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(JPS) (80:18) Let Thy hand be upon the man of Thy right hand, upon the son of
man whom Thou madest strong for Thyself.

(KJV) Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man

thou madest strong for thyself.
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Psalm 80:3.

Midrash Rabbah, Numbers XIV, 1.

. ‘And Manasseh is mine’ alludes to the Messiah who is to spring from the sons
of Manasseh, as is borne out by the text, Before Ephraim and Benjamin, O
Manasseh, stir up thy might, and come fo save us (Ps. LXXX, 3).

Psalm 80:6.

Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 97 b.

... It has been taught: R. Nathan said: This verse pierces and descends to the
very abyss: For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall
speak, and not lie: though he tarry, wait for him; because it will surely come, it
will not tarry. Not as our Masters, who interpreted the verse, until a time and
times and the dividing of time; nor as R. Simlai who expounded, 7hou feedest
them with the bread of tears,; and givest them tears fo drink a third time; nor as
R. Akiba who expounded, Yef once, it is a little while, and | will shake the
heavens, and the earth: but the first dynasty [sc. the Hasmonean] shall last
seventy years, the second [the Herodian], fifty two, and the reign of Bar Koziba

two and a half years.



The Talmud has a footnote after this quote which reads: ‘The verses cited from
Daniel, the Psalms, and Haggai were interpreted so as to give a definite date for
the advent of the Messiah. R. Nathan however, on the authority of Hab. Il, 3,
asserts that all such calculations are false. The three verses refer to the
Hasmonean, Herodian, and Bar Koziba’s reign, but the advent of Messiah is
unknowable, Rashi’.

Psalm 80:16.

Targum to the Hagiographa.

... And the stock which Thy right hand has planted and upon the king Messiah
whom Thou hast made strong for Thyself.

Verse 18 appears to be an explanation of v. 16, with Messianic emphasis, but
“son of man” in v. 18 is rendered literally by the Targum, and as a strictly human
reference. This is the only instance in which the Targum interprets “j2”
Messianically. The Targum appears to take the Messiah to be the son of God. It
is clear and unmistakable in the Targum found both in the critical and uncritical
editions. It has never been censored or deleted, in spite of its precarious position,

theologically. Although it sounds Christological. almost as though it had been



injected by a Christian exegete, it is probably Jewish to the core, a link in the

unbroken chain of Jewish Messianic tradition.
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"and for the King Messiah, whom thou hast strengthened for thyself;"

by )36 Oals Jainll Jlay Oladl Gl gl 8 431 gl e S 2S5 17 a3 Laady
Mashmiah Jeshuah, fol. 81. 2.

a9g2 Gl sag I £ 13 meall s aa 8 Jsarall Gy 138 JS (e Ll atic b

Ladla i daallg



