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For the children of Israel shall remain for many 7Y 12 1Y 0N ome | T
days, having neither king, nor prince, nor sacrifice, I.m naT I'?.“ N R X
nor pillar, nor ephod nor teraphim. D'91n| 'rI'TDNJi":NI _n:m

. d -.-g. tagih Rk 1 h-.-... =

having neither king nor prince nor sacrifice: in the Temple in
Judah.
nor pillar: The pillar of Baal in Samaria of the kings of Israel.

nor ephod: of the Urim and Tummim, which discloses to them

hidden things.

teraphim: They are images constructed, having in mind a particular

hour established, at which time they speak of their own accord and

tell of hidden things. So does Jonathan translate: and there shall be

no ephod or oracle.

SAfterwards shall the children of Israel return, and ?|ng;3.| ‘7&-11415 2 h“lg': MNXA

seek the Lord their Goq and David their king, qnd D390 T NRE DA'NYR NNR

they shall come trembling to the Lord and to His nh"{nNJJDIUL"‘mI.W 4 I';.7 B I

goodness at the end of days. e IR TR
oMt

Afterwards: Following the days of exile.


https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16157#v=5

shall the children of Israel return: It was taught in the name of R.
Shimon the son of Yochai: The children of Israel rejected three
things during the reign of Rehoboam; the Kingdom of Heaven, the
kingdom of the House of David, and the Holy Temple, as it is written:
“What portion have we in David” (1 Kings 12:16) which may be
understood literally; “to your tents O’ Israel” (ibid.), do not read, “to
your tents” (Heb. 7ax70) but “to your gods” (Heb. i%x70) “now see
your own house, David” (ibid.), refers to the Holy Temple (see Rashi
| Kings 12:16). R. Shimon the son of Menassiah said: Israel shall not
be shown any omen of good until they repent by seeking out all
three; “Afterwards shall the children of Israel return, and seek their
Lord their God,” which refers to the Kingdom of Heaven; “and David
their king” is self explanatory; “and shall come trembling to the Lord
and to His goodness,” which refers to the Holy Temple, as it is
written “that good mount” (Deut. 3:7) (a reference to the Temple
Mount. [from Midrash Samuel 13:4]
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Josiah indeed had attempted to put away ‘the teraphim and the gii/in? (2 Kings

23:24), but in vain; the Jews took them with them into exile. Ezekiel represents


https://www.chabad.org/15896#v16
https://www.chabad.org/15896#v16
https://www.chabad.org/9967#v7
https://www.chabad.org/15842#v4
http://biblehub.com/2_kings/23-24.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_kings/23-24.htm

the king of Babylon as seeking an oracle from his teraphim (Ezekiel 21:21); at

any rate, this was the principal use of the teraphim to the Israelites—to divine by

(Zechariah 10:2). The meaning of ‘ephod and teraphim’ was already forgotten in

the time of the Septuagint translator of Hosea, who renders 0v8¢ iepateiag
098¢ dnAwv (he identifies the teraphim with the Thummim, comp. Sept.

Deuteronomy 33:8; elsewhere §fjAa or SAwotg = the Urim).

http://biblehub.com/commentaries/hosea/3-4.htm
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During the Babylonian exile the captive Israelites repented and were allowed

to return to their homeland. Yet, they had no means of offering a blood
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sacrifice; they could only offer contrite repentant prayer. According to 1
Maccabees (cf. 1:54, 4:52) valid sacrifices in the Temple were discontinued
for three years (168-165 B.C.E.). This meant those loyal to God could not
offer personal atonement sacrifices in the Temple. During these periods of
time, no Temple sacrifice was possible, and Jesus had not yet died to
provide the supposed everlasting means of atonement. A grave problem
arises: Did God leave these Jews in their sins, with no means whatsoever
for atonement? Did He demand the impossible of them? The Answer was
given by God Himself to the Jewish exiles in Babylonia, and its message
echoes across the centuries: “And you shall call upon Me, and go, and
pray to Me, and | will hearken to you. And you shall seek Me, and find Me,

when you shall search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).
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Hosea 3:4

Many days without a king — Hitherto this prophecy has been literally fulfilled.
Since the destruction of the temple by the Romans they have neither had king
nor prince, nor any civil government of their own, but have lived in different
nations of the earth as mere exiles. They have neither priests nor sacrifices nor
urim nor thummim; no prophet, no oracle, no communication of any kind from

God.

Without an image ephod - teraphim - The Septuagint read, Oude ovong
Buolag, ovde ovtog Buolaotnplov, ovde lepatelag, ovde dnAwv: “Without a
sacrifice, without an altar, without a priesthood, and without oracles;” that is, the
urim and thummim. The Vulgate, Arabic, and Syriac read nearly the same.
Instead of 7a¥n matstsebah, an image, they have evidently read narn mizbeach,

an altar; the letters of these words being very similar, and easily mistaken for



each other. But instead of either, one, if not two, of Kennicott’s MSS. has min

minchah, an oblation.

