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It is believed by some to be a common ancestor of both modern humans

and the other great apes, or at least a species that brings us closer to a

common ancestor than any previous fossil discovery

Rincon, Paul (18 November 2004). "Original’ great ape discovered'. BBC.

Retrieved 23 January 2013.
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Moya-Sola, S.; Kohler, M.; Alba, D. M.; Casanovas-Vilar, |.; Galindo, J.

(2004). 'Pierolapithecus catalaunicus, a New Middle Miocene Great Ape

from Spain'.
Science 306 (5700): 1339-1344
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The hypothesis that this new species was an ancestor of all modern great

apes is controversial because of its location in the Iberian Peninsula, since
all the existing great ape species live in either Southeast Asia or Africa, and
Africa has been the location for so much of the evolution of great apes and

humans.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierolapithecus
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The wider pelvis may be related to the ape’s greater lateral balance and
stability while moving using its forelimbs. However, the fingers of the
Pierolapithecus catalaunicus are unlike those of modern great apes,

indicating that great apes may have evolved differently than scientists



originally hypothesized,” said study first author Dr Ashley Hammond from

the University of Missouri School of Medicine.
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“Pierolapithecus catalaunicus seemed to use a lot of upright behaviors such
as vertical climbing, but not the fully suspensory behaviors we see in great
apes alive today. Today, chimpanzees, orangutans, bonobos and gorillas
use forelimb—-dominated behaviors to swing below branches, but
Pierolapithecus catalaunicus didn’t have the long, curved finger bones

needed for suspension”.
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Contrary to popular belief, we’re not looking for a missing link,” Dr
Hammond said. “We have different pieces of the evolutionary puzzle and
big gaps between points in time and fossil species. We need to continue
fieldwork to identify more fossils and determine how the species are related

and how they lived.”.

Bibliographic information: Ashley S. Hammond et al. Middle Miocene
Pierolapithecus provides a first glimpse into early hominid pelvic
morphology. Journal of Human Evolution, published online March 30,

2013; doi: 10.1016/j.jhevol.2013.03.002
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Dr. Moya-Sola said their fossils appeared to be too primitive to be the

common ancestor.

New York Times: 19 November 2004
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Dr. Begun said some aspects of the specimen's face, palate and teeth made
him think that the species was perhaps a little farther down the evolutionary

line of great apes than the common ancestor
New York Times: 19 November 2004
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Kéhler, Meike; Moya-Sola, Salvador (October 14, 1997). "Ape-like or

hominid-like?

4ia 28| Dryopithecus (e Wil olius Laa jiual i Euaal) (53ladl) ¢ i sl (4

Cadh) AiSly dall b skl S gy sl (S hush clidal) jles) duah cua



by £ iy il Ghsl o @il GlS Al malyy sl dsiag dadise dagll allicg
T S SN Laly (gibuadd) dsli adl) . il Ao aslilly (glaill Liasfy gleill duuilia
duzjiial) Yo Adlal) BajEY B Y gase b VMg gesl) Ao digh Aiadd,

Moya-Sola, Salvador; Kdhler, Meike; Rook, Lorenzo (January §, 1999).

"Evidence of hominid-like precision grip capability in the hand of the

Miocene ape Oreopithecus'. PNAS 96 (1): 313-317.
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Oreopithecus has been claimed to exhibit features that are adaptations to
upright walking, such as the presence of a lumbar curve, in distinction to
otherwise similar species known from the same period. Since the fossils

have been dated to about 8 million years ago, this would represent an

unusually early appearance of upright posture.

Kéhler, Meike; Moya-Sola, Salvador (October 14, 1997). Ape-like or
hominid-like? "Ape-like or hominid-like? The positional behavior of

Oreopithecus bambolii reconsidered’. PNAS 94 (21): 11747-11750.
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However, Oreopithecus’' hominid affinities remained controversial for

decades
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the hallux formed a 100° angle with the other toes enabling the foot to act

as a tripod in erect postures — and could not enable Oreopithecus to

develop a fast bipedal locomotion.
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Ghose, Tia (2013-08-05). "Strange Ancient Ape Walked on All Fours'.

LiveScience.Com. TechMedia Network. Retrieved 2013-08-07.



Russo, G. A.; Shapiro, L. J. (2013-07-23). 'Reevaluation of the

lumbosacral region of Oreopithecus bambolii". Journal of Human Evolution.
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Simons, Elwyn L.. "Apidium and Oreopithecus'. Nature 186 (186): 824-826.
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It could instead be added to the same subfamily as Dryopithecus, perhaps

as a distinct tribe (Oreopithecinae)

Delson, Eric; Tattersall, lan; Van Couvering, John A. (2000).
"Dryopithecinae’. Encyclopedia of human evolution and prehistory. Taylor &

Francis. pp. 464—6.

Sy oY) Shal 138 |5lo8i ¥ agdy L) jahal A1) (e ol gl SiS) muags o) liad ¥ 1agd

Csla 8 N sla 600 Lia oyghail Lijis gl Gga Gludy)



Graecopithecus i s

Ao alal) | suall 03¢y ami il

) S 5P
@ ;‘\ w\m 1¥ P

&




Lid | s REIS) La ) a8,



7.2 (a4 Uadl) clial) jlee) duiah con g 89 1944 B cadis) Niw dli oo Ble ggd

gbeaddly Glud¥l i) aadl o) Gl sl 33 431 1o Balalisy Lk pule



"Our common ancestor with chimps may be from Europe, not Africa". New

Scientist. 2017-05-22. Retrieved 2017-05-24.
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de Bonis, L.; Bouvrain, G.; Koufos, G.; Melentis, J. (1986). "Succession
and dating of the late Miocene primates of Macedonia'. In Lee, Phyllis C.;

Else, James G. Primate Evolution
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This would call into question the prevailing belief that pre—human hominids

originated in Africa, though others are sceptical of the claims.

"Scientists find 7.2-million—-year-old pre—human remains in the Balkans'.

Phys.org. 22 May 2017. Retrieved 23 May 2017.
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Europe was the birthplace of mankind,
not Africa, scientists find
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'l would be hesitant about using a single character from an isolated fossil to

set against the evidence from Africa."

Dr Peter Andrews Europe was the birthplace of mankind, not Africa,

scientists find
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Koufos, George D; De Bonis, Louis. "The Late Miocene hominoids
Ouranopithecus and Graecopithecus. Implications about their relationships

and taxonomy'. Annales de Paléontologie. 91 (3): 227-40.
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