manasseh, king of Judah . . . ;
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41. Merodach-baladan Il (=Marduk-apla-idinna Il), king, r. 721-710
and 703, 2 Kings 20:12, etc., in the inscriptions of Sennacherib and the
Neo-Babylonian Chronicles (Raging Torrent, pp. 111, 174, 178-179, 182~
183. For Sennacherib’s account of his first campaign, which was against

Merodach—baladan Il, see COS, vol. 2, pp. 300-302. For the Neo—
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Babylonian Chronicle series, Chronicle 1, i, 33—-42, see ANEHST, pp. 408—
409. This king is also included in the Babylonian King List A (ANET, p.
271), and the latter part of his name remains in the reference to him in the
Synchronistic King List (ANMET, pp. 271-272), on which see ABC, pp. 226,
237.
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ABC, pp. 226, 237.
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Merodach-Baladan, King of Babylon, enfeoffs (makes a legal

agreement with) a vassal. From the original in the Altes Museum,
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42. Nebuchadnezzar Il, king, r. 604-562, 2 Kings 24:1, etc., in many

cuneiform tablets, including his own inscriptions. See Raging Torrent, pp.
220-223; COS, vol. 2, pp. 308-310; ANET, pp. 221, 307-311; ABC, p.
232. The Neo-Babylonian Chronicle series refers to him in Chronicles 4
and 5 (ANEHST, pp. 415, 416-417, respectively). Chronicle 5, reverse,
lines 11-13, briefly refers to his conquest of Jerusalem (“the city of Judah”)
in 597 by defeating “its king” (Jehoiachin), as well as his appointment of “a
king of his own choosing” (Zedekiah) as king of Judah.
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ABC, p. 232.
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43. Nebo-sarsekim, chief official of Nebuchadnezzar I, fl. early 6th
century, Jeremiah 39:3, in a cuneiform inscription on Babylonian clay
tablet BM 114789 (1920-12-13, 81), dated to 595 B.C.E. The time

reference in Jeremiah 39:3 is very close, to the year 586. Since it is


http://drghaly.com/articles/display/13295
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extremely unlikely that two individuals having precisely the same personal
name would have been, in turn, the sole holders of precisely this unique
position within a decade of each other, it is safe to assume that the
inscription and the book of Jeremiah refer to the same person in different
years of his time in office. In July 2007 in the British Museum, Austrian
researcher Michael Jursa discovered this Babylonian reference to the
biblical “Nebo—sarsekim, the Rab—saris” (rab Sa-resi, meaning “chief
official”) of Nebuchadnezzar Il (r. 604-562). Jursa identified this official in
his article, “Nabu—-Sarrtissu—ukin, rab sa—resi, und ‘Nebusarsekim’ (Jer.
39:3),” Nouvelles Assyriologiques Breves et Utilitaires2008/1 (March): pp.
9-10 (in German). See also Bob Becking, “Identity of Nabusharrussu-ukin,
the Chamberlain: An Epigraphic Note on Jeremiah 39,3. With an Appendix
on the Nebu(!)sarsekim Tablet by Henry Stadhouders,” Biblische

Notizen NF 140 (2009): pp. 35-46; “Corrections,” pp. 121-124; “Sixteen,”
p. 47 n. 31. On the correct translation of rab sa—resi (and three older,
published instances of it having been incorrect translated as rab sagé),

see /TP, p. 171 n. 16.
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Nouvelles Assyriologiques Breves et Utilitaires2008/1 (March): pp. 9-

10 (in German).

Bob Becking, “ldentity of Nabusharrussu-ukin, the Chamberlain: An
Epigraphic Note on Jeremiah 39,3. With an Appendix on the
Nebu(!)sarsekim Tablet by Henry Stadhouders,” Biblische Notizen NF

140 (2009): pp- 35-46;
“Corrections,” pp. 121-124;
“Sixteen,” p. 47 n. 31.

