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‘Kathleen Kenyon, who excavated at Jericho for six years, found no

evidence for destruction at that time.

Time, 18 December 1995, p. 54.
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Ernst Sellin and Carl Watzinger, Jericho: Die Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen

(Jericho) (Leipzig: J.C. Hinrichs, 1913).
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Garstang, J., The Story of Jericho, Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London,

1948.

0 Aiaa 500 a1 &S Bpa xS ol Aipally 03 slas al sl o) Uil giasall ki b iy s

£

]

Dy gl Jadllh Jla anddl) o) O piags Cinn Lgiag

Absal J Ay Gatinall racs 13ag AU o)lgdY (63 Laa Luski 433 45 (e ) Al

Jugals dyale dliny 98 clpdlly Cpiglaall (e Ay milivla s smdyn ) Ay dals digala

Al (O aly uakal) QUSIL (Bl el G dais duida g JU) Gad Jgudal daala (1



sled) Iglglay LS Guaalall oY Shal L) il (e 0K al 13gd S Tad of daa cilSY e
cral @l xS dudiy ga b maaa g 1dag QUK Aaus culld cad A 4S) el dl (e
A Laage dila) oo alss

A (e o) Gl o) (Rl Guh o dalal) Aled g3 &5 38 dusiall Ga) B Jeal) (kS
Gub o5 lasd gaig Allal) oda b dutdal) Al 9o Aial) o Gl . Jualli JS By g pally
G Y ) 35 0 (of ) (G (uaal) QUSY B Adlaiall Sae Y] LIS 13 g Yl (@ElEaY) auads

slad) o) Jalad gy addi guilial) cuilS Lagly dualal) A1) e

Much of the work done in the Holy Land has been stripped of its scientific value
by the assumption that the scriptures are above criticism and necessarily exact in
every detail ... . In the search for truth the only safe procedure in such a case,
we submit, is to present the facts first, and then to examine the relevant
passages in the Bible, to see to what extent they agree or disagree with the
material evidence, and whatever the result to state it without prejudice or

concealment.

Garstang, J., The Story of Jericho, Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London,

1948. P. 133.
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Garstang, J., The Story of Jericho, Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London,

1948. P. 46.
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he city was destroyed by fire, about 1400 B.C. These are the basic facts

resulting from our investigations. The link with Joshua and the [sraelites is only

circumstantial but it seems to be solid and without a flaw.

John Garstang, "Jericho and the Biblical Story," p. 1222.
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About 2000 BC, or rather later, a major catastrophe overwhelmed the aged city
... . An entirely new culture, that of the middle Bronze Age [MB], replaced the

old. Moreover the change was general, and it affected in similar fashion all the

great cities of the highlands above the Jordan Valley ... . These traces of



occupation, to quote from our formal report at this time, indicate the incoming of a

people without resources or aptitude for building.

Garstang, J., The Story of Jericho, Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London,

1948. P. 91.
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Garstang, J., The Story of Jericho, Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London,

1948. P. 101.
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Pottery in Jericho's rooms by the wall.
The city was filled with grain which indicates two things:

(I1the city was not plundered since grain was very valuable as a trade

commodity and would normally have been taken

(2the city did not under go a long siege which normally included months of

being trapped in the city and starved. This city fell to its enemies suddenly
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The main defences of Jericho in the Late Bronze Age [LB] followed the upper
brink of the city mound, and comprised two parallel walls, the outer six feet and
the inner twelve feet thick. Investigations along the west side show continuous
signs of destruction and conflagration. The outer wall suffered most, its remains
falling down the slope. The inner wall is preserved only where it abuts the citadel,
or tower, to a height of eighteen feet; elsewhere it is found largely to have fallen,

together with the remains of buildings upon it, into the space between the walls


https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=6&chapter=5&vmin=10&vmax=10
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=6&chapter=5&vmin=11&vmax=11

which was filled with ruins and debris. Traces of intense fire are plain to see,
including reddened masses of brick, cracked stones, charred timber and ashes.

Houses alongside the wall were found burnt to the ground, their roofs fallen upon

the domestic pottery within.

Garstang, J., The Story of Jericho, Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London,

1948. P. .136

Schematic cross-section diagram of
the tfartification system at Jericho
based on Kenyon's west trench

i Ao A dangd mhaal (S al lgud) ad ) ag



Laliyg JLe) aldle il jgad) B lgingy o ab 12 AlIallg o8 6 Ao A0
dali Aaliyg (3hlia sy Biia) JLIA Ll B85S efial B g Al Al oa Jlgdl (g Al

bl gsing (s gl podag SAiiag g )aY)

Jericho

iy - gsq chalI Viewed from Side



L4
-5

T e -

' T L

Base of Jéricho's.City Walls

-

This is the outside base (retaining wall) of one of two walls going around

Jericho.

