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And God said unto Moses, | AM THAT | AM: and he said, Thus shalt

thou say unto the children of Israel, | AM hath sent me unto you.
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From H1961; (the) self Existent or eternal; Jehovah, Jewish national

name of God: - Jehovah, the Lord. Compare H3050, H3069.

H3068

ab

yehovah

BDB Definition:

Jehovah = “the existing One”
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1) the proper name of the one true God
1a) unpronounced except with the vowel pointings of H136

Jad (e Ah) 98 g Aags AalS 7 1l Jaadilly (535} ) Q2 e O S8
H1961

au
hayah

haw-yaw'

A primitive root (compare H1933); to exist, that is, be or become,
come to pass (always emphatic, and not a mere copula or auxiliary): -
beacon, X altogether, be (-come, accomplished, committed, like),

break, cause, come (to pass), continue, do, faint, fall, + follow,

happen, X have, last, pertain, quit (one-) self, require, X use.
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In appearance, Yhwh (m~) is the third person singular imperfect "kal" of the
verb m=("to be"), meaning, therefore, "He is," or "He will be," or, perhaps,

"He lives," the root idea of the word being,probably, "to blow," "to breathe,"
and hence, "to live." With this explanation agrees the meaning of the name
given in Ex. iii. 14, where God is represented as speaking, and hence as
using the first person—"I am" (==x, from ~a, the later equivalent of the
archaic stem =a). The meaning would, therefore, be "He who is self-
existing, self-sufficient," or, more concretely, "He who lives," the abstract
conception of pure existence being foreign to Hebrew thought. There is no

doubt that the idea of life was intimately connected with the name Yhwh



from early times. He is the living God, as contrasted with the lifeless gods of
the heathen, and He is the source and author of life (comp. | Kings xviii.;
Isa. xli. 26-29, xliv. 6-20; Jer. x. 10, 14; Gen. ii. 7; etc.). So familiar is this
conception of God to the Hebrew mind that it appears in the common
formula of an oath, "hai Yhwh" (= "as Yhwh lives"; Ruth iii. 13; | Sam. xiv.
45; etc.).
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If the explanation of the form above given be the true one, the original
pronunciation must have been Yahweh (™) or Yahaweh (™). From this
the contracted form Jah or Yah (™) is most readily explained, and also the
forms Jeho or Yeho (*™ = " ='), and Jo or Yo (¥, contracted from ),
which the word assumes in combination in the first part of compound proper

names, and Yahu or Yah (** =) in the second part of such names..
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from the "hif'il" form of m~("to be"), meaning, "He who causes to be," "the

Creator";
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