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G. giganteus

1.8 meter tall human male compared to Gigantopithecus species
This graph is based on orangutan proportions in a bipedal stance.
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“[A giant ape lived] during the mid-Pleistocene, about 300,000 years ago.
This massive primate probably stood nine feet tall and weighed about 600
pounds, if the rest of the creature was in scale with its teeth and jaws. It

was named Gigantopithecus (gigantic ape) because its jawbone and teeth

are five times larger than that of modern man.

“In 1935, remains of Gigantopthecus were accidentally discovered in a
Hong Kong pharmacy by G.H.R. von Koenigswald, a Dutch paleontologist.
Chinese apothecaries have always stocked unusual fossils, which they call
‘dragon’s teeth,’ for use in ground-up medicines. Von Koenigswald
regularly searched these drugstores for curiosities and was amazed to find
an enormous tooth with an ape-like (Y-5) dental pattern. When more teeth

began to show up, a field search began, which has since yielded hundreds



of Gigantopithecus teeth and jawbones from various sites in China and

Pakistan; other parts of the skeleton, however, have not yet been found.

“There are tantalizing reports that bones of the two species [giant ape and
human beings] are mingled at the site [in north Vietham where research

scientists are now finding Gigantopithecus bones].”

R. Milner, Encyclopedia of Evolution (1990), p. 192.
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Skulls: Gigantopithecus, gorilla, human.
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“Many male primates have large canine teeth, which are used in fighting
and defense. Where the upper canines meet, or occlude, with the lower jaw,
there are spaces, or gaps, between the opposing teeth. Canine diasfemas
[spaces opposite large canines] are characteristic of the jaws of baboons,
gorillas and monkeys. They are used as a diagnostic feature in studying
fossils because they are absent in hominids [men or near—-men]. A primate
jaw with canine diastemas is considered probably related to apes or

monkeys, not close to the human family.”
R. Milner, Encyclopedia of Evolution (1990), p. 69.
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CHIMPANZEE HUMAN
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Skull balances

directly over the

Short broad pelvis shifts
ght efficiently through
the hip joint

Angled femur places

when walking knees and feet near the

for efficient body’s center, ensuring

strides that is doesn't rock
from side-to-side
during walking.
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With knees and feet

fom-oned away from
he body's center,

chimpanzees must shift

weight side-to-side
when walkin

upright—they waddie

less efficient posture

more efficient posture
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Fig, 22.8: Hands of orang.tar
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