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Psalm 21:2.

Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 21, 1.

For the leader. A Psalm of David. The king shall joy in Thy strength, O Lord (Ps.
21:1-2). These words are to be read in the light of what Scripture says
elsewhere: /n that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an
ensign of the peoples; unto him shall the nations seek (Isa. 11:10)—that is, seek
the king Messiah, David’s son, who will remain hidden until the time of

redemption.


http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=22&chapter=21&vmin=4&vmax=4
http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=22&chapter=21&vmin=5&vmax=5
http://st-takla.org/Bibles/BibleSearch/showVerses.php?book=22&chapter=21&vmin=6&vmax=6

R. Tanhuma said: The king Messiah will come for no other purpose than to
teach the nations of the earth thirty precepts, such as those of the Booth, the
Palm-Branch, and the Tefillin. But all the children of Israel will be taught precepts
of Torah by the Holy One Himself, blessed be He, for it is said A/l thy children
shall be taught by the Lord (Isa. 59:13). Why not by the Messiah? Because of
the Messiah it is said Unto him shall the nations seek.

R. Hanina said in the name of R. Aha: What can His rest shall be glory (ibid.)
mean except that God will bestow a portion of His supernal glory upon the king
Messiah. Hence it is said 7he king shall joy in thy strength, O Lord.

The Isa 11:10 text is quoted in Matthew 12:21 of the New Testament as a
reference that speaks of a time for Gentile opportunity with the Messiah of Israel.
Paul likewise in Romans 15:12 quotes the text as evidence that the Gentiles
would glorify God for his mercy toward them (Rom. 15:9). The Isa 54:13
passage is quoted by Jesus of Nazareth in John 6:45 as a reference to himself
as that teacher.

Psalm 21:2-8.

Targum to the Hagiographa.



... O Lord, the King Messiah shall be happy in Thy strength, and in Thy
deliverance how greatly he shall rejoice For Thou shalt meet him with goodly
blessing; Thou shalt place upon his head a crown of pure gold. Eternal life he
asked of Thee; Thou hast given it to him length of days forever and ever. Great
is his glory, through Thy deliverance; praise and splendor shalt Thou bestow upon
him. For Thou shalt bestow upon him blessings forever; Thou shalt make him
rejoice with a joy which comes from Thee. For the King Messiah trusts in the
Lord, and through the loving kindness of the Most High he shall not be moved.
The Targumist draws the Messianic overtones from the word King in verses 2
and 8.

Psalm 21:2.

Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 21, 3.

... And the ‘areset of his ljps Thou hast not withholden Selah (Psa. 21:3b). What
is meant by the “areset of his ljps? “The authority (rasui) of his lips™: For when it
is reported to the king Messiah, “A certain land is in rebellion against thee,” he
will say; “Let locusts come and smite that land,” as is said He shall smite the land
with the rod of his mouth (Isa. 11:4); or, when it is reported to him “A certain

province is in rebellion against thee,” he will say: “Let the angel of death come



and slay the wicked of that province,” as is said With the breath of his ljps shall
he slay the wicked (/bid.).

Another comment: 7he request of his lips Thou hast not withholden means
that whatever the king Messiah decrees, the words of his decree stand.

Psalm 21:3.

Midrash Rabbah, Exodus VIII, I.

... One must not wear the crown of a mortal king, but God will one day place His
crown on Messiah, the King. Of what is the crown of God? Of very fine gold; as it
says; His head is as the most fine gold, his locks are curled, and black as a
raven (SS. v, 11), and it is written: Thou settest a crown of fine gold on his head
(Ps. XXI, 4).

A footnote in the Midrash after the Psa. 21:4 quote reads: ‘Which is understood
to refer to the Messiah.’

Psalm 21:3.

Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 21, 2 + 3.
... A mortal king—one may not wear his crown, yet the Holy One, blessed be He,
sets His own crown on the head of the king Messiah, as it is said 7hou settest a

crown of pure gold on his head (Ps. 21:4). A mortal king—one may not wear his



purple, yet the Holy One, blessed be He, puts His honor and majesty upon the
king Messiah, as is said Honor and majesty dost Thou put upon him (Ps. 21:6).

Psalm 21:4.

Babylonian Talmud, Sukkah 52a.

