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Dr. Colin Patterson in London; Dr. Niles Eldredge in New York City; Dr.
David M. Raup in Chicago; Dr. David Pilbeam in Boston; and Dr. Donald

Fisher, state paleontologist at the New York State Natural History Museum.
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Fish To Amphibian

Most scenarios on macroevolution say that the lobe-finned fish converted
its fins into legs and feet, turning into an amphibian. As Carl Sagan said in
his "Cosmos" television series, during a drought in the Devonian period a
fish found it very convenient to have evolved feet and legs so it could walk
over land when its swamp dried up.3* The crossopterygian lobe-finned fish
was supposed to have evolved into the ichthyostegid amphibian about 250
million years ago. Is there any evidence of this transformation in the fossil

record?
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When asked by the author if he was comfortable about the story that the

lobe-finned fish turned into an amphibian, Dr. Patterson evaded a direct



reply with, 'I'm working on it." To the question about whether he thought the
crossopterygian was the ancestor of the ichthyostegid amphibian, Dr.
Patterson answered, 'l have questions about that.... It is futile to be looking

for answers to questions which we have no way of answering."
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Dr. Eldredge, when asked about the fish—-to—amphibian transition said, "That
| know nothing about." Dr. Raup said that he only knew what he read about
that transition. At the time he was a paleontologist and chairman of the
Geology Department at the Field Museum as well as curator of geology
there so if there were any evidence of evolutionary transitions in the fossil
record he should have had firsthand knowledge of them. Initially, he said
that he thought "there are fish today that can walk." But Dr. Raup just
chuckled when it was pointed out that an evolutionist had claimed during a

debate that fossilized fish footprints had been found, and he had been



forced to admit his error since fish had never been found with feet and

legs.
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When Dr. Raup was asked if he knew of any transitional forms at all, he just
sat in silence. After a long pause the questioning was continued,
"Transitions in the fossil record, that is? | don't mean slight variations in
birds' beaks or coloration in moths. | think | could make a good case for
connecting up some living species like dogs, wolves, jackals, and coyotes
since they are all interfertile and produce fertile offspring. But, in the fossil
record, do you see any transitions?" To this Dr. Raup sat for ten seconds
and gave no answer. Later, after other questions he said, "There is a

problem here that bothers me. | certainly agree with Patterson that the large



question of the origin of a dozen to 20 big groups —- that it's very tough to

determine the relationship of those."
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When asked if he knew of any fish growing feet and legs, any transitional
forms, Dr. Fisher replied, "Any transitional forms? I'm not a
paleoichthyologist so | wouldn't want to comment on that." He was told that
no one else who had been interviewed would comment either so he should
not feel bad. Dr. Patterson was the only one who was a paleoichthyologist
and qualified to analyze fish fossils, but the other museum officials were

certainly capable of reporting what their museums had on display and what



other specialists had to offer as examples of intermediate forms. None of
the museum officials could produce any fossil evidence of an intermediate

ancestor connecting the amphibians with fishes.
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Dr. Fisher was asked if he thought the fossil fish found in Upper Cambrian
rocks of Wyoming, as reported in the May 5, 1978, Science magazine, were
actually heterostracan vertebrate fish. He replied, "Yes. | happen to know
the fellow who discovered it. He is John Repetski of the U.S. Geological
Survey." Were they really vertebrates? He said, 'l don't believe Mr. Repetski
would have reported them as fish if they weren't.... When you analyze the

reports of some of these things, you have to know the person who is



making the report. If he is a competent, reliable person that isn't looking for

publicity, that means a great deal."
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,the mathematical basis of population genetics and evolutionary theory
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we don't know anything about the ancestors of the human species."

All the fossils which have been dug up and are claimed to be ancestors—-—

we haven't the faintest idea whether they are ancestors. Because all you've

got, and the cladists are right [Here he chalked a crude fossils-versus-time
diagram on the blackboard]...All you've got is Homo sapiens there, you've
got that fossil there, you've got another fossil there...this is time here...and

it's up to you to draw the lines. Because there are no lines.

Prof. Richard C. Lewontin of Harvard University, was interviewed by

journalist Tom Bethell. Harper 2/85
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More recently, in 1984, a leading American geneticist, Prof. Richard C. Lewontin
of Harvard University, was interviewed by journalist Tom Bethell.** In his candid
remarks about the uncertainty of all schemes for ape—to—man evolution. he
referred to his 1982 book, Human Diversity, and said: "Look, I'm a person who
says in this book that we don't know anything about the ancestors of the human
species." Bethell inserted a quote from page 163 of Lewontin's book: "Despite the
excited and optimistic claims that have been made by some paleontologists, no
fossil hominid species can be established as our direct ancestor." Lewontin went

on to explain:

All the fossils which have been dug up and are claimed to be ancestors—we
haven't the faintest idea whether they are ancestors. Because all you've got, and
the cladists are right [Here he chalked a crude fossils—versus—time diagram on
the blackboard]...All you've got is Homo sapiens there, you've got that fossil
there, you've got another fossil there...this is time here...and it's up to you to

draw the lines. Because there are no lines. | don't think any one of them is




likely to be the direct ancestor of the human species. But how would you know

it's that one [pointing to a particular symbolized fossil hominid on his diagram]."

The only way you can know that some fossil is the direct ancstor is that it's so
human that it is human. There is a contradiction there. If it is different enough
from humans to be interesting, then you don't know whether it's an ancestor or

not. And if it's similar enough to be human, then it's not interesting.

So, look, we're not ever going to know what the direct ancestor is.
g Lféa.ml\ Al al

Bethell, Tom, "Agnostic Evolutionists," Harper's Magazine, Feb. 1984, pp.

60-61.
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“I’m a person who says in this book [Human Diversity] that we don’t know
anything about the ancestors of the human species. All the fossils which have
been dug up and are claimed to be ancestors — we haven’t the faintest idea
whether they are anceslors.... Despite the excited and optimistic claims that
have been made by some paleontologists, no fossil hominid species can be

established as our direct ancestor’

Richard Lewontin, Distinguished Prof of Zoology, Harvard Former President of the
Society for the Study of Evolution,

Geneticist, Marxist, Atheist

Richard Lewontin, Human D/'Vers/t‘y(New York: W. H. Freeman and Company,

1995), 163.
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“Evolution cannot be described as a process of adaptation because all
organisms are already adapted. Adaptation leads to natural selection,

natural selection does not necessarily lead to greater adaptation.”

Lewontin, “Adaptation,” in Scientific American, September, 1978.
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Just think how many gaps there are in the fossil record.... All we can do is

“tell stories” about how evolution may have proceeded,
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“The boundaries between eras, periods and epochs on the geological time—
scale generally denote sudden and significant changes in the character of
the fossil remains. For example, the boundary between the Triassic and
Jurassic periods of the Mesozoic era (about 180 million years ago) was
supposedly marked by spontaneous appearance of new species .... . He
concludes that there were no worldwide extinctions of species or

spontaneous appearances of new species at the boundaries.”

Report of the International Geological Congress at Montreal: “Fossil
Changes: ‘Normal Evolution,’ ” in Science News, September 2, 1972, p.

152.
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Evolution requires intermediate forms between species and paleontology
does not provide them... The fact that discontinuities are almost always and

systematically present at the origin of really big categories is an item of

genuinely historical knowledge.

D.B. Kitts, university of Oklahoma, Evolution, V28, P.467.
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But fossil species remain unchanged throughout most of their history and
the record fails to contain a single example of a significant transition.

D.S. Woodroff, U. Of CA, SD. Science, V.208, P.716.
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