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The Field Museum of Natural History, also known as The Field Museum, is a

natural history museum in the city of Chicago, and is one of the largest

such museums in the world.

Bardoe, Cheryl (2011). The Field Museum. Beckon Books.
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“Most people assume that fossils provide a very important part of the

general argument made in favor of Darwinian interpretations of the history

of life. Unfortunately, this is not strictly true.”

David Raup, “Conflicts between Darwin and Paleontology,” in Field

Museum of Natural History Bulletin, January 1979.
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“So the geological time scale and the basic facts of biological change over
time are totally independent of evolutionary theory. In the years after
Darwin, his advocates hoped to find predictable progressions. In general,
these have not been found—yet the optimism has died hard, and some pure

fantasy has crept into textbooks.”



*David M. Raup, “Evolution and the Fossil Record,” in Science, July 17,

1981, p. 289.
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A large number of well-trained scientists outside of evolutionary biology

and paleontology have unfortunately gotten the idea that the fossil record is



far more Darwinian than it is. This probably comes from the
oversimplification inevitable in secondary sources: low-level textbooks,
semi—popular articles, and so on. Also, there is probably some wishful
thinking involved. In the years after Darwin, his advocates hoped to find
predictable progressions. In general, these have not been found—yet the

optimism has died hard, and some pure fantasy has crept into textbooks.

David Raup, “New Scientist, Vol. 90, 1981, p. 832.
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*Dr. Raup then quotes a well-known statement by *Charles Darwin that he
(*Darwin) was “embarrassed” by the lack of fossil evidence for origins (the
Cambrian problem) and transitions (the gap problem) in his day. Then
*Raup declares that the situation today is even worse— for we now have so
much more fossil evidence which tells us the same message it told
*Darwin! Noting that *Darwin wrote that he hoped that future discoveries
would unearth fossils which would fill the gaps and provide the missing

links,
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*Raup then says:

“We are now about 12( years after Darwin, and knowledge of the fossil

record has been greatly expanded. We now have a quarter of a million



fossil species but the situation hasn’t changed much. The record of
evolution is still surprisingly jerky and, ironically, we have even fewer
examples of evolutionary transition than we had in Darwin’s time! By this |
mean that some of the classic cases of Darwinian change in the fossil
record, such as the evolution of the horse in North America, have had to be

discarded or modified as a result of more detailed information.”

Dr. David Raup, in op. cit.
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“. . intermediate links? Geology assuredly does not reveal any such finely

graduated organic change, and this is perhaps the most obvious and

serious objection which can be urged against the theory [of evolution].”

Charles Darwin, Origin of the Species, quoted in *David Raup, “Conflicts
Between Darwin and Paleontology,” in Field Museum Bulletin, January

1979.
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4.8),) Paleontological Society Medal, 2008

Punctuated dladll shil) A i lge fd) lsa Cpbiiad Alia) o g8 agel) allal) 138

calial) o anal) ehil) o A0 (of agag ate L il T13WI equilibrium

g A !l bl oY) Ciatal) @ljds e Jgal) Niles Eldredge g aal Ju
skl ce O L usa Y clipial) B Bl o) gl clial) b Cialiall ] el

3

Jsdsd

o o 8L zlawd) go Galghanall adg oauidiy agale (udl) Cilijial) plale Cudly

-

.Afadal)

3

Sl (Adnguas!) Jaloally (o pol) Sl seadal) 138 243 Blead) gyl o) U ciljeal) slalaS cialy

Al e dddal) il
And it has been the paleontologist — may own breed — who have been most

responsible for letting ideas dominate reality:

We paleontologist have said that the history of life support that

interpretation (gradual change) all the while that it does not.

Niles Eldredge Time Frames, p 144
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“No one has found any such in—between creatures. This was long chalked
up to ‘gaps’ in the fossil records, gaps that proponents of gradualism
[gradual evolutionary change from species to species] confidently expected
to fill in someday when rock strata of the proper antiquity were eventually
located. But all the fossil evidence to date has failed to turn up any such

missing links.



“There is a growing conviction among many scientists that these

transitional forms never existed.”

Niles Eldredge, quoted in “Alternate Theory of Evolution Considered,” in

Los Angeles Times, November 19

Slg g La Wpee dbaagl) Jahiall O aguai BB (B Isdin slalal) S (o)) oda ATilSay J4) 98
 oshail) adgensty Ladiilly planad) alal 138 )9 Cppaaia G Adasag Aaja 3 (gl ag

Jas dala d3gala

Ayl cialia s EDG B cibipial) ald) (e Calgiena (51 aa g aually Gaghy O geuibs A5G
2 %50 C8 ui b Ao Ogydng LA (g aglialy Lgia aa SN fgupg allad) B iyl
dgis dag ¥ A olshs Ladie dle J5alSh Le 0950 agd Liaga lgaa Olalaiyg allal) Cilijds aoans
gé 25254 58 Lag Lagag axe O clalally Ciana La Wias g Baglaa cilila g ddasug Jalpal Basly
O dilgs By |gllarg . dud Sl (S Vg (Gluaa agadlSh ARidia (ualy Jlidg pdg 58 gl
22016 (ing bl

e ghasg Und LglS "oy Glui¥ly cigally Glaall dasugl) cililadl ciljds of 182 adg
ige Lokl slale cldfsic)y lgsas

aljial) elale i Gilpiels ) ohail) cufi ¥ ARdad) B il jdalls



iy FAY e (uaall QLS A La ¢ cufing diant ol gh gl Auajd Uad <5 13 <

geaal) s (ulia¥)

&

s> Ol

b S el e alall ¢ a) climad g alal) fliy Gkl slal) aleg ciliyial) alle
adis 8 aglal)

He was also one of the most influential and widely read writers of popular

science of his generation.

Shermer, Michael (2002), "This View of Science" (PDF), Social Studies of
Science, 32 (4): 489-525,
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In fact, most published commentary on punctuated equilibria has been
favorable. We are especially pleased that several paleontologists now state
with pride and biological confidence a conclusion that had previously been

simply embarrassing; all these years of work and | haven’t found any

evolution.
Paleobiology, V.3, P.136
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http://www.drghaly.com/articles/display/12912
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And yet this remarkable stasis has generally been ignored as no data. If

they don’t change, its not evolution so you don’t talk about it.

Lecture at Hobart & William Smith College 14\2\1980
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| regard the failure to find a clear victory of progress in life’s history as the

most puzzling fact of the fossil record... we have sought to impose a

pattern that we hoped to find on a world that does not really display it.

Natural history, 2\82, P.2
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We can tell tales of improvement for some groups, but in honest moments
we must admit that the history of complex life is more a story of

multifarious variation about a set of basic designs than a saga of

accumulating excellence.

Natural history, 2\82, P.2
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The evolutionary trees that adorn our textbooks have data only at the tips
and nodes of their branches; the rest is inference, however reasonable, not

the evidence of the fossils.

Natural History, V.86, P.13
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The sweep of anatomical diversity reached a maximum right after the initial
diversification of multicellular animals. The later history of life proceeded by

elimination not expansion.

Wonderful life 1989, p.46
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