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https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=29&chapter=53&vmin=9&vmax=9
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(JPS) And they made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich his
tomb, although he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his
mouth.’
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(CJB) He was given a grave among the wicked; in his death he was with
a rich man. Although he had done no violence and had said nothing
deceptive,
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They intended to bury him with criminals, but he ended up in a rich
man's tomb, because he had committed no violent deeds, nor had he

spoken deceitfully.

25tn Heb “one assigned his grave with criminals.” The subject of the
singular is impersonal; English typically uses “they” in such

constructions.

JPS lIsaiah 53:9 And they made his grave with the wicked, and with
the rich his tomb; although he had done no violence, neither was any

deceit in his mouth.’ (Isa. 53:9 JPS)
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Likewise, it is impossible to say that “for the transgression of my
people he was stricken” since “my people” clearly means the Jewish
people. If verse 8 refers to Israel, then are we to read that Israel is
stricken for Israel because of Israel’s sin? How can the sin—bearer
and the sinner be the same? Likewise, how can Israel be the servant,
the one who “had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth”
(Isaiah 53:9)? Israel is not now, nor ever has been, without sin—the

Scriptures are replete with examples of Israel’s disobedience.
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All of these inconsistencies troubled many rabbis and they expressed
their opinions of Rashi’s view in no uncertain terms. Rabbi Moshe

Kohen Iben Crispin of Cordova, who lived in the fourteenth century,



said of the Israel as servant interpretation, it “distorts the passage
from its natural meaning” and that Isaiah 53 “was given of God as a
description of the Messiah, whereby, when any should claim to be the
Messiah, to judge by the resemblance or non-resemblance to it

whether he were the Messiah or not.”’4
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