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"To attempt to restore the soft parts is an even more hazardous
undertaking. The lips, the eyes, the ears, and the nasal tip, leave no clues
on the underlying bony parts. You can with equal facility model on a
Neanderthaloid skull the features of a chimpanzee or the lineaments of a

philosopher. These alleged restorations of ancient types of man have very



little if any scientific value and are likely only to mislead the public.... So

put not your trust in reconstructions.’,
UP FROM THE APE, p.332
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“Bones say nothing about the fleshy parts of the nose, lips or ears. Artists

must create something between an ape and a human being; the older the

specimen is said to be, the more apelike they make it.”

B. Rensberger, “Ancestors: A Family Album,” Science Digest, 89:34-43

(1981).
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“No anthropologist is justified in reconstructing the entire skeleton of an
unfamiliar type of fossil man from parts of the skullcap, one or two teeth,
and perhaps a few oddments of mandible [jaw bone] and long bones . .
Inferences concerning the missing parts are very precarious, unless more
complete skeletons of other individuals of the same type are available to

support the reconstruction.”

*Earnest Albert Hooton, Apes, Men and Morons, p. 115.
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“Put not your faith in reconstructions. Some anatomists model
reconstructions of fossil skulls by building up the soft parts of the head and
face upon a skull cast and thus produce a bust purporting to represent the
appearance of the fossil man in life. When, however, we recall the
fragmentary condition of most of the skulls, the faces usually being
missing, we can readily see that even the reconstruction of the facial
skeleton leaves room for a good deal of doubt as to details. To attempt to
restore the soft parts is an even more hazardous undertaking. The lips, the
eyes, the ears, and the nasal tip leave no clues on the underlying bony
parts. You can, with equal facility, model on a Neanderthaloid skull the
features of a chimpanzee or the lineaments of a philosopher. These alleged
restorations of ancient types of man have very little, if any, scientific value

and are likely only to mislead the public.”

Earnest Albert Hooton, Up from the Apes, p. 329.
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“The flesh and hair on such reconstructions have to be filled in by resorting
to the imagination. Skin color; the color, form, and distribution of the hair;

the form of the features; and the aspect of the face—of these characters we

know absolutely nothing for any prehistoric men.”
James C. King, the Biology of Race (1971), pp. 135, 151.
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“The vast majority of artists’ conceptions are based more on imagination
than on evidence. They are paid to produce something halfway between an

ape and a human being.”
“AnthroArt,” Science Digest, April 1981, p. 41.
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Reconstruction of Homo
'S habilis at the Westfaisches

Museum fur Archaologie

Homo habilis - Forensic facial ©
reconstructon/apgroximation
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A reconstruction of Homo erectus (reconstruction shown in Westfalisches

Landesmuseum, Herne, Germany, in a 2006 exhibition
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It’s hard to find someone who can draw a realistic-looking early hominid.

That’s why National Geographic’s art department conducted a search for



new talent. Four artists were picked to receive casts of two-million-year-
old female Homo habilis fossils. From these bits of evidence they were to

sketch—-in fleshed-out form—-the hominid to whom these bones belonged.
National Geographic March 2000, “Behind the Scenes” page 142
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Footprints in the Ashes of Time hu):
Mary Leakey '
National Geographic April 1979 p. 446-457.
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“No one can be sure just what any extinct hominid looked like.” *Donald C.

Johanson and *Maitland A. Edey, Lucy: The Beginnings of Humankind

(1981), p. 286.
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“[There is not] enough evidence from fossil material to take our theorizing

out of the realms of fantasy.”

*New Scientist, August 3, 1972, p. 259 [book review of Bjorn Kurten’s Not

from the Apes: Man’s Origins and Evolution].
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Human 'missing link’ fossils may be jumble of species

0@ April 2014 by Colin Barras
Magazine issue 2284. Subscribe and save
For similsr stories, visit the Human Evolution Topic Guide
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ONE of our closest long-lost relatives may never have existed. The fossiis of - -
Austraiopithecus sedibs, which promisad to rewrite the story of human i 1 'cs QO B M B
evolution, may actuslly be the remains of two species jumbled together. o

The first fossils of A, sedits were found @ at Malaps, South Africs, in 2008, At
2 milon years old, they show a mix of festures, some similar to the ape-like
australopithecines, others more like our genus, Homo. To its discoverers, this
hotchpotch means A. sedibs was becoming human, and that the Homo genus
first evolved in South Africa, not east Africa as is generslly thought.

But a new analysis suggasts A sedibs didn't exist. "l think there are two
different hominin geners represented at Malapa.” says Ella Been at Tel Aviv
Uneversity in Israel. One is an Australopithecus and one sn early Homo. We
can't yet tell if the sustrslopithecine remains are distinct enough to call them s
new species, Seen says

Been studies the spinal columns of ancient honvnins, 5o she was curious when
a paper was published last yesr focusing on the spine of A sedibs (Sai
dol.org/rTk). There sre fragments from two skeletons st Malapa, s juvenile
male and an adult female. Looking st photographs of the vertebrae, she
noticed familiar features on the young male.

ence

NewScientist

"I realised they looked a lot like the veriebrae of the Nanokotome Boy." she

says. Also known as Turkana Boy. this is 8 1.5-million-year-old skeleton of .
Homo erectus, a widespread species that may be our direct ancestor. Its S-Ubscrlbe and save
vertebrae, like ours, are much wider than they are tall Up tO 740/0
n contrast, the adult female’'s vertebrae are tsller, ssys Seen, a classic »

: : T -
Austraiopithecus feature. She concludes thst the spines belong to two different

L o A
49

\Whan Been shared her findings with Yoel Rak, also st Te! Avv University, she :

found an slly. "He sees the same in the [lower jswbone]: an austrslopithecine

and an early Homo.” says Been. But here the species are switched: = notch in

»
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