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shall be greater: There was a controversy between Rav and Samuel. One said:
In the building; and one said: In the years, that the years of the First Temple
were four hundred and ten, and those of the Second Temple were four hundred

and twenty.
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Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 97 b.

... It has been taught: R. Nathan said: This verse pierces and descends to the
very abyss: For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall
speak, and not lie: though he tarry, wait for him; because it will surely come, it

will not tarry. Not as our Masters, who interpreted the verse, until a time and



times and the dividing of time; nor as R. Simlai who expounded, 7hou feedest
them with the bread of tears; and givest them tears to drink a third time,; nor as
R. Akiba who expounded, Yef once, it is a little while, and | will shake the
heavens, and the earth: but the first dynasty [sc. the Hasmonean] shall last
seventy years, the second [the Herodian], fifty two, and the reign of Bar Koziba
two and a half years.

The Talmud has a footnote after this quote which reads: ‘The verses cited from
Daniel, the Psalms, and Haggai were interpreted so as to give a definite date for
the advent of the Messiah. R. Nathan however, on the authority of Hab. Il, 3,
asserts that all such calculations are false. The three verses refer to the
Hasmonean, Herodian, and Bar Koziba’s reign, but the advent of Messiah is

unknowable, Rashi’.
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the heaven, etc.: And they will understand that My Shechinah rests in this
House, and they will bring gifts of silver and gold, as is written in the book of

Joseph ben Gurion.
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The Florilegium
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4QFlorilegium (4Q174)
Col. I (Frgs. 1-3)

[I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them in order that they
may dwell there and no more be troubled by their] enemies. No son of iniquity
[will afflict them again] as before, from the day that 2 [I set judges] over my
people Israel (2 Sam 7:10). This is the house which [ in the] last days
according as it is written in the book 3 [ the sanctuary, O Lord,] which
your hands have established, Yahweh shall reign for ever and ever (Exod 15:17-
18) This is the house in which [ ] shall not enter there 4 [ f]orever, nor the
Ammonite, the Moabite, nor the bastard, nor the foreigner, nor the stranger

forever because there shall be the ones who bear the holy name 5 [florever.
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Continually it will appear above it. And strangers will no longer destroy it as
they previously destroyed 6 the sanctuary of Israel because of its sins. He
commanded that a sanctuary of men be built for himself in order to offer up
to him like the smoke of incense 7 the works of the Law. And according to his
words to David, (2 "And I [will give] you [rest] from all your enemies™ (2 Sam
7:11). This means that he will give them rest from a[ll] 8 the sons of Belial,
who cause them to stumble to destroy them [ ] according as they come with
a plan of [B]el[i]al to cause the s[ons of] 9 light to stumble, to think upon them

wicked plans in order to deli[ver] his [s]oul to Belial in their w[ic]ked error.
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