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Isaiah 51:12.

Midrash Rabbah, Exodus XXIX, 9.

... Had He spoken, they would have said: ‘Baal has answered us.” How
much more natural was it then that when God spoke on Mount Sinai, the
whole world became silent, so that all creatures might know that there is
none beside Him. Then He said: | AM THE LORD THY GOD. And of the
Time to Come it says, /, even /, am He that comforteth you (Isa. LI, 12).
The Midrash has a footnote after this quote which reads: ‘Because they
received the Commandments beginning with anochi; God will comfort them
in the Messianic Age also with anochi. [anochiis the Hebrew for “I am”

found in the first commandment].’
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