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According to the Talmud, “there is not atonement without the blood”
Yoma 5a,

Zebahim 6a,

Menahot 93b.
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And with regard to the halakhot of offerings that apply throughout the
generations the Gemara asks: From where do we derive that failure to
place hands on the head of the animal does not invalidatethe offering?
The Gemara answers: As it was taught in a baraifa that the verse
states: “And he shall place his hand on the head of the burnt-

offering, and it shall be accepted for him to atone on his behalf’


https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.1.4
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.17.11

(Leviticus 1:4). Does the placing of hands atone for one’s sins? Isn’t
atonement accomplished only by the sprinkling of the blood, as it is
stated: “For it is the blood that makes atonement by reason of the

life” (Leviticus 17:11)
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And with regard to the halakhot of offerings throughout the
generations, the Gemara asks: From where do we derive that failure to
wave the offering does not invalidate the offering? The Gemara
answers: As it was taught in a baraita that the verse says: “He shall take
one male lamb as a guilt-offering to be waved to make atonement for
him” (Leviticus 14:21). Does waving the offering atone for one’s
sins? Isn’t atonement accomplished only by the sprinkling of the blood,
as it is stated: “For it is the blood that makes atonement by reason of
the life” (Leviticus 17:11)? And for what purpose, then, does the

verse state: To be waved to make atonement? It teaches that if one
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deemed the ritual of waving to be a peripheral aspect of the mitzva and
therefore failed to perform it, the verse ascribes to him status as though
he did not achieveoptimal atonement; and nevertheless, the

offering atones for his sins on his behalf.
A3 L
Reland. Heb. Antiqu. par. 3. c. 2. sect. 8.
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Rabbi J. H. Hertz, commenting on Leviticus 17:11, observed, “The use of
blood, representing life, in the rites of atonement symbolized the complete
yielding up of the worshipper’s life to God, and conveyed the thought that
the surrender of a man to the will of God carried with it the assurance of

Divine pardon.”
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Does the laying on of the hand [on the sacrifice] make atonement for one?
Does not atonement come through the blood, as it is said: For it is the
blood that maketh atonement by reason of the life! [Lev. 17:11] . . . Does

the waving [of the offering] make atonement? Is it not the blood which



makes atonement, as it is written, “For it is the blood that maketh
atonement by reason of the life” [again, Lev. 17:11]? (b. Yoma 5a, as
translated in the Soncino Talmud; cf. also the virtually identical wording in

b. Zevahim 6a; b. Menahot 93b; Sifra 4:9).

iall o o) dhal (&) oo 24 g9 A & Targum of Onkelos (usbaig) asasis
QUsl) Jleg cuaddl Jlo ddaly
: “And Moses took the blood and poured it on the altar as atonement
for the people.”
BHWSH Al 5ac B oda Byfka Giaad W ad i 0o o) oy Al L)) Uy
: “there is no atonement without blood.” Rashi states that “the fundamental

principle (‘iqqar) of atonement is in the blood” (b. Yoma 5a).

“‘But in any case, the fundamental principle [again, ‘iggar] of atonement

doesn’t exist without blood” (b. Zevahim 6a).
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Maimonides wrote in his authoritative Law Code,

“At this time, when the Temple is not standing and we do not have the

altar of atonement [my emphasis], there is nothing but repentance;

repentance atones for all transgressions.”
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