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Isaiah 48:11.

Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 98 a.
... R. Johanan also said: The son of David will come only in a generation that is
either altogether righteous or altogether wicked ... Or altogether wicked, ... and it

is [elsewhere] written, For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will | do It.
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Isaiah 49:7.

Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anith 146-15a.

... R. Eleazar further said: Not all [will in the Messianic era] rise [before Israel],
nor will all prostate themselves; king will rise and princes prostrate themselves;
‘Kings will rise’, for it is written, Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, his
Holy One [15a] to him who is despised of men, fo him who is abhorred of
nations, to a servant of rulers, kings shall see and arise,; and princes will prostrate

themselves,’ for it is written, Princes and they shall prostrate themselves.
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(KJV) And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to
raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: | will
also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation
unto the end of the earth.
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(Brenton) And he said to me, It is a great thing for thee to be called my
servant, to establish the tribes of Jacob, and to recover the dispersion of

Israel: behold, | have given thee for the covenant of a race, for a light of the

Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation to the end of the earth.
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(KJV) For so hath the Lord commanded us, | have set thee to be a
light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of

the earth.
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Isaiah 49:13.

Midrash on Proverbs, Chapter 19, 21

... The Messiah has been given seven names, and these are: Yinnon, Our
Righteousness, Shoot, Comforter, David, Shiloh, Elijah ... Where [in Scripture] is
Comforter? In the verse, For the Lord has comforted His people, and has taken

back His afflicted ones (Isa. 49: 13).
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(KJ |/) Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have | heard thee, and in
a day of salvation have | helped thee: and | will preserve thee, and give thee
for a covenant of the people, fo establish the earth, fo cause to inherit the
desolate heritages;
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(Brenton) Thus saith the Lord, In an acceptable time have | heard thee, and
in a day of salvation have | succored thee: and | have formed thee, and
given thee for a covenant of the nations, to establish the earth, and to

cause to inherit the desert heritages:
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(KJV) (For he saith, | have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of
salvation have | succoured thee: behold, now /s the accepted time; behold,

now /s the day of salvation.)
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Isaiah 49:18.

Pasigta do—Rab Kahana, Supplement 5.

... R. Hiyya bar Abba said in the name of R. Johanan: It is written Hope deferred
maketh the heart sick; but desire fulfilled is a tree of life (Prov. 13: 12). When a
man waits for a particular thing to happen, and what he awaits is not brought
about for him, his heart is sick. But when what he awaits is brought about for
him, it seems to him as though new life had been given him. And so the
congregation of Israel says: Master of universes, every hope in the world has a
set time for its fulfillment, but the hope of the Messiah has no such set time. The
Holy One answers: Come, and | will reassure thee, as is said 7he Lord will
comfort Zion, He will comfort all her waste places (Isa. 51:3). And what will He
say to her? Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee (Isa. 60:1). The congregation of Israel replies: Rise Thou up at the
head of us, and we shall follow thee. Thereupon the Holy One will rise, as is said
Now will | arise, saith the Lord; now will | be exaltea; now will I lift Myself up (

Isa. 30:10). And again Now will / arise, saith the Lord; | will set him in safety at
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whom they puff (Ps. 12:6). And wherewith will the Holy One comfort Israel? By
Zion’s ingathering of her sons in joy, as is said L/ff up thine eyes round about,
and behold: all these gather themselves fogether, and come fo thee, etc. (Isa.
49:18).

Isaiah 49:20.

Midrash Rabbah, The Song of Songs VII, 5, § 3.

... Another explanation of Hadrach: this is the Messiah who will guide (hadrich)
all humanity in the way of repentance before the Holy One, blessed be He. ‘And
in Damascus shall be His resting—place.’ |s Damascus His resting—place? Is his
resting—place any other than the Temple, as it says, 7his is My resting—place for
ever (Ps. CXXXIl, 14)? He replied: Jerusalem will one day expand on all sides
until it reaches the gates of Damascus, and the exiles will come and rest under it,
to fulfill what is written, ‘And Damascus shall be His resting—place’; as if to say,
As far as Damascus is His resting—place. What does R. Johanan make of the
verse, And the city shall be builded upon her own mound (Jer. XXX, 18)? [He
replies]: It will be like a fig—tree which is narrow below and broad above. So
Jerusalem will expand on all sides and the exiles will come and rest beneath it, to

fulfill what is said, For thou shalf spread abroad on the right hand and on the left



(Isa. LIV, 3). This proves expansion in length. What is the proof for breadth?
Because it says, From the tower of Hananel unto the King’s winepresses (Zech.
X1V, 10). R. Zakkai Rabbah said: Up to the pits of Ripa; up to the wine presses
which the supreme King of kings, the Holy One, blessed be He, pressed. So
much for the length and breadth of it. What about the height? Because it says,
And the side—chambers were broader as they wound about higher and higher
(Ezek. XLI, 7). It was taught: Jerusalem is destined to expand and ascend until it
reaches the Throne of Glory, until it will say, ¢ 7he place is too strait for me, [give
place to me that | may awel’]. (Isa. XLIX, 20). R. Jose b. R. Jeremiah said: We
have still not learnt the whole of the glory of Jerusalem. Whence do you learn its
full glory? From [what is said of] its walls, as it says, For /, saith the Lord, will be
unto her a wall of fire round about (Zech. 11, 9).

