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The Epistle of Ignatius to the Ephesians
Chapter V.——The praise of unity.

For if | in this brief space of time, have enjoyed such fellowship with your
bishop —-1 mean not of a mere human, but of a spiritual nature——how much

more do | reckon you happy who are so joined to him as the Church is to



Jesus Christ, and as Jesus Christ is to the Father, that so all things may
agree in unity! Let no man deceive himself: if any one be not within the

altar, he is deprived of the bread of God.

For if the prayer of one or two possesses [518] such power, how much
more that of the bishop and the whole Church! He, therefore, that does not
assemble with the Church, has even [519] by this manifested his pride, and
condemned himself. For it is written, "God resisteth the proud.' [520] Let us
be careful, then, not to set ourselves in opposition to the bishop, in order

that we may be subject to God.

) A e pg e b gl e B gl g s (gl o

The Epistle of Ignatius to the Magnesians
Chapter VIl.--Do nothing without the bishop and presbyters.

As therefore the Lord did nothing without the Father, being united to Him,
neither by Himself nor by the apostles, so neither do ye anything without
the bishop and presbyters. Neither endeavour that anything appear

reasonable and proper to yourselves apart; but being come together into



the same place, let there be one prayer, one supplication, one mind, one
hope, in love and in joy undefiled. There is one Jesus Christ, than whom
nothing is more excellent. Do ye therefore all run together as into one
temple of God, as to one altar, as to one Jesus Christ, who came forth from

one Father, and is with and has gone to one.
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The Epistle of Ignatius to the Trallians
Chapter VIl.-—-The same continued.

Be on your guard, therefore, against such persons. And this will be the
case with you if you are not puffed up, and continue in intimate union with
[766] Jesus Christ our God, and the bishop, and the enactments of the
apostles. He that is within the altar is pure, but [767] he that is without is
not pure; that is, he who does anything apart from the bishop, and

presbytery, and deacons, [768] such a man is not pure in his conscience.



Be on your guard, therefore, against such persons, that ye admit not of a
snare for your own souls. And act so that your life shall be without offence
to all men, lest ye become as "a snare upon a watch-tower, and as a net
which is spread out." [769] For "he that does not heal himself in his own
works, is the brother of him that destroys himself." [770] If, therefore, ye
also put away conceit, arrogance, disdain, and haughtiness, it will be your
privilege to be inseparably united to God, for "He is nigh unto those that
fear Him." [771] And says He, "Upon whom will | look, but upon him that is
humble and quiet, and that trembles at my words?"' [772] And do ye also
reverence your bishop as Christ Himself, according as the blessed apostles
have enjoined you. He that is within the altar is pure, wherefore also he is
obedient to the bishop and presbyters: but he that is without is one that
does anything apart from the bishop, the presbyters, and the deacons.

Such a person is defiled in his conscience, and is worse than an infidel.
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The Epistle of Ignatius to the Philadelphians
hapter IV.——Have but one Eucharist, etc.

Take ye heed, then, to have but one Eucharist. For there is one flesh of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and one cup to [show forth [904] ] the unity of His
blood; one altar; as there is one bishop, along with the presbytery and
deacons, my fellow-servants: that so, whatsoever ye do, ye may do it

according to [the will of] God.

| have confidence of you in the Lord, that ye will be of no other mind.
Wherefore | write boldly to your love, which is worthy of God, and exhort
you to have but one faith, and one [kind of] preaching, and one Eucharist.
For there is one flesh of the Lord Jesus Christ; and His blood which was
shed for us is one; one loaf also is broken to all the communicants, and

one cup is distributed among them all: there is but one altar for the whole



Church, and one bishop, with the presbytery and deacons, my fellow-

servants.
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The Epistle of Ignatius to the Tarsians
Chapter IX.——Exhortations to the discharge of relative duties.

Ye husbands, love your wives; and ye wives, your husbands. Ye children,
reverence your parents. Ye parents, "bring up your children in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord." [1212] Honour those [who continue] in
virginity, as the priestesses of Christ; and the widows [that persevere] in
gravity of behaviour, as the altar of God. Ye servants, wait upon your

masters with [respectful] fear.
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Against Heresies: Book IV

Chapter VIll.--Vain attempts of Marcion and his followers, who exclude

Abraham from the salvation bestowed by Christ

And all the apostles of the Lord are priests, who do inherit here neither

lands nor houses, but serve God and the altar continually.
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Chapter XVIIl.--Concerning sacrifices and oblations, and those who truly

offer them.

