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Thayer Definition:
1) hidden thing, secret, mystery

1a) generally mysteries, religious secrets, confided only to the initiated and not

to ordinary mortals
1b) a hidden or secret thing, not obvious to the understanding
1c) a hidden purpose or counsel
1cl) secret will
lcla) of men

1c1b) of God: the secret counsels which govern God in dealing with the
righteous, which are hidden from ungodly and wicked men but plain

to the godly

2) in rabbinic writings, it denotes the mystic or hidden sense



2a) of an OT saying
2b) of an image or form seen in a vision

2c) of a dream
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Chapter LXV.--Administration of the sacraments.
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Chapter XL.——No Difference in the Spirit of Idolatry and of Heresy.
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vies even with the essential portions of the sacraments of God. [2268] He,
too, baptizes some—-that is, his own believers and faithful followers; [2269]
he promises the putting away [2270] of sins by a laver (of his own); and if
my memory still serves me, Mithra there, (in the kingdom of Satan,) sets his
marks on the foreheads of his soldiers; celebrates also the oblation of

bread, and introduces an image of a resurrection, and before a sword

wreathes a crown.

b Juai¥) el uly ke A ) (8 alSE Al Jgg il culd i) Sad (slag s

[2268] Sacramentorum divinorum. The form, however, of this phrase
seems to point not only to the specific sacraments of the gospel, but to

the general mysteries of our religion.
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Chapter XIV.——All Portions of Creation Attest the Excellence of the Creator,

Whom Marcion Vilifies.

Nor the oil with which he anoints them ... Nor the bread by which he
represents his own proper body, thus requiring in his very sacraments
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Chapter VI.--The Objection from the Polygamy of the Patriarchs Answered.

"But withal the blessed patriarchs," you say, "'made mingled alliances not
only with more wives (than one), but with concubines likewise." Shall that,
then, make it lawful for us also to marry without limit? | grant that it will, if

there still remain types——-sacraments of something future
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Chapter XXIl.—-The Success of the Apostles, and Their Sufferings in the

Cause of the Gospel, Foretold.

Now, inasmuch as all these things are also found amongst you, and the

sign upon the forehead, [3415] and the sacraments of the church,
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Again, | think, it mystically signifies the [1155] sacraments of the New
Testament of our Saviour; and the words, "his teeth are white as milk,"

denote the excellency and purity of the sacramental food.
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Epistle LXXIV. [2916]

Firmilian, Bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia, to Cyprian, Against the Letter

of Stephen. a.d. 256.

concerning the celebration of Easter, and concerning many other

sacraments of divine matters,
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A Treatise Against the Heretic Novatian by an Anonymous Bishop.

Moreover, three times sent forth from the ark, flying about through the air
over the water, it already signified the sacraments of our Church. Whence

also the Lord Christ charges upon Peter, and moreover also upon the rest



of His disciples, "Go ye and preach the Gospel to the nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost".
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Chapter Ill.-—He Retires to the Villa of His Friend Verecundus, Who Was Not

Yet a Christian, and Refers to His Conversion and Death, as Well as that of

Nebridius.

6. He then was at that time full of grief; but Nebridius was joyous. Although
he also, not being yet a Christian, had fallen into the pit of that most
pernicious error of believing Thy Son to be a phantasm, [707] yet, coming
out thence, he held the same belief that we did; not as yet initiated in any

of the sacraments of Thy Church
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Yet at the same time they continually speak of two great sacraments of the

Christian Church"
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Chapter XXIll.--That to Have Power Over All Things (Ver. 26) is to Judge

Spiritually of All.

but disapproveth what He findeth amiss, whether in the celebration of those
sacraments by which are initiated those whom Thy mercy searches out in

many waters
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NPNF1-01. The Confessions and Letters of St. Augustin, with a Sketch of

his Life and Work
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He was the first to give a clear and fixed definition of the sacrament, as a

visible sign of invisible grace, resting on divine appointment;
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[57] The church fathers of the first six centuries are certainly far more
Catholic than Protestant, and laid the doctrinal foundation of the orthodox

Greek and Roman churches. ....(such as the the seven sacraments....
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Jennings and Graham. 1905. p. 26. 87. What is a sacrament? A sacrament

is an outward sign, appointed by Christ, of an inward grace. (Rom. 4:11.)

Lutheran Forum, Volumes 38-39. 2004. p. 46. A sacrament is an outward

sign of an inward grace.

Lyden, John C.; Mazur, Eric Michael (27 March 2015). The Routledge

Companion to Religion and Popular Culture. Routledge. p. 180.

Augustine defines a sacrament as "an outward sign of an inward grace".

Reformed tradition subscribes to this definition (McKim 2001: 135).

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1131
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