Isaiah 49:20.

Pasigtd do—Rab Kahana, Piska 20, 7.

A story. R. Eleazar ben Azariah and R. Eleazar the Modite sat engaged with the

meaning of the verse Af that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord
(Jer. 3:17). R. Eleazar ben Azariah asked R. Eleazar the Modite: Can Jerusalem

hold as many people [as will crowd into it when it becomes His throne]? R.



Eleazar replied: The Holy One, will say to Jerusalem: Extend thyself, enlarge
thyself, receive thy hosts—Enlarge the place of thy tent, etc. (Isa. 54:2). R.
Johanan said: Jerusalem is destined to grow to the gates of Damascus. And the
proof? The verse The burden of the word of the Lord. In the land of Hadrak and
in Damascus shall be His resting place (Zech. 9:1). As to the meaning of
Hadrak, R. Judah and R. Nehemiah differ. According to R. Judah, the term
Hadrak refers to the king Messiah, who will be rough (/Aad) with the nations and
gentle (rak) with Israel. According to R. Nehemiah, Hadrak is actually the name
of a place. For R. Jose, son of a woman from Damascus, said: | am from
Damascus and | swear that a certain place there is called Hadrak. R. Judah then
asked R. Nehemiah: If you take Hadrak to be merely the name of a place, how
do you construe the verse’s conclusion, namely, and in Damascus shall be His
resting place (/ibid)? R. Nehemiah replied: As a fig tree is narrow at the base but
spreads out at the top, so is Jerusalem destined to keep spreading out, and the
banished will come and find rest therein to fulfill the pledge in the words and in
Damascus shall be His resting place (ibid). Here resting place refers to
Jerusalem, as in the verse in which God said of Zion: This is My resting place for

ever; here will | dwell: for | have desired it (Ps. 132:14). Then R. Judah asked: If



Jerusalem is to extend to Damascus, how do you construe 7he city shall be
builded on her own mound (Jer. 30:18)? R. Nehemiah replied: Jerusalem will not
be moved from its original place: from each of its sides it will keep spreading out,
however, and the banished will come and find rest therein, thus fulfilling the
words For thou shalt spread abroad on the right and on the left (Isa 5 4:3),
phrases which refer to Jerusalem’s length, [south and north]. Whence the proof
that Jerusalem will also be enlarged in breadth, [east and west]? The verse From
the tower of Hananel unto the king’s “ho//ows”(Zech. 14: 10), the latter,
according to R. Berechiah, referring to the Ocean; but, according to the elder R.
Zakkai, the phrase refers to the harbor of Jaffa. And the two do not really
disagree as to the extent of Jerusalem’s spreading to the west: for he who says,
“unto the Ocean” construes the verse as referring to the “hollows” which the King
who is King of kings, blessed be He, hollowed out; while he who says “unto the
harbor of Jaffa,” construes the verse as referring to the one king Solomon
hollowed out. We thus have proof [of Jerusalem’s being enlarged] in length and
breadth. And whence the proof concerning its height? The verse And there was

an enlarging, and a winding about still upward on the sides thereof (Ezek. 41:7).



R. Eliezer ben Jacob said: Jerusalem is destined to keep rising until it reaches
the throne of glory where it will say to the Holy One, The place [on earth] is too

strait for me; give [place]l where | may sit (1sa. 49:20).
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(KJV) Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather
themselves together, come to thee. As | live, saith the LORD, thou

shalt surely clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them

as a bride



(LXX) dpov kvkA® TOOG 6@OaAN0vG ooV Kai i8¢ Ttavtag, iSod
cuvixOnoav kai jABocav pog o€ (M £y®, ALyEL KVPLOG, HTL MAVTAG

aVTOVG £¢vdvon Kai tEPLONon AVTOVS MG KOGUOV VOLPTG.

(Brenton) Lift up thine eyes round about, and look on them all; behold,
they are gathered together, and are come to thee. As | live, saith the Lord,
thou shalt clothe thyself with them all as with an ornament, and put them

on as a bride her attire.
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(KJV) For it is written, As | live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to

me, and every tongue shall confess to God.
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