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In the absence of fossils, the idea of evolution would represent anything
more than an outrageous hypothesis. ... The fossil record and only the
fossil record provides direct evidence of major sequential changes in the

Earth’s biota.

S. M. Stanley, Johns Hopkins, New Evolutionary Timetable P72
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“Fossils provide the only historical, documentary evidence that life has

evolved from simpler to more and more complex forms.”

C.O. Dunbar, Historical Geology , p. 47.
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“The most important evidence for the theory of evolution is that obtained
from the study of paleontology [fossils]....it was the discovery of various
fossils and their correct placing in relative strata and age that provided the

main factual basis for the modern view of evolution.”

G.A. Kerkut, Implications of Evolution, p. 134.
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he fossil record provides snapshots of the past that, when assembled,
illustrate a panorama of evolutionary change over the past four billion
years.... fossil evidence is the only evidence clearly shows that life is old

and has changed over time.

ttps://evolution.berkeley.edu
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Paleontology is a historical science, a science based on circumstantial
evidence, after the fact. We can never reach hard and fast conclusion. ...
These days it’s easy to go through school for a good many years,

sometimes even through college, without ever hearing that some sciences

are historical or by nature inconclusive.

John H. Horner, Dinosaur Lives, P 19
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But just in proportion as this process of extermination (of parent-forms by
new varieties) has acted on an enormous scale, so much the number of

intermediate varieties, which have formally existed on the earth, be truly



enormous. Why then is not every geological formation and every stratum

full of such intermediate links?

Geology assuredly does not reveal any such finely graduated organic chain,
and this perhaps is the greatest objection, which can be urged against my

theory.
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From other species by fine graduations, do we not everywhere see

innumerable transitional forms?



But, as by this theory innumerable transitional forms must have existed,
why do we not find them embedded in countless number in the crust of the

earth?

Charles Darwin, Origin of the Species, 6th edition, pp. 292-293.
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“A total of over 9500 global occurrences of major index fossils have been
plotted on 34 world maps for the purpose of determining superpositional
tendencies. 479 juxtapositional determinations have shown that only small
percentages of index fossils are juxtaposed one with another. Very rarely
are more than one-third (and never more than half) of all 34 index
fossilssimultaneously present in any 200 mile (320 kilometer) diameter

region on earth.”

Op. cit., p. 133
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“There does not appear to be any trend for individual fossils to be

exceptionally commonly juxtaposed or nonjuxtaposed with others.”

John Woodmorappe, “A Diluviological Treatise on the Stratigraphic Separa—

tion of Fossils,” December 1983, p. 150
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“l fully agree with your comments on the lack of direct illustration of
evolutionary transitions in my book. If | knew of any, fossil or living, |
would certainly have included them. You suggest that an artist should be
used to visualise [portray] such transformations, but where would he get

the information from? | could not, honestly, provide it.

*Dr. Colin Patterson, letter dated April 10, 1979 to Luther Sunderland,

quoted in L.D. Sunderland, Darwin’s Enigma, p. 89
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“[Steven] Gould [of Harvard] and the American Museum people are hard to

contradict when they say there are no transitional fossils. As a

paleontologist myself, | am much occupied with the philosophical problems

of identifying ancestral forms in the fossil record. You say that | should at
least ‘show a photo of the fossil from which each type of organism was

derived.’ | will lay it on the line—there is not one such fossil for which one



could make a watertight argument. The reason is that statements about
ancestry and descent are not applicable in the fossil record. It is easy
enough to make up stories of how one form gave rise to another, and to
find reasons why the stages should be favoured by natural selection. But
such stories are not part of science, for there is no way of putting them to

the test.”

* Dr. Colin Patterson, letter dated April 10, 1979 to Luther Sunderland,

quoted in L.D. Sunderland, Darwin’s Enigma, p. 89
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“If we accept Popper’s distinction between science and non-science, we
must ask first whether the theory of evolution by natural selection is
scientific or pseudo-scientific (metaphysical). Taking the first part of the
theory, that evolution has occurred, it says that the history of life is a
simple process of species—splitting and progression. This process must be
unique and unrepeatable, like the history of England. This part of the theory
is therefore a historical theory, about unique events, and unique events are,
by definition, not part of science, for they are unrepeatable, and so not

subject to test.”
Colin Patterson, Evolution pp. 145-146.
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“So, at present, we are left with neo—Darwinian theory: that evolution has
occurred, and has been directed mainly by natural selection, with random
contributions from genetic drift, and perhaps the occasional hopeful
monster. In this form, the theory is not scientific by Popper’s standards.
Indeed, Popper calls the theory of evolution not a scientific theory but ‘a

metaphysical research programme.’”

Colin Patterson, Evolution, p. 149.
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Well, it seems to me that they have accepted that the fossil record doesn’t
give them the support they would value so they searched around to find
another model and found one. ... When you haven’t got the evidence, you

make up a story that will fit the lack of evidence.



Darwin’s Enigma, p.100
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“One of the reasons | started taking this anti—evolutionary view, or let’s call
it a non-evolutionary view, was last year | had a sudden realization for over
twenty years | had thought | was working on evolution in some way. One
morning | woke up and something had happened in the night, and it struck
me that | had been working on this stuff for twenty years and there was not
one thing | knew about it. That’s quite a shock to learn that one can be
misled so long. Either there was something wrong with me or there was
something wrong with evolutionary theory. Naturally, | knew there was
nothing wrong with me, so for the last few years I’ve tried putting a simple

question to various people and groups of people.
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“Question is: Can you tell me anything you know about evolution, any one
thing, any one thing that is true? | tried that question on the geology staff
at the Field Museum of Natural History [in Chicago], and the only answer |
got was silence. | tried it on the members of the Evolutionary Morphology
seminar in the University of Chicago, a very prestigious body of
evolutionists, and all | got there was silence for a long time; and eventually
one person said, ‘I do know one thing—that it ought not to be taught in

high school.’ ”

Colin Patterson, address at American Museum of Natural History, November

3, 1981.
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“l discussed evolution with Patterson for several hours in London in 1988.

He did not retract any of the specific skeptical statements he has made.”

Phillip E. Johnson, Darwin on Trial, 1991, p. 157.
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