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George A. Barton, Archaeology and the Bible, p. 11.

J. Ashton and D. Down, Unwrapping the Pharaohs (Green Forest, AR:

Master Books, 2006), p- 73.
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par‘ch
BDB Definition:
Pharaoh = “great house”

1) the common title of the king of Egypt
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The word pharaoh is a rendering of the Hebrew pard, which in turn renders the
Egyptian word pr-'('great house'). From the fifteenth century BCE, this title was
used as a synonym to describe the person of the king; in combination with the

king's name (e.g., 'pharaoh Amasis'), it is used from the tenth century.
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The names of the pharaohs are known from Egyptian texts and the Aegyptiaca of
Manetho, an Egyptian priest who lived in the first half of the third century BCE.

He divides the Egyptian history in thirty dynasties; sometimes he is wrong, but it

is common to follow his division.
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After ¢.2000 BCE, the pharaoh had five names: four throne names and the name

he had received when he was born.
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1. the Horus—name (i.e., manifestation of the heavenly falcon)

2. He of the two ladies (i.e., the twofold country Egypt, represented by the
cobra-goddess Wadjet and the vulture—goddess Nekhbet)

3. the golden Horus—name (expressing eternity)

4. He of the sedge and bee (e.g., Upper and Lower Egypt)

5. Son of (the sun god) Ra (i.e., personal name).
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For example, a pharaoh could be called

1. Horus Mighty Bull, Beloved of Truth
2. He of the two ladies, Risen with the fiery serpent, Great of strength

3. Horus of gold, Perfect of years, He who makes hearts live



4. He of the sedge and bee Aakheperkara

5. Son of Ra Thutmose living forever and eternity
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Modern scholars call this king Thutmose |. The same titles were used for foreign

rulers. For example, the Horus—name of Alexander the Great was 'protector of

Egypt' and his fifth name was 'beloved by Amun, chosen by Ra'.
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http://www.livius.org/aj-al/alexander/alexander00.html

Pharaoh is a title used in many modern discussions of the ancient Egyptian
rulers of all periods.!!! The title originates in the term “’pr-aa’’ which means
“’great house’’ and describes the royal palace. The title of Pharaoh started being
used for the king during the New Kingdom, specifically during the middle of the
eighteenth dynasty.!”! For simplification, however, there is a general acceptance

amongst modern writers to use the term to relate to all periods.
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The term pharaoh ultimately was derived from a compound word represented as
pr—"3, written with the two biliteral hieroglyphs pr'house" and 3 "column'. It was
used only in larger phrases such as smr pr—"3 'Courtier of the High House', with
specific reference to the buildings of the court or palace itself./*! From the twelfth
dynasty onward the word appears in a wish formula 'Great House, may it live,

prosper, and be in health’, but again only with reference to the royal palace and

not the person.
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The earliest instance where pr- "3 is used specifically to address the ruler is in a
letter to Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten), who reigned c. 1353 - 1336 BC, which is
addressed to 'Pharaoh, all life, prosperity, and health!.”' During the eighteenth
dynasty (sixteenth to fourteenth centuries BC) the title pharaoh was employed as
a reverential designation of the ruler. About the late twenty—first dynasty (tenth
century BC), however, instead of being used alone as before, it began to be
added to the other titles before the ruler's name, and from the twenty—fifth
dynasty (eighth to seventh centuries BC) it was, at least in ordinary usage, the

only epithet prefixed to the royal appellative.®
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For instance, the first dated instance of the title pharaoh being attached to a
ruler's name occurs in eighteenth centuries BC on a fragment from the Karnak

Priestly Annals.
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