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“In rapid evolutionary changes in animal lines the process may have been a
typically neo—Darwinian one of the accumulation of numerous small

adaptive mutations, but an accumulation at an unusually rapid rate.



Unfortunately there is in general little evidence on this point in the fossil
record, for intermediate evolutionary forms representative of this
phenomenon are extremely rare. ‘Links’ are missing just where we most
fervently desire them, and it is all too probable that many ‘links’ will

continue to be missing.”

A.S. Romer, chapter in Genetics, Paleontology and Evolution p. 114.
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“There is no need to apologize any longer for the poverty of the fossil
record. In some ways it has become al- most unmanageably rich, and
discovery is outpacing integration . . The fossil record nevertheless

continues to be composed mainly of gaps.”

T. Neville George, “Fossils in Evolutionary Perspective,” in Science

Progress, pp. 1, 3.
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If we were to expect to find ancestors to or intermediates between higher

taxa, it would be the rocks of the late.

Precambrian to Ordovician times, when the bulk of the world’s higher
animal taxa evolved. Yet traditional alliances are unknown or unconfirmed

for any of phyla or classes appearing then.

Valentine, U. CA and Erwin, MI. ST. Development P.84.
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The point emerges that if we examine the fossil record in detail, whether at
the level of orders or of species, we find over and over again not gradual
evolution, but the sudden explosion of one group at the expense of

another.
Derek Ager
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It must be significant that nearly all the evolutionary stories | learned as a

student... have now been debunked.
Derek Ager, Proceedings Geological Asso. V.87, P.132.
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Similarly, my own experience of more than twenty years looking for
evolutionary lineages among the Mesozoic Brachiopoda has proved them

equally elusive.

Derek Ager, Proceedings Geological Asso. V.87, P.132.
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Palaeontologists cannot live by uniformitarianism alone. This may be

termed the Phenomenon of the Fallibility of the Fossil Record.
— Derek Ager
In The Nature of the Stratigraphical Record (1973), 26.

Science quotes on: | Fossil (110) |
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“It is indeed, a very curious state of affairs, | think, that paleontologists
have been insisting that their record is consistent with slow, steady,
gradual evolution where | think that privately, they’ve known for over a
hundred years that such is not the case. | view stasis and the trumpeting of
stasis to the whole world that the fossil record shows slow, steady,
continuous change (as opposed to jerky patterns of change) as akin to the
‘Emperor’s new clothes.’ Paleontologists have known this for over a

hundred years.”

*Norman Eldredge, “Did Darwin Get it Wrong?” November 1, 1981, p. 6

[head paleontologist, American Museum of Natural History, New York City].
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“We have had enough of the Darwinian fallacy. It is time that we cry: ‘The

emperor has no clothes!’ ”

Kenneth Hsu, “Darwin’s Three Mistakes,” in Geology 14 (1986), p. 534.
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We have arranged the groups in a traditional way with the simplest forms
first, and progressively more complex groups following. This particular
arrangement is arbitrary and depends on what definition of complexity you

wish to choose.

Dott, U. Of WI & Batten, Colombia, Evolution of the Earth P 602.
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“The abrupt appearance of higher taxa in the fossil record has been a
perennial puzzle. Not only do characteristic and distinctive remains of phyla
appear suddenly, without known ancestors, but several classes of a
phylum, orders of a class, and so on, commonly appear at approximately

the same time, without known intermediates.”
James W. Valentine and *Cathryn A. Campbell,

“Genetic Regulation and the Fossil Record,” in American Scientist,

November-December, 1975.
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Simpson G.G. 194(0. Mammals and land bridges. Journal of the Washington
Academy of Sciences 30: 137-163. See Charles H. Smith's website for full

text:
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“In spite of these examples, it remains true, as every paleontologist knows,
that most new species, genera, and families, and that nearly all categories
about the level of families, appear in the record suddenly and are not led up

to by known, gradual, completely continuous transitional sequences.”

G.G. Simpson, The Major Fseatures of Evolution p. 360.
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“The sudden emergence of major adaptive types as seen in the abrupt
appearance in the fossil record of families and orders, continued to give
trouble. The phenomenon lay in the genetic no—-man’s land beyond the
limits of experimentation. A few paleontologists even today cling to the idea
that these gaps will be closed by further collecting . . but most regard the

observed discontinuities as real.”

D. Dwight Davis, “Comparative Anatomy and the Evolution of Vertebrates,”

in Genetics, Paleontology, and Evolution, p. 74.
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