... Our Rabbis taught, The Holy One, blessed be He, will say to the Messiah, the
Son of David (May he reveal himself speedily in our days!), ‘Ask of me anything,
and | will give it to thee’, as it is said, / will tell of the decree etc. this day have /
begotten thee, ask of me and | will give the nations for thy inheritance. But when
he will see that the Messiah the son of Joseph is slain, he will say to Him, ‘Lord
of the Universe, | ask of Thee only the gift of life’. ‘As to life’, He would answer
him, ‘Your father David has already prophesied this concerning you’, as it is said,
He asked life of thee, thou gavest it him [even length of days for ever and even.

Psalm 21:4.

Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 2, 10.

... The Messiah’s asking is again referred to in the verse He asked life of Thee,
Thou gavest it him, even length of days for ever and ever (Ps. 21:5). What did
the Messiah ask? He asked that Israel should live and endure for ever and ever.

Psalm 21:4.



Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 21, 4.

... He asked life of Thee, Thou gavest it him,; even length of days for ever and
ever(Ps. 21:5). R. Johanan taught: Scripture mentions three men—Solomon,
Ahaz, and the king Messiah—to each of whom the Holy One, blessed be He,
said, “Ask of Me.” For the rest of R. Johanan’s comment, see this Midrash on the
Psalm Why do the heathen rage?

R. Berechiah said: The verse means that the king Messiah asked that even
Korah and his companions, men who went alive down into their graves, be raised
up again, for it is said 7he Lord ... bringeth down to the grave, and raiseth up (|
Sam 2:6).

Psalm 21:5.

Midrash Rabbah, Numbers XIV, 3.
... yet He gave them to the Messiah; as is proved by the text, Glory and majesty
dost Thou lay upon him (ib. XXI, 6).

Psalm 21:5.

Midrash Rabbah, Numbers XV, 13.
... As for the king, the Messiah, He will clothe him in His own robes; for it says,

Honour and majesty wilt Thou lay upon him (Ps. XXI, 6).



Psalm 21:5.

Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 21, 4.
... His honor is great through Thy salvation (Ps. 21:6). That is to say, even the
honor of the king Messiah is great only through God’s works.

Psalm 21:5.

Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 21, 2.

... A mortal king—one may not wear his crown, yet the Holy One, blessed be He,
sets His own crown on the head of the king Messiah, as it is said 7hou settest a
crown of pure gold on his head (Ps. 21:4). A mortal king—one may not wear his
purple, yet the Holy One, blessed be He, puts His honor and majesty upon the
king Messiah, as is said Honor and majesty dost Thou put upon him (Ps. 21:6).

Psalm 21:5.

Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 21, 4.

.... Glory and great worship shalt Thou lay upon him (Ps. 21:6) means that Thou,
O God, layest a master’s glory and a disciple’s great worship upon the king
Messiah.

Psalm 21:5.

Midrash on Psalms, Book Four, Psalm 104, 4-5.



In further exposition of Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, Thou art very
greaz‘(Ps. 104:1) ... The Holy One, blessed be He, said: In the time—to—come, |
shall give glory and majesty to the king Messiah, as is said For Thou meetest him
with choicest blessings ... Glory and majesty dost Thou lay upon him (Ps. 21:4,
6).

Psalm 21:5.

Midrash on Psalms, Book Four, Psalm 104, 5.

... The Holy One, blessed be He, said: In the time—-to—come, | shall give glory
and majesty to the king Messiah, as is said For Thou meetest him with choicest
blessings ... Glory and majesty dost Thou lay upon him (Ps. 21:4, 6).

Psalm 21:6.

Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 21, 5.
For Thou shalt make him most blessed for ever (Ps. 21:7) means that all the
nations shall bless themselves in the king Messiah.

Thou shalt make him exceeding glad with thy countenance (Ps. 21:7). R.
Berechiah said in the name of R. Samuel: One verse reads of the king Messiah
that One, like the son of man ... came to the Ancient of days, and they brought

him near before Him (Dan. 7:13), but in another verse God says, / will cause him



fo draw near, and he shall approach unto Me (Jer. 30:21). How reconcile the
two? Angels will bring the king Messiah to the outer edge of their encampment,
and then the Holy One, blessed be He, will reach out His hand and bring the king
Messiah near to Him. Hence it is said / will cause him to draw near.

Psalm 21:8.

Midrash on Psalms, Book One, Psalm 21, 5.
... All thine enemies shall feel thy hand (PS. 21:9) means, according to R. Levi,

that God said to the king Messiah: Thy hand shall seek them out for punishment.
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