/TP, p. 171 n. 16.
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44. Nergal-sharezer (= Nergal-sharusur the Sin-magir = Nergal-
sarru-usur the simmagir), officer of Nebuchadnezzar II, early sixth
century, Jeremiah 39:3, in a Babylonian cuneiform inscription known as
Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (column 3 of prism ES 7834, in the Istanbul
Archaeological Museum). See ANET, pp. 307-308; Rocio Da Riva,
“Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (ES 7834): A New Edition,” Zeitschrift fiir
Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische Archéologie, vol. 103, no. 2 (2013):
204, Group 3.
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Rocio Da Riva, “Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (ES 7834): A New
Edition,” Zeitschrift fir Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische

Archéologie, vol. 103, no. 2 (2013): 204, Group 3.
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45. Nebuzaradan (= Nabuzeriddinam = Nabu-zer-iddin),
a chief officer of Nebuchadnezzar Il, early sixth century, 2 Kings 25:8,
etc. & Jeremiah 39:9, etc., in a Babylonian cuneiform inscription known
as Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (column 3, line 36 of prism ES 7834, in the
Istanbul Archaeological Museum). See ANET, p. 307; Rocio Da Riva,
“Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (ES 7834): A New Edition,” Zeitschrift fir
Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische Archéologie, vol. 103, no. 2 (2013):
202, Group 1.
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column 3, line 36 of prism ES 7834, in the Istanbul Archaeological

Museum
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ANET, p. 307;
Rocio Da Riva, “Nebuchadnezzar II’s Prism (ES 7834):

A New Edition,” Zeitschrift fiir Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische

Archéologie, vol. 103, no. 2 (2013): 202, Group 1.
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46. Evil-merodach (= Awel Marduk, = Amel Marduk), king, r. 561-
560, 2 Kings 25:27, etc., in various inscriptions (ANET, p. 309; OROT,
pp. 15, 504 n. 23). See especially Ronald H. Sack, Ame/-Marduk: 562~
560 B.C.; A Study Based on Cuneiform, Old Testament, Greek, Latin and
Rabbinical Sources (Alter Orient und Altes Testament, no. 4; Kevelaer,
Butzon & Bercker, and Neukirchen-Viuyn, Neukirchener, 1972).
27 :25 dska 2 A5 560 N 561 (s e Foapa Jual = Foap Jug) = Fodm Jud)
LS

5

g

e TP
ANET, p. 309;
OROT, pp. 15, 504 n. 23

Ronald H. Sack, Ame/-Marduk: 562-560 B.C.; A Study Based on

Cuneiform, Old Testament, Greek, Latin and Rabbinical Sources (Alter
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http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note51

Orient und Altes Testament, no. 4; Kevelaer, Butzon & Bercker, and

Neukirchen-Vluyn, Neukirchener, 1972

daud Jaas U

ralid 47
A e i

5 JUila wasiend o) walddy e udlal) QUSH A1 Le 3 HEY) ale




Olsy Aplatsl) 4y ghaaay) dlgla AT Gudsigsd Cn) sag "dllal) Jy Biayd' slina gals) aud
bl G ghaia e gy Sl eal Mgl Gl oIS Adf JLily i Sy L dllall B ASy i
O Loy 45l Gl OIS AT g ¢ nal Mgl Hibaa L) 008 ol 451 L Jhr B Byl
By . llall ¥ i) dagay alb o dllg ALY cBlawd) (B jsSiall puldilaly udi g8

1 A jaials an§ 553 Au LU cdlaull Bhy 4l o LLAIL Kl jalily pual
i ol 51 Y) plad B cdgl) Jlgh Lt OIS (utiigsd Of gag -p- 8 539 Adu ) JSal
Jas baa daily alsl 885 (3052992259529 1 :5 13) b s b of ) el
4 tilial el dagl) g Ay al B gaid A (1) AT Jariualy ddlaial Jily
s Ly (25 :5 1aa jae Ll (25 :5 1) "Gudy Jo8 U L' lailad) o sy gl
D) AU o3 junadll JLila ol LUK s of 5ol o (SISl Bag slasa
@alall Gusa )y JaT ) A0 ALl B Qlld Giaag L ASlaal) DIy Cllal) B3 Ll cpeds

-

PERN

47. Belshazzar, son and co-regent of Nabonidus, fl. ca. 543?7-540,
Daniel 5:1, etc., in Babylonian administrative documents and the “Verse
Account” (Muhammed A. Dandamayev, “Nabonid, A,” R/A, vol. 9, p.

