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Whale ‘evolution’?

Pakicetus reconstruction What was found

Gingerich, 1983 J. Geol. Gingerich et al., 1983,
Educ. 31:140-144 Science 220:403-406.
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(Extinct Whale Ancestor - about 52 million years ago)

Indohyus =
(Extinct Whale “Cousin” - about 48 million vears ago)
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Indohyus is the closest relative of whales; this contradicts most of

the data from DNA from the last 12 or 13 years.

University of Calgary. "Is The Hippopotamus The Closest Living
Relative To The Whale?." ScienceDaily. ScienceDaily, 19 March 2009.
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published in Mafure in December 2007 by J. G. M. Thewissen, a
professor at Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine, and

his colleagues.


https://drghaly.com/articles/display/12434
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whales are more closely linked to an extinct pig—like animal, often

known as India's pig or Indohyus
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Jessica Theodor, an associate professor in the Department of
Biological Sciences at the University of Calgary, and her colleague

Jonathan Geisler, associate professor at Georgia Southern University
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She says Thewissen did not use DNA evidence, instead used fossil

evidence alone to create a family tree and reach the conclusion
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And the reason their tree is so different is simple: by excluding all the

DNA information they left out all the data
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The controversy began after the new fossil of Indohyus, was
discovered and written about by Thewissen and his group. This
animal lived around 48 million years ago, lived in the water and fed

on land.
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When biologists study family trees, they traditionally rely on
morphology, in other words, the shape of bones. More recently, the
DNA revolution means that scientists can use DNA data as another

tool to reconstruct family trees,
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'In order to get the best understanding, researchers combine the two

sources of data in a single analysis. But what Thewissen and his

group did, was leave one of the major ones out," says Theodor.

Geisler and Theodor argue that leaving out the DNA data ignores

important information,

University of Calgary. 'ls The Hippopotamus The Closest Living

Relative To The Whale?."' ScienceDaily. ScienceDaily, 19 March 2009.
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*...radical changes required in the
integument system, lactation, breathing,
diving, feeding methods, nervous system,
eyes (they must be protected in water) and

hearing, and transformation from a walking
to a swimming mode of life. Some
additional examples include
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loss of body hair, body strecamlining,
transformation of forelimbs into flippers. loss of
hind limbs, evolution of flukes for swimming,
and backward movement of nostrils. Thousands
ol changes are required to convert a land
tetrapod to a fishlike mammal. All of these

systems are interrelated and function as a unit,
requiring altering the interrelationships
of the whole system.”

Jerry Bergman, Whale Evolution: A Whale ol a
lale, CRSQ Vol 49, No. 2
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“Particularly difficult to accept as chance processes are those
prolonged changes which lead to a new lifestyle, such as the
evolution of birds from reptiles or—perhaps odder—the return of

mammals to a life in the sea, as in the case of dolphins and whales.”

G.R. Taylor, Great Evolution Mystery (1983), p. 160.
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