The wall that collapsed in Joshua day would have been built straight up on

top of this angled retaining wall
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This drawing is by Gene Fackler and labeled by Galyn Wiemers.
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In another room abutting the same western wall, but more to the south, the traces
of fire upon its walls were as fresh as though it had occurred a month before;
each scrape of the trowel exposed a black layer of charcoal, where the roof had
burned, or caused the piled up ashes to run down in a stream. On a brick ledge
in a corner of this room we found the family provision of dates, barley, oats,
olives, an onion and peppercorns, all charred but unmistakable; while a little store
of bread, together with a quantity of unbaked dough which had been laid aside to
serve as leaven for the morrow’s baking, told plainly the same tale of a people

cut off in full activity

Garstang, J., The Story of Jericho, Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London,

1948. P. .141
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One gets used to burnt layers in excavations of this kind, for it was the usual fate
of houses and cities to perish by fire; but this was no ordinary burning. The layer
of ashes was so thick and the signs of intense heat so vivid, that it gave the

impression of having been contrived, that fuel had been added to the fire.

Garstang, J., The Story of Jericho, Marshall, Morgan and Scott, London,

1948. P. .141
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‘We have nowhere been able to prove the survival of the walls of the Late
Bronze Age, that is to say, of the period of Joshua. This is at variance with
Professor Garstang’s conclusions. He ascribed two of the lines of walls which

encircle the summit to the Late Bronze Age. But everywhere that we examined

them it was clear that they must belong to the Early Bronze.
Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 47, 170, 1957.
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Above the fill associated with the kerb wall [marked 'KE" at lower left], during
which the final Mfiddle] Bfronze] bank [or rampart] remained in use, was a series
of tip lines against the [oufer] face of the revetment [wall]. The first was a heavy
fill of fallen red [mud]bricks piling nearly fo the top of the revetment [wall]. These

[red bricks] probably came from the wall on the summit of the bank [emphasis

supplied].

Kenyon, Jericho 3, p. 110.
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it appears that a wall made of red mudbricks existed either on top of the tell, as
Kenyon postulates, or on the top of the revetment wall itself, or both, until the
final destruction of City IV. The red mudbricks came tumbling down, falling over

the outer revetment wall at the base of the tell. There the red mudbricks came to

rest in a heap.
Kenyon, Jericho 3, p. 110.
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The face of the wall can be seen fallen outwards from the stone foundations.
Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 176, 1957.
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‘There is no evidence in the excavated areas that any of the collapses were due

to breaching or undermining by enemies. But in a number of places the walls

have been destroyed by fire, which is almost certainly the work of enemies.’

Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 176, 1957.
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The wall was violently destroyed by fire. The layers of ash, in beautiful pastel
shades of blues, greys and pinks, suggesting brushwood or thatch as did the
other fire, come right down against the stones of the foundations, showing that
they were exposed when the fire took place. The brickwork, normally mud-
coloured, is burnt bright red throughout, clear evidence of the strength of the

conflagration
Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 189, 1957.
Jiar B ajei Al aall 1o Cgh ¢y dlimal) A s Lala Sl Chagl] canlly 13 Laad
e Y LS o lagal 13
(g @hlall a4 alay e A Juay 9¢d Guad 398 a5 dla)l) dlaw o) Wy Jia Cauagy
gl saaly panly (galayg dgud Slasd dilida ool

The ash of the burnt city ‘is about a metre thick, and consists of streaks of black,

brown, white and pinkish ash
Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 259, 1957.
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The destruction was complete. Walls and floors were blackened or reddened by
fire, and every room was filled with fallen bricks, timbers, and household utensils;
in most rooms the fallen debris was heavily burnt, but the collapse of the walls of

the eastern rooms seems to have taken place before they were affected by the

fire.”
Kenyon, Jericho 3, p. 370.
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grain storage jars excavated at Jericho, one of which is seen in close-up below.
A total of six bushels of grain were discovered in a single excavation season
amid the charred debris of City 1V, giving an important clue to the city’s demise.
Its end could not have come as a result of a siege, because that would have
exhausted the city’s food supply. Instead, the attack must have occurred

suddenly, soon after the spring harvest



Kenyon, Digging Up Jericho, p. 230.

Kenyon, Archaeology in the Holy Land, p. 171;
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The Jericho evidence very strongly emphasises the great difference of the phase

from both the preceding and the succeeding ones, a difference both in the objects



in use, such as pottery and weapons, and in the entire way of life of the
population. There was, certainly at Jericho, and very probably elsewhere (on the
existing evidence), such a wholesale incursion of newcomers that the existing

population was completely submerged.

Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 187, 1957.
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It can in any case be deduced that the newcomers were concerned with things
spiritual from the care they took in the disposal of the dead. Probably long before
they started to build houses they were excavating elaborate tombs in the rock of
the surrounding hillsides ... . The tombs fall into a number of sharply defined
groups, which may be called the Dagger Tombs, the Pottery Tombs, the Square—
shaft Tombs, an Outsize type which might be called the Bead type ... . The
newcomers had a nomadic way of life when they arrived, and it seems to me that
this differentiation can be explained as evidence of a number of tribal groups,

each with its own burial custom, coming together as a loose tribal confederation,



living side by side on the tell and the surrounding slopes, but each retaining its

own burial customs.
Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 194-195, 1957.
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Other sites in Palestine have produced evidence which can also be interpreted as

showing the presence of similar tribal groups.

Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 207, 1957.
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As our detailed knowledge of Palestinian archaeology has gradually increased
over the past thirty years or so, it has become apparent that there was a very
sharp break between the Early Bronze Age of the third millenium and the Middle
Bronze Age of the first half of the second. Common everyday pots are the most
sensitive barometer of a drastic change in population. There is virtually no

continuity in pottery between the two periods, and it is perhaps excessive caution



to use the qualifying "virtually.’ It is not merely that there is a great technical
advance in potting, in that the vessels in common use in the Middle Bronze Age
are made on a fast wheel, whereas those of the Early Bronze Age only show a
tentative use of a slow wheel in finishing some of the vessels, but all the forms of
the vessels are different. In other directions the change is equally marked;

bronze, for instance, takes the place of copper as the common metal
Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 186, 1957.
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The joints were excellently fitted together by tenon and mortise, held together by
wooden pegs; no metal was employed in the structure. The carpenters’ tools

apparently consisted of ripping saws, adzes, morticing chisels, drills, and probably

a lathe.
Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 241, 1957.
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he new pottery is completely wheel-made, much of it of a high technical
excellence ... . Another very striking change is in the metal objects. Metal had
been used in the Early Bronze Age [EB], and had been comparatively common in
the succeeding period. But so far as the analyses which have been carried out
show, all the objects were of copper. Now bronze comes into common use, which
means, of course, a considerable increase in the efficiency of the tools, weapons
and other objects. Weapons are as a matter of fact not very common, not nearly
as much so as in the EB-MB period. The newcomers were peaceful townsfolk,

not nomadic warriors.

Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 211, 1957.
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Since there is this interval before houses appear, they must have lived in tents or
very slight structures, thus providing clear evidence of their nomadic origin.
Though they lived on the tell, they were not really interested in it as a town. Their
occupation spread right down the slopes, and they never built themselves a town

wall.
Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 192, 1957.
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Within the limited area in which the buildings of the period survive, there is
nothing that resembles a temple, and no objects suggesting a ritual significance

have been found.

Benn, E., Digging up Jericho, Ernest Ltd, London, pp. 253, 1957.
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These relics of the Middle Bronze | people seem to indicate a fresh migration into
the town of a nomadic people who brought with them an entirely new tradition in
pottery forms and new customs in burial practices. They may have come into
Palestine from the desert at the crossing of the Jordan near Jericho and may
then have pushed on to settle eventually at places such as Gibeon, Tell el-Ajjul

and Lachish, where tombs of this distinctive type have been found.

Pritchard, J., Gibeon, Where the Sun Stood Still, Princeton University

Press, NJ, p. 153, 1975.
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As far as Palestine is concerned, the introduction of the new type of defence
meant no break in culture. From the first beginnings of the Middle Bronze Age
down to its end, and long past it, all the material evidence, pottery, weapons,

ornaments, buildings, building methods, is emphatic that there is no break in

culture and basic population.

Bimson, J., Redating the Exodus, The Almond Press, Sheffield, pp. 130,
219, 1981.
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Who were the MBI people? We really don’t know ... . In fact, these MBI people

may be the Israelites whose famous journey from Egypt to Canaan is called the

Exodus

The Mysterious MBI People’ Biblical Archaeology Review, July1983
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Interestingly enough, after the EBIII destruction of Jericho and Ai, both cities lay

in ruins for hundreds of years

Cohen, R., The mysterious MBI people, Biblical Archaeology Review

9(04):28, July1983.
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‘l have been studying the MBI sites in the Central Negev for almost two decades
now. The result of this study can, | believe, elucidate some of the outstanding
issues ... . New aspects of MBI culture, including burial customs and social
structure, imply a new ethnic element. Thus, the MBI culture is also intrusive,
migrating people who destroyed the existing urban centres must be involved ... .
In my view, the new MBI population came from the south and the Sinai, the route

of the Israelites on that journey known as the Exodus.
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The similarity between the course of the MBI migration and the route of the
Exodus seems too close to be coincidental. The Late Bronze Age (1550-1200

BC)—the period usually associated with the Israelites’ flight from Egypt—is

archaeologically unattested in the Kadesh Barnea area

Cohen, R., The mysterious MBI people, Biblical Archaeology Review

9(04):29, July1983.
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