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On the death of Cyrus, his son Cambyses succeeded to the throne (530
B.C.), but died a violent death (522 B.C.) after an unsuccessful campaign
in Egypt and Africa and a discreditable reign. A Magian priest, Bardiya, "the
False Smerdis," usurped the crown and reigned for seven months, until
Darius, a member of a side branch of the Persian royal family, discovered

the imposture, slew the pretender, and swayed the Achamenian scepter

with conspicuous ability for nearly half a century.



Darius (522-486 B.C.) continued the liberal policy of Cyrus toward the
Jews and favored the rebuilding of the Temple at Jerusalem (Ezra v. 13-17,
vi. 1-15), a policy which is in keeping with what is known from other
sources of the views of this ruler (see Darius |.). His successor was his son
Xerxes (486-465), prominent in the Bible as Ahasuerus and of importance
in Jewish history because of his acceptance of Esther to succeed his
divorced queen Vashti. See Ahasuerus; Esther; Haman; Mordecai. Xerxes
was in turn followed by his son Artaxerxes I. (Longimanus; 465-424), in
whose reign occurred the important events for Jewish political history that
are recorded by Ezra and Nehemiah (see Artaxerxes I.). His successors on
the throne were Darius Il. (424-404), Artaxerxes Il. (404-358), Artaxerxes
lll. (358-337; the Jews came several times into conflict with him on
disputed points), Arses (337-335), and Darius lll. (Codomannus, 335-
330), the last of the Achzmenian line.... The invasion and subjugation of
Persia by Alexander the Great (330-323 B.C.) put an end to the

Achamenian kingdom

http: //www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/12045-persia
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‘artachshashtd” |/ 'artachshasht’
BDB Definition:
Artaxerxes = ‘I will make the spoiled to boil: | will stir myself (in) winter”
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'‘artachshashtd® 'artachshasht'
ar—takh—-shash—taw' ar—takh—-shasht’

Of foreign origin; Artachshasta (or Artaxerxes), a title (rather than name) of

several Persian kings: — Artaxerxes.
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‘artahsast’, RppYnniN.
‘artahsasta™: The name of the Persian king, Artaxerxes |, who ruled 465-424

B.C. (Ezr_4:7-8). He stopped the work on the second Temple (Ezr_4:18-23).

Ezra returned to Jerusalem in his reign (Ezr_7:1-7) about 458 B.C. Under Ezra

Artaxerxes prospered Ezra's work and the Law of God (Ezr_7:13-28). He

permitted Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem to build its walls (Neh 2:1-10) and

become governor there (Neh_5:14). Nehemiah returned to Persia in ca. 433

B.C. for a while (Neh_13:6).
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'‘achashverosh  'achashrash
akh—-ash-vay-rosh’, akh—-ash—rosh’

Of Persian origin; Achashverosh (that is, Ahasuerus or Artaxerxes, but in this

case Xerxes), the title (rather than name) of a Persian king: — Ahasuerus.
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https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=15&chapter=4&vmin=5&vmax=5
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=15&chapter=4&vmin=6&vmax=6
https://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=15&chapter=4&vmin=7&vmax=7
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