10; Raging Torrent, pp. 215-216; OROT, pp. 73-74). A neo-Babylonian
text refers to him as “Belshazzar the crown prince” (ANET, pp. 309-310 n.

5).


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note52
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note52
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Muhammed A. Dandamayev, “Nabonid, A,” RI/A, vol. 9, p. 10;
Raging Torrent, pp. 215-216;
OROT, pp. 73-74
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verse account of Nabonidus
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Nabonidus said: 'l shall build a temple for him, | shall construct his holy
seat, | shall form its first brick for him, | shall establish firmly its foundation,
| shall make a replica even of the temple Ekur. | shall call its name Ehulhul
for all days to come.

When | will have fully executed what | have planned, | shall lead him by



the hand and establish him on his seat. Yet till | have achieved this, till |
have obtained what is my desire, | shall omit all festivals, | shall order even

the New Year's festival to cease!'

And he formed its first brick, did lay out the outlines, he spread out the
foundation, made high its summit, by means of wall decoration made of
gypsum and bitumen he made its facing brilliant, as in the temple Esagila
he made a ferocious wild bull stand on guard in front of it.

After he had obtained what he desired, a work of utter deceit, had built
this abomination, a work of unholiness —when the third year was about to
begin— he entrusted the army [?] to his oldest son, his first born, the troops
in the country he ordered under his command.

He let everything go, entrusted the kingship to him, and, himself, he

started out for a long journey. The military forces of Akkad marching with

him, he turned to Tema deep in the west.
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As for me, Nabonidus, king of Babylon, save me from sinning against your
great godhead and grant me as a present a life long of days, and as

for Belshazzar,[4] the eldest son —my offspring— instill reverence for your
great godhead in his heart and may he not commit ant cultic mistake, may

he be sated with a life of plenitude.
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The king stayed in Tema; the crown prince, his officials and his army

were in Akkad. The king did not come to Babylon for the [New Year's]

ceremonies of the month of Nisannu;
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Opis when Cyrus attacked the army of Akkad in ,Tasritu In the month of
massacred [Cyrus]on the Tigris, the inhabitants of Akkad revolted, but he
Sippar was seized without ,/October [2]the inhabitants. The fifteenth day

the ,/litt: Ugbaru] Gobryas ,battle. Nabonidus fled. The sixteenth day
and the army of Cyrus entered Babylon without battle. ,Gutium governor of

.Afterwards, Nabonidus was arrested in Babylon when he returned there
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http://www.livius.org/caa-can/calendar/calendar_babylonian.html
http://www.livius.org/on-oz/opis/opis.htm
http://www.livius.org/gi-gr/gobryas/gobryas_1.html
http://www.livius.org/cg-cm/chronicles/reading2.html
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48. Cyrus Il (=Cyrus the great), king, r. 559-530, 2 Chronicles 36:22,
etc., in various inscriptions (including his own), for which and on which

see ANEHST, pp. 418—-426, ABC, p. 214. For Cyrus’ cylinder inscription,

see Raging Torrent, pp. 224-230; ANET, pp. 315-316; COS, vol. 2, pp.


http://st-takla.org/pub_oldtest/Arabic-Old-Testament-Books/27-Isaiah/00-ArabicBible-Old-Testament-AlInjil-Enjeel-Elkalima__Book-of-Isaiah-Esheia-index.html
http://st-takla.org/pub_oldtest/Arabic-Old-Testament-Books/27-Isaiah/00-ArabicBible-Old-Testament-AlInjil-Enjeel-Elkalima__Book-of-Isaiah-Esheia-index.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_014.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_014.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/18_EN/EN_113.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/18_EN/EN_113.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_035_02.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_035_02.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_448.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_448.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_448.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_448.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/13_SH/SH_199.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/13_SH/SH_199.html
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note53
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note53

314-316; ANEHST, pp. 426-430; P&B, pp. 87-92. For larger context and

implications in the biblical text, see OROT, pp. 70-76.

