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Isaiah 45:1.

Babylonian Talmud, Megillah 12a.

... R. Nahman son of R. Hisda gave the following exposition. What is the
meaning of the verse, Thus saith the Lord to his anointed to Cyrus, whose
right hand | have holden. Now was Cyrus the Messiah? Rather what it

means is: The Holy One blessed be He, said to the Messiah: | have a



complaint on thy behalf against Cyrus. | said, He shall build my house and

gather my exiles.
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to His anointed one: Every title of greatness is called anointing. Comp.
(Num. 18:8) “To you | have given them for greatness (anuyin?).” Our Sages,

however, said: To the King Messiah, the Holy One, blessed be He, says, ‘I

complain to you about Cyrus,” as it is stated in Tractate Megillah 12a.

to flatten nations before him: Heb. 717, to spread out and to flatten

nations before him. 72% is equivalent to 7775, to spread out.

and the loins of kings | will loosen: This is an expression of weakness and
breaking strength, for girding the loins constitutes arming with strength.

Comp. (Job 38: 3) “Gird up your loins like a mighty man” ; (Jer. 1:17)



“And you gird up your loins” ; (Job 12:21) “And the belt of the mighty He

loosens”; an expression of breaking strength.

to open... before him: the portals of the gates of Babylon. Gates are the
space of the opening of the gate; portals are those with which they open

and lock the gate.
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27 That saith to Babylon, Be desolate, and | will dry up thy rivers. 28 That
promises Cyrus that He will give him a kingdom; and fhaf he shall establish
all my pleasure,even to him that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built,

and the temple shall have its foundation laid.

ISAIAH 45 (BEN UZIEL) — 1 Thus saith the Lord to His anointed, to
Cyrus, whom | hold firm by his right hand, to deliver the nations unto him;

and | will loose the loins of the kings, to open the doors before him, and



the gates shall not be shut. 2 My Word shall go before thee, | will have a
way in the plains; | will break in pieces the doors of brass, and cut in

sunder the bars of iron.
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“The Messiah.” The word (mw» ~ Moshiach”) is used throughout
Jewish Scriptures no less than 100 times and refers to a variety of

individuals and objects. For example:

Priests: Leviticus 4:3

Kings: 1 Kings 1:39

Prophets: Isaiah 61:1

Temple Alter: Exodus 40:9-11

Matzot ~ Unleavened Bread: Numbers 6:15

Cyrus ~ a non-Jewish Persian King: Isaiah 45:1
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mashfyach
BDB Definition:
1) anointed, anointed one
la) of the Messiah, Messianic prince
1b) of the king of Israel
1c) of the high priest of Israel
1d) of Cyrus
le) of the patriarchs as anointed kings

Part of Speech: noun masculine
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masjyah: A masculine noun meaning anointed one. Although this word is
a noun, it can function both as a substantive (1Sa_24:6 [7], 1Sa_24:10

[11]); or an adjective (Lev_4:3, Lev_4:5, Lev_4:16). Since it refers to an

individual who has been anointed by divine command (2Sa_1:14,

2Sa_1:16), it can reference the high priest of Israel (Lev_4:3, Lev_4:5,

Lev_4:16; Lev_6:22 [15]); however, it is usually reserved as a marker for

kingship, primarily the kings of Israel (1Sa_26:9, 1Sa 26:11, 1Sa _26:16,

1Sa_26:23). In this way, the patriarchs were regarded as God's anointed

kings (1Ch_16:22; Psa_105:15). One unique instance of this term is in

reference to Cyrus the Persian, a non-Israelite who was regarded as God's
anointed (Isa_45:1); therefore, one is forced to understand this
characterization, not as a statement of the individual's inherent goodness

and perfection, since Cyrus was a worshipper of pagan deities like Marduk.



On the contrary, it is a statement of God's appointing or choosing an
individual for a task. Furthermore, the concept of the masiyah, meaning
Messiah, as a Savior is not fully developed in the Old Testament. The

closest that one comes to this in the Old Testament is Dan 9:25-26. This

concept is developed later, during the New Testament period and fits better
with the parallel Greek word christos.
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until the anointed king: Time will be given from the day of the destruction
until the coming of Cyrus, king of Persia, about whom the Holy One,
blessed be He, said that he would return and build His city, and He called
him His anointed and His king, as it says (Isa. 45:1): “So said the Lord to
His anointed one, to Cyrus etc.” (verse 13): “He shall build My city and

free My exiles, etc.”
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