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W) Australopithecus anamensis

Where Lived: Eastern Africa (Lake Turkana, Kenya and
Middle Awash, Ethiopia)

When Lived: About 4.2 to 3.5 million years ago
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An Austalopithecus anamnsis family.

http://www.macroevolution X net/australopithecus—anamensis.htmI
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Ward, C; Leaky, M; Walker, A (1999). 'The new hominid
species Australopithecus anamensis'. Evolutionary Anthropology. 7 (6):

197-205.
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Anterior view
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Patterson, B.; Howells, W. W. (1967). "Hominid Humeral Fragment from

Early Pleistocene of Northwestern Kenya'. Science. 156 (3771): 64—66.
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Patterson, B; Behrensmeyer, AK; Sill, WD (1970). "Geology and Fauna of a
New Pliocene Locality in North-western Kenya'. Nature. 226 (5249): 918-

921.
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KNM-KP 29287
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In 1994, the London-born Kenyan paleoanthropologist Meave Leakey and
archaeologist Alan Walker excavated the Allia Bay site and uncovered
several additional fragments of the hominid, including one complete lower
jaw bone which closely resembles that of a common chimpanzee (Pan

troglodytes)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australopithecus_anamensis
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McHenry, Henry M (2009). "Human Evolution". In Michael Ruse & Joseph

Travis (eds). Evolution: The First Four Billion Years. pp. 256-280
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Leakey, Meave G.; Feibel, Craig S.; MacDougall, lan; Walker, Alan (17
August 1995). 'New four-million-year-old hominid species from Kanapoi

and Allia Bay, Kenya'. Nature. 376 (6541): 565-571.
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T. D. White, G. WoldeGabriel, B. Asfaw, S. Ambrose, Y. Beyene, R. L.
Bernor, J.—R. Boisserie, B. Currie, H. Gilbert, Y. Haile-Selassie, W. K. Hart,
L. J. Hlusko, F. C. Howell, R. T. Kono, T. Lehmann, A. Louchart, C. O.
Lovejoy, P. R. Renne, H. Saegusa, E. S. Vrba, H. Wesselman & G. Suwa
(2006-04-13). "Asa Issie, Aramis and the origin of Australopithecus'.

Nature 440 (7086): 883-889.
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Most of the fossil scraps undoubtedly came from an ape, such as the
chimp-like jaws, but controversy has surrounded the allegedly more

human-like nature of the tibia and humerus

Leakey, M. and Walker, A., Early hominid fossils from Africa, Scientific

American 276(6):63-64, 1997.
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Leakey, M G, C S Feibel, | McDougall, and A Walker (1995) Nature,

376:565-571.
e Yo Jagd  gludia Al @\MM@J@SQM%&M\L\,
bl ddhia (1o (Siliad alic aa lagriary pdul) 4udld Uldlu dihie (e (Glu dalie g puaay CiuSh

[P FIS

3



g adl) il Jia U ga (o) i) JSiig gjiluadl) pan B OIS g

JGY\&LAJ&.A&E}A‘U@LA\h}ﬁﬂ\*ﬁjﬂ\g&\d’hhﬂ‘&%ysﬂﬁ\m‘j&i

The dental apparatus of A. anamensis is markedly ape-like....

This hominid exhibits many primitive features, in particular, relatively large
canines, parallel (rather than parabolic) toothrows, and asymmetrical
premolars and molars. Mandibular remains display a robust bony shelf
posterior to the incisors, and an infero—posteriorly sloping mandibular
symphysis. These, too, are probably primitive traits, as they are typical in

Miocene and modern apes

http://archaeologyinfo.com/australopithecus—anamensis
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Though specific comparisons between A. anamensis and Ardipithicus
ramidus would be difficult, due to the small skeletal collections that have

been obtained



http://archaeologyinfo.com/australopithecus—anamensis
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More research is needed

Schoeninger, Margaret; Reeser, Holly; Hallin, Kris (September 2003).
"Paleoenvironment of Australopithecus anamensis at Allia Bay, East
Turkana, Kenya: evidence from mammalian herbivore enamel stable

isotopes’. Journal of Anthropological Archaeology. 22 (3): 200-207.

(A daana piua dpalic adady daaly dlaly AL allie o duise Bi€ clinedd 4 43 JU e JS 1)
U jaS Guia 198580 dalide Lial (gl Allide Cilidag Adlida o Js Adlida (3halie Jadh

dale Adiny Yy Slal Jald Gl A5 Adpal A€ Vaag A31S A1) gy Dasag
Sl iglaf 13a Jag

Aikie (o Guasil) (uSlingliiad dsdd A ARGISA) alind) o) Ciadag \gaui S (o Liail g

hala

Ward, C., Leakey, M. and Walker, A., The new hominid species

Australopithecus anamensis, Evolutionary Anthropology 9:201, 1999 .