018922 :36 LA 2 89530 A 559 (e ella (sl (E568) 11 Gupla
ddag 4l N AL g Lay (g e anl) b
ANEHST, pp. 418-426,
ABC, p. 214.
For Cyrus’ cylinder inscription, see Raging Torrent, pp. 224-230;
ANET, pp. 315-316;
COS, vol. 2, pp. 314-316;
ANEHST, pp. 426-430;
P&B, pp. 87-92.

For larger context and implications in the biblical text, see OROT, pp.

70-76.
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At the end of the month Elul (August) the gods of Akkad, who were above

the atmosphere, came down to Babylon. The gods of Borsippa, Cutha, and
Sippara came not down. In the Month Tammuz (June) Cyrus made battle
in Rutum against . . . . of the river Nizallat. The men of Akkad made a
revolt. The soldiers took Sippara on the 14" day without fighting, and
Nabonidus fled away. On the 16™ day Gobryas, the governor of Gutium,
and the army of Cyrus came to Babylon without any opposition. Afterwards
having bound Nabonidus, he took him to Babylon. At the end of the month
Tammuz the rebels of Gutium closed the gates of E-sagili; but neither in
that temple nor any other temples of the country was there found a weapon

for its defence. In the month Marchesvan (October), the 3" day, Cyrus



came to Babylon, the roads were dark before him. He made peace to the
city and promised peace to all Babylon. Cyrus appointed Gobryas to be

governor in Babylon together with others.
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Irreverently, he put an end fo the regular offerings and he
interfered in the cultic centers;... By his own plan, he did away with
the worship of Marduk, the king of the gods, he continually did evil

against Marduk's city.
Ol Y giale 8Ll (G usisn gl Lasie cund A ¢ (Sl sy

their borders; the gods who lived among them forsook their

dwellings, angry that he had brought them to Babylon.
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'l am Cyrus the king, an Achaemenid." in Old Persian, Elamite and

Akkadian languages. It is carved in a column in Pasargadae.

The four-winged guardian figure representing Cyrus the Great, a bas-
relief found at Pasargadae on top of which was once inscribed in

three languages the sentence 'l am Cyrus the king, an Achaemenian
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49. Darius | (=Darius the Great), king, r. 520-486, Ezra 4:5, etc., in

various inscriptions, including his own trilingual cliff inscription at Behistun,
on which see P&B, pp. 131-134. See also COS, vol. 2, p. 407, vol. 3, p.
130; ANET, pp. 221, 316, 492; ABC, p. 214; ANEHST, pp. 407, 411. On

the setting, see OROT, pp. 70-75.


http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_448.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_448.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_448.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_448.html
http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerseRanges.php?r=15:6:1-15,46:7:1-3
http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerseRanges.php?r=45:1:1,45:2:1;10;18,46:1:;7,46:7:1
http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerseRanges.php?r=45:1:1,45:2:1;10;18,46:1:;7,46:7:1
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_014.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_014.html
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note54
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P&B, pp. 131-134.
COS, vol. 2, p. 407, vol. 3, p. 130;
ANET, pp. 221, 316, 492;
ABC, p. 214;
ANEHST, pp. 407, 411.

OROT, pp. 70-75.
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Letter from Darius | to Gadatas, satrap in lonia



Gold darics such as this one (with a purity of 95.83%) were only

issued by the king himself. (c. 490 BCE.)



