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pneumatophore
(gass-filled float)

™ gonozooids
(for reproduction)
& gastrozooids

(for digestion)

~ dactilozooids
(polyps for locating
& catching prey)
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ABOUT THE PORTUGUESE MAN-OF-WAR

Anyone unfamiliar with the biology of the venomous Portuguese man-of-war would
likely mistake it for a jellyfish. Not only is it not a jellyfish, it's not even an "it," but a
"they." The Portuguese man-of-war is a siphonophore, an animal made up of a colony

of organisms working together.
Colony Structure, Tentacles, and Venom

The man-of-war comprises four separate polyps. It gets its name from the uppermost

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/invertebrates/p/portuguese—

man—of—war/
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Not only is it not a jellyfish, it's not even an 'it," but a "they." The

Portuguese man-of-war is a siphonophore, an animal made up of a colony

of organisms working together.
Colony Structure, Tentacles, and Venom

The man-of-war comprises four separate polyps.


https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/invertebrates/p/portuguese-man-of-war/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/invertebrates/p/portuguese-man-of-war/
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What is a Portuguese Man o’ War?

The Man o’ War is a species of siphonophore, a group of animals that are closely related to jellyfish.

G

The Portuguese man o’ war is recognized by its balloon-like float, which may be blue, violet, or pink and

rises up to six inches above the water line. Image credit: Elizabeth Condon, National Science Foundation

The Portuguese man o’ war, (Physalia physalis ) is often called a jellyfish, but is actually a species of siphonophore,
a group of animals that are closely related to jellyfish. A siphonophore is unusual in that it is comprised of a colony
of specialized, genetically identical individuals called zooids — clones — with various forms and functions, all
working together as one. Each of the four specialized parts of a man o’ war is responsible for a specific task, such
as floating, capturing prey, feeding, and reproduction. Found mostly in tropical and subtropical seas, men o' war

are propelled by winds and ocean currents alone, and sometimes float in legions of 1,000 or more!
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More Information

Jellyfish "Blooms" Wax a
Natural Cycles (National
Foundation)
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https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/portuguese—-man-o-war.html
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. A siphonophore is unusual in that it is comprised of a colony of
specialized, genetically identical individuals called zooids — clones — with
various forms and functions, all working together as one. Each of the four
specialized parts of a man o’ war is responsible for a specific task, such as

floating, capturing prey, feeding, and reproduction.
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Being a colonial siphonophore, the Portuguese man o' war is composed of
three types of medusoids (gonophores, siphosomal nectophores, and

vestigial siphosomal nectophores) and four types of polypoids (free

gastrozooids, gastrozooids with tentacles, gonozooids, and gonopalpons),

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_man_o0%27_ war#Structure
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_man_o%27_war#Structure

A i
. :""».-"“"’":
oY P

0l :f

e

-2 &
T’* &

RE 0] ¥




IMMNI)  EARTHMATTERS - HEALTH - LIFESTYLE - TECH - MONEY - FOOD &

The Portuguese man-of-war is weird-looking sea creature with a venomous sting. (Photo: Andreas Schwind/Wikimedia Commons)

With its mohawk-like feature, the Portuguese man-of-war is a decidedly punk-rock
sea creature. But that's just one of the many odd and interesting facts about this

organism — or should we say organisms?

1. The Portuguese man-of-war is four organisms working as one. The man-of-war
may appear to be a single organism, but it's four different organisms, or zooids, that
can't function without each other. Each one provides a necessary function for the

others to survive.

The top zooid, which resembles a blob with the aforementioned mohawk, is the

pneumatophore. It's basically a gas-filled bag that allows the man-of-war to float. The
next two zooids, gastrozooids and dactylozooids, are the man-of-war's tentacles. The
former, as their name implies, are the organism's feeding tentacles. The latter are for

defense and capturing prey. The final zooid, gonozooids, deal with reproduction.

2. It was named for its resemblance to ships. That mohawk is also how the man-
of-war got its name. It closely resembles ships that the Portuguese navy used in the
15th and 16th centuries when they were at full sail. The name also may refer to the

topped helmets Portuguese soldiers wore during the same period.
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The Portuguese man-of-war is four organisms working as one. The man-
of—-war may appear to be a single organism, but it's four different
organisms, or zooids, that can't function without each other. Each one

provides a necessary function for the others to survive.
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The Portuguese man-of—war isn't a jellyfish. A jellyfish is a single
organism, not multiple ones combined into one. The man-of-war is, as a

result, a completely different species called Physalia physalis.

https: //www.mnn.com/earth—matters/animals/stories /portuguese—man—-war-—

facts
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Worldwide in
tropical to
temperate latitudes

Coastal to open
ocean (pelagic)

Foraging predator

Unknown

Class Hydrozoa
(hydrozoans), Family
Physaliidae (men o'
war)

The Portuguese man o' war is a highly venomous open ocean predator that superficially resembles a
jellyfish but is actually a siphonophore. Each man o' war is actually a colony of several small individual
organisms that each have a specialized job and are so closely intertwined that they cannot survive alone. In
this manner, the larger colony consists of a float that keeps the colony at the sea surface, a series of long
tentacles that are covered with stinging cells, a rudimentary digestive system, and a simple reproductive
system.
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https://oceana.org/marine-life/corals—and-other-invertebrates/portuguese-

man—-o—war
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Identification

The Bluebottle or Pacific Man-of-War is not a single animal
but a colony ofm kinds of highly modified individuals
(zooids). The zooids are dependent on one another for
survival.

The float (pneumatophore) is a single individual and
supports the rest of the colony. The tentacles
(dactylozooids) are polyps concerned with the detection
and capture of food and convey their prey to the digestive
polyps (gastrozooids). Reproduction is carried out by the
gonozooids, another type of polyp.

https://australianmuseum.net.au/learn/animals/jellyfish /bluebottle/
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