AN (Srladd) 1aa allied) oda A dudn Cuseildl (uSiiuglliad) Sal o) Lde Lalg
) ¢ ¢ e« :

AR (Gladl) (e g9l (83 8 Al dudajRiall Quesil ) dluad (o 38 g Jalaii L) a8

o Yy gkl ddaja uly
(crust) i) ddaga (o Gpupfisl) oping 13gdg

Classified as members of Australopithecus afarensis by Kate Coffing, Craig

Feibel
Ladly

3

.Wolpoff, M.H., Paleoanthropology, Second Edition, McGraw—Hill, Boston,

pp. 243, 1999.
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right femoral shaft (ASI-VP-5/154), which they characterize as being

morphologically similar to the left proximal femur of AL 288-1 (Lucy).

White, T.D. et al., Asa Issie, Aramis and the origin of Australopithecus,

Nature 440:885, 2006
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The fossils in the picture comprise six teeth (a), a fragmented maxilla with
dentition (b) and part of a right femur (d). Those marked with * are of
Australopithecus afarensis, and those marked # are of A. anamensis for
comparison. The maxilla (b) was found 10 km from the other fossils. From

Nature.



White, T.D. et al., Asa Issie, Aramis and the origin of Australopithecus,

Nature 440:883-889, 2006.
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it is not clear how closely related the upper and lower levels may be

temporally

Leakey, M G, C S Feibel, | McDougall, and A Walker (1995) Nature,
376:565-571.
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There were some mandible fragments (KNM-KP 29287) found in upper-

level strata, but these were from a different (higher) level than the tibia (

KNM-KP 29285) and humerus (KNM-KP 271.)

Leakey, M.G., Feibel, C.S., McDougall, I., Ward, C. and Walker, A., New
specimens and confirmation of an early age for Australopithecus

anamensis, Nature 393:62, 1998;
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the 2000 analysis of a fossil radius (KNM-ER 20419) from the other

anamensis location, Allia Bay, indicated ‘specialized wrist morphology

Richmond, B.G. and Strait, D.S., Evidence that humans evolved from a

knuckle—walking ancestor, Nature 404:382, 2000.
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Brian G. Richmond and David S. Strait, both anthropologists at George
Washington University in Washington, D.C., examined previously found
wrist bones from several Australopithecus species. A. anamensis and A.
afarensis—the latter represented by the famous skeleton known as Lucy—
had wrists capable of locking the hands in place during knuckle—walking,

the scientists say. A. anamensis lived just prior to 4 million years ago; A.

afarensis existed from 4 million to 3 million years ago.
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paleontologist Peter Andrews

the tibia and humerus, coming from different sections (upper level) of the
Kanapoi locality strata than the ‘primitive’ jaws and teeth (lower level),

might possibly ‘be related to humans and the other to apes

Andrews, P., Ecological apes and ancestors, Nature 376:556, 1995.
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this tibia, and the aforementioned humerus of A. anamensis may be more
similar to those from members of the genus Homo than they are

to Australopithecus afarensis
Andrews, Peter (1995) Nature, 376:555-556.
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The fossil humerus KP 271 is an apparently human fossil from four million

years ago, which, according to the standard evolutionary model, is well

before the appearance of modern humans.

Lubenow, Marvin L. 1992. Bones of Contention: A creationist assessment

of the human fossils. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, pp. 54-58.
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1981, p.79-80
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like the fossa in anatomically modern Homo sapiens. But rather than being
classified as a member of genus Homo, the fact that this specimen was
found in a sedimentary layer associated with other known Awu.

anamensis remains suggests that this distal humerus also belongs to

an Australopithesus anamensis.
http://projects.leadr.msu.edu/hominidfossils/items/show/43
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KP 271 (Elbow of a Homo sapien)

In 1965 Bryan Patterson of Harvard University found the lower end of a left
upper arm bone in Kanapoi, southwest of Lake Rudolf in northern Kenya,

Africa. It was well preserved and was dated at 4.5 million years.

Patterson and Howells compared the bone to modern humans, chimpanzees

and Australopithecines. Their analysis revealed that it was "strikingly close"



to modern humans but their conclusion was that is was an
Australopithecine. Later, others such as Henry Mc Henry (University of
California, Davis) stated 'The results show that the Kanapoi specimen,
which is 4 to 4.5 million years old, is indistinguishable from modern Homo

sapiens ...".

(Science 190 (31 October 1975):428)(Lubenow 1992, 53)
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if true, would bring up a very interesting possibility. It may very well be
possible that we are more closely related to this 4 million year-old hominid
than we are to the widely successful later hominid — Australopithecus

afarensis.
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