The Behistin Stone Relief depicting king Darius | the Great
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50. Tattenai (=Tatnai), provincial governor of Trans—Euphrates, late
sixth to early fifth century, Ezra 5:3, etc., in a tablet of Darius | the
Great, king of Persia, which can be dated to exactly June 5, 502 B.C.E.
See David E. Suiter, “Tattenai,” in David Noel Freedman, ed., Anchor Bible
Dictionary (New York: Doubleday, 1992), vol. 6, p. 336; A. T. Olmstead,

99

“Tattenai, Governor of ‘Beyond the River,”” Journal of Near Eastern
Studies 3 (1944): p. 46. A drawing of the cuneiform text appears in Arthur
Ungnad, Vorderasiatische Schriftdenkmaler Der Koniglichen Museen Zu
Berlin (Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1907), vol. IV, p. 48, no. 152 (VAT 43560). VAT
is the abbreviation for the series Vorderasiatische Abteilung Tontafel,
published by the Berlin Museum. The author of the BAR article wishes to
acknowledge the query regarding Tattenai from Mr. Nathan Yadon of
Houston, Texas, private correspondence, 8 September 2015.
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David E. Suiter, “Tattenai,” in David Noel Freedman, ed., Anchor

Bible Dictionary (New York: Doubleday, 1992), vol. 6, p. 336;


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note55
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note55

A. T. Olmstead, “Tattenai, Governor of ‘Beyond the River,’” Journal

of Near Eastern Studies 3 (1944): p. 46.

. A drawing of the cuneiform text appears in Arthur
Ungnad, Vorderasiatische Schriftdenkmaler Der Kéoniglichen Museen
Zu Berlin (Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1907), vol. IV, p. 48, no. 152 (VAT

43560).

sy

This cuneiform tablet has the name Tattannu written on one of its

edges
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51. Xerxes | (=Ahasuerus), king, r. 486-465, Esther 1:1, etc., in

various inscriptions, including his own (P&B, p. 301; ANET, pp. 316-317),


http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/22_K/K_016.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/22_K/K_016.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/20_F/f_006.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/20_F/f_006.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_242.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_242.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_242_1.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_242_1.html
http://st-takla.org/pub_oldtest/Arabic-Old-Testament-Books/19-Esther/00-ArabicBible-Old-Testament-AlInjil-Enjeel-Elkalima__Book-of-Esther-Astir-index.html
http://st-takla.org/pub_oldtest/Arabic-Old-Testament-Books/19-Esther/00-ArabicBible-Old-Testament-AlInjil-Enjeel-Elkalima__Book-of-Esther-Astir-index.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/27_O/O_29.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/27_O/O_29.html
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note56

and in the dates of documents from the time of his reign (COS, vol. 2, p.

188, vol. 3, pp. 142, 145. On the setting, see OROT, pp. 70-75.
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P&B, p. 301;
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COS, vol. 2, p. 188, vol. 3, pp. 142, 145.

On the setting, see OROT, pp. 70-75
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Rock relief of Xerxes at his tomb in Nagsh-e Rustam
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DISCOVERED Evidence of Esther's husband KING Artaxerxes in the

bible.
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tablet written by Xerxes discovered in the Kings palace. Yes the kings

father, the same King of Persia in the Book of Esther
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- Queen Esther (right, H 3.2 cm) in front of Atossa (Darius’ wife and
Xerxes' mother) seated on a throne (probablywhen she married
Xerxes in 489 BCE). MusZe du Louvre, Paris. Seal dated 5 th century

BCE (AO 22359)

Cylinder seal C16496 Buffalo Museum, New York



Tablet VAT 4397 dated 11/V ?/00 of Xerxes
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http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_106.html
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Jo¥) Budiad)f sa abdla Jlay (e baady Lje OIS @M Budadf of o asaadl Gy
il e ¥y By (sl Ginsdal g 23 = 7 :4 Lo A gsiall) Ghngdal o
Wany 2 cug)d sl oAT J8 Julhy (fl) s smag cmsdal JUE) o3 ugillil
EV- Gusalian G- 1Sla Audi e Jaag o () Ciags OIS Al 31 Gugillsf g8 Sty
N S B Algha day A8ty —Agl cige ais " LY e Ll ols Al 1) (S