What is called image may signify any kind of pillar, such as God forbade them

to erect Lev 26:1, lest it should be an incitement to idolatry.

The ephod was the high priest’s garment of ceremony; the teraphim were some
kind of amulets, telesms, or idolatrous images; the urim and thummim belonged

to the breastplate, which was attached to the ephod.

Instead of teraphim some would read seraphim, changing the n tau into v sin;
these are an order of the celestial hierarchy. In short, all the time that the
Israelites were in captivity in Babylon, they seem to have been as wholly without
forms of idolatrous worship as they were without the worship of God; and this
may be what the prophet designs: they were totally without any kind of public
worship, whether true or false. As well without images and teraphim, as they
were without sacrifice and ephod, though still idolaters in their hearts. They were
in a state of the most miserable darkness, which was to continue many days; and
it has continued now nearly eighteen hundred years, and must continue yet
longer, till they acknowledge him as their Savior whom they crucified as a

blasphemer.
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Hosea 3:4
For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without
a prince,.... Without any form of civil government, either regal or without any civil
magistrate, either superior or subordinate, of their own; being subject to the kings
and princes of other nations, as the ten tribes were from their captivity by
Shalmaneser, to the coming of Christ, which was about seven hundred years; and
from that time the tribes of Judah and Benjamin have had no kings and princes
among them, for the space of nineteen hundred years, which may very well be
called 'many days'. This answers to the harlot's abiding for the prophet many
days, in the parable:
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and without an image, or 'statue": such as were made for Baal, or as were the
calves at Dan and Bethel; and though the people of Israel were very subject to
idolatry, and set up images and statues for worship before their captivities, yet
since have nothing of image worship among them, but strictly observe the
command.
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as it is plain and certain that our Jesus, the true Messiah, came at the end of the

Jewish world, in the last days of their civil and church state; see Heb 1:1,
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The "return” of them, here prophesied of, does not barely mean their return to
their own land, which will be at this time; see Jer 30:3, but their return to the
Lord by repentance; when they shall repent of, and turn from, their sinful course
of life, and particularly of their unbelief and rejection of the true Messiah, and
embrace him; and of their traditions and false ways of worship, which they shall
discard; and of their own righteousness they shall now renounce; and shall turn to

the Lord Jesus Christ, and believe in him for righteousness, life, and salvation:

sl ALl (ahaiall dly 5 anll Galdl) gal) B (Sl dlalady 4lesh La Jaudally Vdag
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Hosea 3:4-5
Here is the application of the parable to Israel. They must long sit like a

widow, stripped of all joys and honours; but shall at length be received again.

Those that would seek the Lord so as to find him, must apply to Christ, and



become his willing people. Not only are we to fear the Lord and his greatness,
but the Lord and his goodness; not only his majesty, but his mercy. Even Jewish
writers apply this passage to the promised Messiah; doubtless it foretold their
future conversion to Christ, for which they are kept a separate people. Though
the first fear of God arise from a view of his holy majesty and righteous
vengeance, yet the experience of mercy and grace through Jesus Christ, will lead
the heart to reverence so kind and glorious a Friend and Father, and to fear

offending him.
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https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=30&chapter=30&q=%D8%B6%D9%8A%D9%82+%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=30&chapter=30&q=%D8%B6%D9%8A%D9%82+%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=30&chapter=30&q=%D8%B6%D9%8A%D9%82+%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A8
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=46&chapter=12&q=%D8%B7%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%88%D9%87
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=46&chapter=12&q=%D8%B7%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%88%D9%87
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showChapter.php?book=46&chapter=12&q=%D8%B7%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%88%D9%87
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=36&chapter=5&vmin=15&vmax=15
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=36&chapter=5&vmin=15&vmax=15
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https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=55&chapter=11&vmin=25&vmax=25
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=55&chapter=11&vmin=25&vmax=25
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=55&chapter=11&vmin=26&vmax=26
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=55&chapter=11&vmin=26&vmax=26
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=55&chapter=11&vmin=27&vmax=27
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=55&chapter=11&vmin=27&vmax=27

s oslad Lo Jadlly — Adl€a ) pasg bl zmeall o) aggall clbpal s o) Ol 22 6
slad] LY ASlSal oy tra Ay ol £an ol

paliish A Gias Jaally —aday ias] it O 985 Lo San) Eand 138 s ) ks pdisn T
gt Aaia gay ol g8 L Gianaus g dugha Glaj Coiiiia |y yauly

CF e ool Alef Lo Mg — 4l g Sug a8 A0 ol 35a i O som sk gdisn 8
agiaks (s3) (M Qg Lasic o) AlsH (8 il i (GAT Bra Al

A 13 3y ral) o ol Jills — L) AlH (B g aguidu g ogly agasa cpill 9
ALl

Slay g alY) Al (b Bakis g Al aall Eoen il Ao (Gl ol Bl ) Js (oad

o) e ES) Aallal) fgan) agiy aliall

Ladla 40 aaallg



