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The Khabouris (also spelled Khaburis) Codex is a copy of the oldest known
Eastern Canon of the New Testament in its native, and the original language
of the Scriptures, Aramaic. The physical manuscript has been carbon-dated
at approximately 1000 AD plus or minus 50 years. The colophon bears the
seal and signature of the Bishop at the Church at Nineveh, then capital of
the Assyrian Empire located today in the present-day Iraqi city of Mosul.
According to colophon it is a copy of a text from approximately 164 AD

(internally documented as 100 years after the great persecution of the



Christians by Nero, in 65AD). It was scribed on lamb parchment and hand
bound between olive wood covers adorned with gold clasps, hinges and

corner—brackets.
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The original second century manuscript, as well as the Khabouris, were

scribed in the ancient Estrangelo script. The script which was developed at

the School of Edessa (100AD) in order to record the Teachings of Y’Shua
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“dated one hundred years after the great persecution of the Christians by

Nero”.
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Resources:
l) Abbott Gerrit Crawford, PhD, MSJ, Western—Rite Syrian Orthodox Church
in America
2) fr. michael ryce, N.D., D.C.P.

3) Enlightenment, Khabouris Manuscript, The Yonan Codex Foundation,

Inc. Atlanta, GA 1993
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New Testament Manuscripts

Interestingly, carbon dating and other chemical methods are rarely used in
determining the age of manuscripts. Instead, a paleographer analyzes the
handwriting of the text, which yields a much more precise date than carbon
dating would. A paleographer "cannot establish the exact date but he can

confidently place one handwriting in the 30's and another in the 80's."

Britannica Online: Types of manuscript errors

Dating of manuscript material by a radiocarbon dating test requires that a
small part of the material be destroyed in the process; it is less accurate

than dating from paleography
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