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Innumerable transitional forms must have existed, so why we do not find

them embedded in the countless numbers in the crust of the earth?
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TABLE 10.2

Trends from Late Australopithecine to Early Homo

LATE AUSTRALOPITHECINE

EARLY HOMO

Increase in see

Reduction in size

Reduction in size
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“Perhaps more than any other science, human prehistory is a highly
personalized pursuit, the whole atmosphere reverberating with the repeated
collisions of oversized egos. The reasons are not difficult to discover. For a
start, the topic under scrutiny—human origins—is highly emotional, and
there are reputations to be made and public acclaim to be savoured for
people who unearth ever older putative human ancestors. But the major
problem has been the pitifully small number of hominid fossils on which

prehistorians exercise their imaginative talents.”

Roger Lewin, “A New Focus for African Prehistory,” in New Scientist,

September 29, 1977, p. 793.
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“You can with equal facility model on a neanderthaloid skull the features of

a chimpanzee or the lineaments of a philosopher.”
Up from the Ape, P. 332.
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