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lead her into the desert: In exile, which is to her like a desert and a wasteland.
And there she will lay up to her heart that it was better for her when she

performed My will than when she rebelled against Me.
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and the depth of trouble: Heb. 710y pny. The depth of the exile where they
were troubled | will give her for a door of hope (an expectation of hope), for, out

of those troubles, she will take heart to return to Me.
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Baali: An expression of mastership and fear. And our Rabbis (Pesachim 87a,
Kethuboth 71b) explained: Like a bride in her father—in—law’s house, and not like

a bride in her father’s house.
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and they shall no longer be mentioned: |.e. Israel shall no longer be
mentioned by the name of the baalim. Or, the baalim shall no longer be
mentioned by the name of Israel, saying that they are their gods. Or, the name of
the baalim shall no longer be mentioned, as it is stated. (Isa. 2:18) “And the idols

shall completely pass away.”
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with the beasts of the field: for | will destroy harmful creatures from the world.

And so Scripture states (Isa. 11:9): “They shall neither harm nor destroy etc.”
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And | will betroth you to Me with faith: For the reward of the faith, for, while in
exile, you believed in the promises through My prophets. [from Mechilta 14: 31

with variations]
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| will answer the heavens: to pour upon the clouds from the rivulet of good that

depends on My word. They will, in turn, answer to pour water upon the earth.
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Jezreel: The people of the exile who were scattered and then in gathered.
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And | will betroth you to Me with faith: For the reward of the faith, for, while in
exile, you believed in the promises through My prophets. [from Mechilta 14: 31

with variations]
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