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ekklesia
ek—klay—-see-ah

From a compound of G1537 and a derivative of G2564; a calling out, that is,
(concretely) a popular meeting, especially a religious congregation (Jewish
synagogue, or Christian community of members on earth or saints in heaven or

both): — assembly, church.

Total KJV occurrences: 115
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ekklesia

Thayer Definition:

1) a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place, an

assembly

1a) an assembly of the people convened at the public place of the council for

the purpose of deliberating
1b) the assembly of the Israelites

lc) any gathering or throng of men assembled by chance, tumultuously

ld) in a Christian sense



1d1) an assembly of Christians gathered for worship in a religious meeting

1d2) a company of Christian, or of those who, hoping for eternal salvation
through Jesus Christ, observe their own religious rites, hold their own
religious meetings, and manage their own affairs, according to
regulations prescribed for the body for order’s sake

1d3) those who anywhere, in a city, village, constitute such a company and

are united into one body
1d4) the whole body of Christians scattered throughout the earth

1d5) the assembly of faithful Christians already dead and received into

heaven
Part of Speech: noun feminine

A Related Word by Thayer’s/Strong’s Number: from a compound of G1537

and a derivative of G2564

Citing in TDNT: 3:501, 394
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Epiphanius, On Weights and Measures 14 (54c).
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Jacob Pinkerfeld, "David's Tomb': Notes on the History of the Building:

Preliminary Report,"



Bulletin of the Louis Rabinowitz Fund for the Exploration of Ancient

Synagogues 3, ed.

Michael Avi-Yonah (Jerusalem: Hebrew University, 1960): 41-43.
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Bargil Pixner, "'The Church of the Apostles found on Mount Zion," Biblical

Archaeology Review 16.3 May/June 1990

(http:www.centuryone.org/apostles.html);

David Christian Clausen, The Upper Room and Tomb of David: The History,
Art and Archaeology of the Cenacle on Mount Zion (Jefferson, NC:

McFarland, 2016).
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Denys Pringle, The Churches of the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem: A

Corpus, Vol. 3, The City of Jerusalem (New York: Cambridge University

Press, 2007), 272.
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Catholic Encyclopedia: Jerusalem (A.D. 71-1099): "During the first
Christian centuries the church at this place was the centre of Christianity in
Jerusalem, "Holy and glorious Sion, mother of all churches" (Intercession in
'St. James' Liturgy’, ed. Brightman, p. 54). Certainly no spot in

Christendom can be more venerable than the place of the Last Supper,

which became the first Christian church'.
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The House of Peter Biblical Archaeology Society Staff 04/22/2018
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Beneath the foundations of this octagonal Byzantine martyrium church at

Capernaum, archaeologists made one of the most exciting Biblical



archaeology discoveries: a simple first-century A.D. home that have been

the house of Peter, the home of Jesus in Capernaum. Photo: Garo

Nalbandian.
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Buried beneath the remains of an octagonal Byzantine martyrium church,

excavators found the ruins of a rather mundane dwelling dating to the first

century B.C.
The House of Peter Biblical Archaeology Society Staff 04/22/2018
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In the years immediately following Jesus’ death, the function of the house
changed dramatically. The house’s main room was completely plastered
over from floor to ceiling—a rarity for houses of the day. At about the same

time, the house’s pottery, which had previously been household cooking

pots and bowls, now consisted entirely of large storage jars and oil lamps.



Such radical alterations indicate that the house no longer functioned as a
residence but instead had become a place for communal gatherings,
possibly even the first christian gatherings, a key factor in how Christianity
began. As with many Biblical archaeology discoveries, often the small
details most convincingly tie ancient material remains to Biblical events and

characters.

The House of Peter Biblical Archaeology Society Staff 04/22/2018
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This simple church building, helpful in determining how Christianity began,
survived for more than 300 years before it was finally replaced in the fifth
century by a well-built octagonal martyrium church. Octagonal martyria
were built to commemorate an important site, such as the original house of
Peter that once stood here. The inner sanctum of the octagonal building
was built directly above the remains of the very room of the first—century

house that had formed the central hall of the earlier church.
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Chapel of St. Ananias in Damascus (1st Century) (Photo: Axilera)



The Church of the Late First Century Fr. Fernand Mourret, S.S
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The Cod. Rossanensis (Vat. Gr 1970, saec XI11).
The Rotulus Vaticanus (Vat. Gr. 2281, Saec XII1).
The Rotulus Messanensis (Cod. Mes. Gr. 177, saec XII1)
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Atiya, Aziz S.. The Coptic Encyclopedia. New York: Macmillan Publishing

Company, 1991
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Remains of an early Christian church in Monemvasia, Greece. The marble
altar screen of which is preserved in the archaeological collection in the

Djami, the old mosque.
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