For by the gift both honour and affection are shown forth towards the King;
and the Lord, wishing us to offer it in all simplicity and innocence, did
express Himself thus: "Therefore, when thou offerest thy gift upon the altar,
and shalt remember that thy brother hath ought against thee, leave thy gift
before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then

return and offer thy gift".
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As, therefore, He does not stand in need of these [services], yet does
desire that we should render them for our own benefit, lest we be unfruitful;
so did the Word give to the people that very precept as to the making of
oblations, although He stood in no need of them, that they might learn to
serve God: thus is it, therefore, also His will that we, too, should offer a gift

at the altar, frequently and without intermission.
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Chapter XXVI.—-The treasure hid in the Scriptures is Christ; the true

exposition of the Scriptures is to be found in the Church alone.

And the heretics, indeed, who bring strange fire to the altar of God—-
namely, strange doctrines——shall be burned up by the fire from heaven, as

were Nadab and Abiud.
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The Pastor of Hermas

Commandment Tenth. Of Grief, and Not Grieving the Spirit of God Which is

in Us. Chap. Il.

First, he acts wickedly because he grieves the Holy Spirit, which was given
to man a cheerful Spirit. Secondly, Grieving the Holy Spirit, [216] he works
iniquity, neither entreating the Lord nor confessing [217] to Him. For the
entreaty of the sorrowful man has no power to ascend to the altar of God."
"Why," say |, "does not the entreaty of the grieved man ascend to the altar?"
"Because," says he, "grief sits in his heart. Grief, then, mingled with his

entreaty, does not permit the entreaty to ascend pure to the altar of God.
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The Instructor Book Il. Chapter VIIl.—-On the Use of Ointments and Crowns.



let us not imagine that this is a sacrifice and sweet fragrance of incense;
[1463] but let us understand it to mean, that the Lord lays the acceptable

offering of love, the spiritual fragrance, on the altar.
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The Stromata, or Miscellanies. Book VII.
Chapter VI.——Prayers and Praise from a Pure Mind,

It is not without reason that we honour God in prayer; and thus the best
and holiest sacrifice with righteousness we bring, presenting it as an
offering to the most righteous Word, by whom we receive knowledge,

giving glory by Him for what [3551] we have learned.

The altar, then, that is with us here, the terrestrial one, is the congregation
of those who devote themselves to prayers, having as it were one common

voice and one mind.
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The Canons of the 318 Holy Fathers Assembled in the City of Nice, in
Bithynia. Canon XI.
Excursus on the Public Discipline or Exomologesis of the Early Church.

The Holy Communion. This class of penitents are frequently mentioned in
the canons, as "communicating in prayers," or "without the oblation;" and it
was the last grade to be passed through previous to the being admitted
again to full communion. The practice of "hearing mass" or 'non-
communicating attendance" clearly had its origin in this stage of discipline.
At the upper end of the body of the church, and divided from it by rails
which were called Cancelli, was that part which we now call the Chancel.
This was anciently called by several names, as Bema or tribunal, from its
being raised above the body of the church, and Sacrarium or Sanctuary. It

was also called Apsis and Concha Bematis, from its semicircular end.



In this part stood the Altar, or Holy Table (which names were indifferently
used in the primitive Church), behind which, and against the wall of the
chancel, was the Bishop's throne, with the seats of the Presbyters on each

side of it, called synthronus.
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The earliest Christian altars were of wood and shaped

General Instruction of the Roman Missal Archived July 20, 2008, at the

Wayback Machine., 303
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The Biblical Roots of Church Orientation by Helen Dietz
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The earliest stone altars were the tombs of martyrs, over which Mass was
sometimes offered, either on a stone slab enclosing the tomb or on a
structure placed above it. When the first custom-built Christian basilicas
were built, the altar of the church was placed directly above the tomb of a

martyr, as in the case of St. Peter's Basilica and the Basilica of Saint Paul

Outside the Walls.

Maurice Hassett, "History of the Christian Altar' in Catholic Encyclopedia

1907
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The earliest stone altars were the tombs of the martyrs interred in the
Roman Catacombs. The practice of celebrating Mass on the tombs of
martyrs can be traced with a large degree of probability to the first quarter

of the second century.

History of the Christian Altar Catholic Encyclopedia
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The earliest Scripture reference to the altar is in St. Paul (1 Corinthians
10:21); the Apostle contrasts the "table of the Lord" (trapeza Kyriou) on

which the Eucharist is offered

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01362a.htm
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The Fractio Panis fresco of the Capella Greca, which belongs to this period
is located in the apse directly above a small cavity which Wilpert supposes
(Fractio Panis, 18) to have contained the relics of a martyr, and it is highly

probable that the stone covering this tomb served as an altar even in the

first age.

History of the Christian Altar Catholic Encyclopedia
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Denys Pringle, The Churches of the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem: A
Corpus, Vol. 3, The City of Jerusalem (New York: Cambridge University

Press, 2007), 272.
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Remains of an early Christian church in Monemvasia, Greece. The marble
altar screen of which is preserved in the archaeological collection in the

Djami, the old mosque.

) Vg S\

Ladla it daall



