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from you shall emerge for Me: the Messiah, son of David, and so
Scripture says (Ps. 118:22): “The stone the builders had rejected

became a cornerstone.”
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"My beloved is like a roe or a young hart,' Canticles 2:9. A roe appears

and is hid, appears and is hid again. So our first redeemer

appeared and was hid, and at length appeared again. So our latter

Redeemer shall be revealed to them, and shall be hid again

from them; and how long shall he be hid from them?" etc. A little after;

"In the end of forty—five days he shall be revealed again, and cause

manna to descend amongst them."
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A thing found by chance. 1.
The sting of a scorpion: and, o
The Messiah. 3.
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The Heavenly Messiah.

The oldest apocalypse in which the conception of a preexistent heavenly
Messiah is met with is the Messiological section of the Book of Enoch
(xxxvii.=Ixxi.) of the first century B.C. The Messiah is called 'the Son of

Man,"
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and is described as an angelic being, his countenance resembling a man's,

and as occupying a seat in heaven beside the Ancient of Days (xlvi. 1),
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or, as it is expressed in ch. xxxix. 7, "under the wings of the Lord of
spirits." In ch. xlviii. 3, 6, xlix. 2b it is stated that "His name was called
before the Lord of spirits before the sun and the signs of the zodiac were
created, and before the stars of heaven weremade"; that "He was chosen
and hidden with God before the world was created, and will remain in His

presence forevermore'
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Rabbi Simeon Ben Jochai (2.Century), Zohar,, part Il, page 212a and lll,
page 218a, Amsterdam Ed.):
"There is in the garden of Eden a palace called : 'The palace of the sons of

sickness, <, this palace the Messiah enters, and summons every sickness,



every pain, and every chastisement of Israel: they all come and rest upon
Him. And were it not that He had thus lightened them off Israel, and taken
them upon Himself, there had been no man able to bear Israels
chastisement for the transgression of the law; this is that which is written,

'Surely our sicknesses he has carried' Isa.53,4)
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.— As they tell Him (the Messiah) of the misery of Israel in their captivity,
and of those wicked ones among them who are not attentive to know their
Lord, He lifts up His voice and weeps for their wickedness; and so it is
written,'He was wounded for our transgressions' (Isa.53,5). Midrash (on
Ruth 2,14): "He is speaking of the King Messiah — 'Come hither’,
i.e.">Draw near to the throne<; 'eat of the bread', i.e.>, The bread of the
kingdom.' This refers to the chastisements<, as it is said, 'But he was

wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities’ (Isa.53,5).
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. At the end of time the Lord will reveal him to the world and will place him
on the throne of His glory in order that he may judge all creatures in
accordance with the end to which God had chosen him from the beginning.
When he rises for the judgment all the world will fall down before him, and
adore and extol him, and give praise to the Lord of spirits. The angels in
heaven also, and the elect in the Garden of Life, will join in his praise and

will glorify the Lord. "He will judge all hidden things, and no one will be able

to make vain excuses to him'; he will judge also Azazel,
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In Rabbinic Literature.



Whether the Messiah in Sibyllines v. 415-430, where he is called 'a
blessed man coming from heaven," is the preexistent or the earthly
Messiah can not be determined. In the Assumptio Mosis, however (c. 4
B.C.), it may be concluded, on the ground of the identification of the Son of
Man = Messiah with Enoch = Metatron in Enoch Ixxi. 14, that it is the
preexistent Messiah who is referred to (x. 2), for it is stated that, at the end
of the last tribulation, when God's dominion will be established over all
creation, "the hands of the angel who stands in the highest place will be

filled,
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Levi is mentioned as authority), the Greek text of Dan. vii. 13 presents not

only the Messianic interpretation of "Bar Nash,"
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the Messiah—"Before the sun his name sprouts forth as Yinnon, 'the
Awakener" (Ps. Ixxii. 17, rabbinical interpretation); also, "His issue is from

the beginning" (Micah v. 1; Pirke R. EL. iii.)
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Zechariah 12:10.

Babylonian Talmud, Sukkah 52a.

... It is well according to him who explains that the cause is the slaying of
Messiah the son of Joseph, since that well agrees with the Scriptural verse,
And they shall look upon me because they have thrust him through, and
they shall mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son, ...
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