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baptisma


http://www.drghaly.com/articles/display/11299

Thayer Definition:
1) immersion, submersion
1a) of calamities and afflictions with which one is quite overwhelmed
1b) of John’s baptism, that purification rite by which men on confessing their
sins were bound to spiritual reformation, obtained the pardon of their past
sins and became qualified for the benefits of the Messiah’s kingdom soon
to be set up. This was valid Christian baptism, as this was the only baptism
the apostles received and it is not recorded anywhere that they were ever

rebaptised after Pentecost.

lc) of Christian baptism; a rite of immersion in water ascommanded by Christ,
by which one after confessing his sins and professing his faith in Christ,
having been born again by the Holy Spirit unto a new life, identifies publicly

with the fellowship of Christ and the church.
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baptizo
Thayer Definition:
1) to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk)

2) to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water, to

wash one’s self, bathe
3) to overwhelm

Part of Speech: verb
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A religious ablution signifying purification or consecration. The natural
method of cleansing the body by washing and bathing in water was always
customary in Israel (see Ablution, Bathing). The washing of their clothes
was an important means of sanctification enjoined on the Israelites before
the Revelation on Mt. Sinai (Ex. xix. 10). The Rabbis connect with this the
duty of bathing by complete immersion ("tebilah," Yeb. 46b; Mek.,
Bahodesh, iii.); and since sprinkling with blood was always accompanied
by immersion, tradition connects with this immersion the blood lustration
mentioned as having also taken place immediately before the Revelation
(Ex. xxiv. 8), these three acts being the initiatory rites always performed
upon proselytes, "to bring them under the wings of the Shekinah" (Yeb.

I.c.).
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With reference to Ezek. xxxvi. 25, "Then will | sprinkle clean water upon
you, and ye shall be clean," R. Akiba, in the second century, made the
utterance: "Blessed art thou, O Israel! Before whom dost thou cleanse
thyself? and who cleanses thee? Thy Father in heaven!" (Yoma viii. 9).
Accordingly, Baptism is not merely for the purpose of expiating a special
transgression, as is the case chiefly in the violation of the so-called
Levitical laws of purity; but it is to form a part of holy living and to prepare
for the attainment of a closer communion with God. This thought is
expressed in the well-known passage in Josephus in which he speaks of
John the Baptist ("Ant." xviii. 5, § 2): "The washing would be acceptable to
him, if they made use of it, not in order to the putting away of some sins,
but for the purification of the body; supposing still that the soul was

thoroughly purified beforehand by righteousness." John symbolized the call



to repentance by Baptism in the Jordan (Matt. iii. 6 and parallel passages);
and the same measure for attaining to holiness was employed by the
Essenes, whose ways of life John also observed in all other respects.
Josephus says of his instructor Banus, an Essene, that he "bathed himself
in cold water frequently, both by night and by day" ('Vita," § 2), and that the

same practise was observed by all the Essenes ('B. J." ii. 8, § 5).
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The only conception of Baptism at variance with Jewish ideas is displayed
in the declaration of John, that the one who would come after him would

not baptize with water, but with the Holy Ghost (Mark i. 8; Johni. 27). Yet a



faint resemblance to the notion is displayed in the belief expressed in the
Talmud that the Holy Spirit could be drawn upon as water is drawn from a
well (based upon Isa. xii. 3; Yer. Suk. v. 1, 55a of Joshua b. Levi). And
there is a somewhat Jewish tinge even to the prophecy of the evangelists
Matthew (iii. 11) and Luke (iii. 16), who declare that Jesus will baptize with
fire as well as with the Holy Ghost; for, according to Abbahu, true Baptism
is performed with fire (Sanh. 39a). Both the statement of Abbahu and of the
Evangelists must of course be taken metaphorically. The expression that
the person baptized is illuminated (pwTi60¢ig, Justin, "Apologia," i. 65)
has the same significance as is implied in telling a proselyte to Judaism,
after his bath, that he now belongs to Israel, the people beloved of God