Loy Asla A58 Alalg 5385

o Al a3 460 ale yan b cuald 5y g aad] Ludad)l of olisd) sdysall 83 aBg
b ran B B alily cuagill AT §ye Uwdiad)) dlls (ali dia a3 448 ol L
196 Rl ¢ paal) (oY) do b By a5 448 D B Ljgu B Al (a3 460 Lin
Clglar puad el 338 FUS 0y gy 2ad Uodiat)] (815 «quglinaly sl 3204,
A Of QA ¢ an aSa ldiad)f slaia) ¢ dag . Gusmlase sl oolil) LAY 5Ly
Ol 39 45ty ¢ payd Bpn sladud dgg (uLlIS rlaa agaa dhad Ll payd Ao ¢ aldY)
Logmr B B g Qg mlase Al Jully AlId sayg . giaall Ll B Lilig) gpaall 4y al) eiag
Ga Ade e sy Slag Al sy Ghleg gl o gl dre gl Sie e ASle
aigle 3By LlSy Lt e Llg oS Latie «ugdnlana (o Guguns) S o - agieall ASla
Bghi L B aaa cLiaad (B ) gs3all aildiy gl QIA o) Q) g . G gailigl AN

OLl A SBN iy gdial AL Adlag ca. (5 424 B J5Y) Leudad)) cilag . ugjulasa


http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_106.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_106.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_106.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_106.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/24_M/M_165.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/24_M/M_165.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_157.html

ey ()58l ABL M) ugi )t pals ol G GusSsly Gusibiangu Laa GhAT

" u g gl

ALAY Bia by A ela L oJg¥) eadad)] oo Laad (B ) eShal) Uudiad)l o wgs Laag
aSlas dalga Jsgf B8y bl 3 Ladiie Mo Jaliis S . (3 408 (2 4l (o (Olgwd 2i2)
O Al o Gatd (liand ey A QL) gud B oIS i o Cuag ety ) §paldl
boe sla by B ol AN Viesdiad)l e cdaldl B OlS &) J6Y) Ladiad)f oy Jalis
slag (7 :7 ) Js¥) Baudad)l dllall daglod) 3ud) A o a3 458 Aha b anldiysl )
Jale sy (1 :1 ) cllall Ludil 5yde A0EY ) B ol a5 445 L B Luans
Aaldly canldi) gl £ Uiy BaleY Luaadl o . (5 445 L oyl jaualy day S Aalas 2ggal) L

(27 — 24 19) Jldla 8 5y s83al) 1o gl grpcad) T8 A} A5 chag . Lgute Ll

52. Artaxerxes | Longimanus, king, r. 465-425/424, Ezra 4:6, 7, etc.,
in various inscriptions, including his own (P&B, pp. 242-243), and in the
dates of documents from the time of his reign (COS, vol. 2, p. 163, vol. 3,
p. 145; ANET, p. 548).

opis 796 :4 3 B 424425 1 465 G dla Lidag)
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P&B, pp. 242-243


http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note57

aSall ¢y b clafical) fbig
COS, vol. 2, p. 163, vol. 3, p. 145;

ANET, p. 548
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Ruins of King ARTAXERXES I's palace in Persepolis
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53. Darius Il Nothus, king, r. 425/424-405/404, Nehemiah 12:22, in
various inscriptions, including his own (for example, P&B, pp. 158-159)
and in the dates of documents from the time of his reign (ANET, p.
548; COS, vol. 3, pp. 116-117).
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http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/50-people-in-the-bible-confirmed-archaeologically/#note58
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A letter from the Elephantine Papyri, requesting the rebuilding of a

Jewish temple at Elephantine.

Letter from Elephantine papyri

Among the Elephantine papyri, a collection of 5th century BCE
Hebrew manuscripts from the Jewish community at Elephantine in
Egypt, a letter was found in which Johanan is mentioned. The letter is
dated 'the 20th of Marshewan, year 17 of king Darius’, which

corresponds to 407 BCE.[2] It is addressed to Bagoas, the governor




of Judah, and is a request for the rebuilding of a Jewish temple at
Elephantine, which was destroyed by Egyptian pagans. The letter

includes the following passage:

(---)'We have also sent a letter before now, when this evil was done
to us, to our lord and to the high priest Johanan and his colleagues
the priests in Jerusalem and to Ostanes the brother of Anani and the

nobles of the Jews, Never a letter have they sent to us’(...) .
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