(Yeb. 47a; Gerim i.).
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According to rabbinical teachings, which dominated even during the
existence of the Temple (Pes. viii. 8), Baptism, next to circumcision and
sacrifice, was an absolutely necessary condition to be fulfilled by a
proselyte to Judaism (Yeb. 46 b, 47b; Ker. 9a 'Ab. Zarah 57a; Shab. 1354;
Yer. Kid. iii. 14, 644d). Circumcision, however, was much more important,
and, like baptism, was called a "seal" (Schlatter, "Die Kirche Jerusalems,"
1898, p. 70). But as circumcision was discarded by Christianity, and the
sacrifices had ceased, Baptism remained the sole condition for initiation
into religious life. The next ceremony, adopted shortly after the others, was
the imposition of hands, which, it is known, was the usage of the Jews at
the ordination of a rabbi. Anointing with oil, which at first also accompanied
the act of Baptism, and was analogous to the anointment of priests among

the Jews, was not a necessary condition.
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Lauden, Edna (2006). Multi Dictionary. Tel Aviv: Ad Publications. p. 397.



"Concerning Ritual Purity and Cleanliness."
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baptism-pagan-or-jewish

Third, baptism is as Jewish as mikveh! The Hebrew word tevilah (translated
“immersion”) is used in the benediction recited during the mikveh ritual.
Certainly no one would dispute that mikveh is a Jewish ceremony. The
ritual washings and cleansings commanded in Torah and the other writings
formed the basis for the rabbinical mikveh laws. Our ancient sages who
formulated these rules agreed and emphasized that the purpose of mikveh
was spiritual rather than physical cleansing. They taught that as the mikveh
cleanses the unclean, so does the Holy One cleanse Israel (My 8:9). The
roots of baptism rest deeply and permanently in the soil of these Jewish
scriptures and traditions. That is, both baptism and mikveh depict by an
outward act the inward transaction of faith; and both declare that only the

Holy One has the power to cleanse men’s hearts and lives.
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To this day, Gentiles who would embrace Judaism must undergo baptism in
a mikveh ritual. The purpose of this ceremonial immersion is to portray

spiritual cleansing, as Maimonides concluded in his codification of the laws

of mikveh:

“...uncleanness is not mud or filth which water can remove, but it is a

matter of scriptural decree and dependent on the intention of the heart.”
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The mikvah itseli—along with its prescribed dimensions and source of the water—is an
ancient institution. It was in wide use during the times of the two Temples, for in those days
anyone who had contracted any of various kinds of "impurity” was forbidden to eat of
sacrificial meat or the tithe, or to enter the sacred precincts of the Temple. The way of
effecting purification was through immersion in the mikvah. Most of these forms of impurity
have fallen into disuse today, simply because of the historical circumstance of the
destruction of the Temple in 70 C_E_; today there is neither sacrifice nor Temple. Only the
law of the impunty of niddah remains intact, for it affects not only the right to enter the
Temple in Jerusalem, but also the intimate marital relationship of every couple. (One might

21 o WS RGN g T (e g Lo | W o IR 2 (4 C hiristianity took over from Judaism the institution of fevillah,

as the rite of initiation into the Christian communion; but that in the course of
time it modified it so that most sects define baptism as the sprinkling of water upon the
communicant rather than the full immersion in the pool.) mikvah is used today not only for
family purity, but also for the initiation of proselytes, both male and female, into Judaism. In
addition, some pious male Jews immerse themselves before prayer and before Sabbath
and Holy Days. The mikvah is a communal institution, generally an inconspicuous building,

and administered with the utmost of modesty and delicacy. ..
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Similarly, when a non-Jew wishes to convert to Judaism and be received into the Covenant
of Abraham, we require of him that he immerse himself in the mikvah. For the proselyte is
considered a new individual, a new-born child, and the sense of birth, of new life, is
emphasized by the mikvah. By emerging from the waters of the mikvah, a

So that fum'ah, the intimation of death, whether it be through niddah or any other form, is

counteracted by immersion in the water of the mikvah, the symbol of life.
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Archaeologist Benyamin Storchan at the newly-discovered mikveh. Photo:

Israel Antiquities Authority.
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The mikveh from above, showing the three collecting basins hewn into the

roof of the mikveh. Photo: Israel Antiquities Authority.
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the entrance of a mikvah on the outside of the southern wall of the Old

City.
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