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|Isaiah 51:3.
Pasigta do—Rab Kahané, Supplement 5, 3.
... R. Hiyya bar Abba said in the name of R. Johanan: It is written Hope deferred
maketh the heart sick; but desire fulfilled is a tree of life (Prov. 13: 12). When a
man waits for a particular thing to happen, and what he awaits is not brought
about for him, his heart is sick. But when what he awaits is brought about for
him, it seems to him as though new life had been given him. And so the
congregation of Israel says: Master of universes, every hope in the world has a
set time for its fulfillment, but the hope for the Messiah has no such set time. The
Holy One answers: Come, and | will reassure thee, as is said The Lord will

comfort Zion, He will comfort all her waste places (Isa. 51:3).
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Isaiah 51:12.

Midrash Rabbah, Exodus XXIX, 9.

... Had He spoken, they would have said: ‘Baal has answered us.” How much
more natural was it then that when God spoke on Mount Sinai, the whole world
became silent, so that all creatures might know that there is none beside Him.
Then He said: | AM THE LORD THY GOD. And of the Time to Come it says, /,
even |, am He that comforteth you (Isa. LI, 12).

The Midrash has a footnote after this quote which reads: ‘Because they received
the Commandments beginning with anochi; God will comfort them in the
Messianic Age also with anochi. [anochiis the Hebrew for “| am” found in the first

commandment].’
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Col. I (Frgs. 1-3)

[ will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them in order that they
may dwell there and no more be troubled by their] enemies. No son of iniquity
[will afflict them again] as before, from the day that 2 [l set judges] over my
people Israel (2 Sam 7:10). This is the house which [ in the] last days
according as it is written in the book 3 [ the sanctuary, O Lord,] which
your hands have established, Yahweh shall reign for ever and ever (Exod 15:17-
18) This is the house in which [ ] shall not enter there 4 [ florever, nor the
Ammonite, the Moabite, nor the bastard, nor the foreigner, nor the stranger

forever because there shall be the ones who bear the holy name 5 [florever.
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Continually it will appear above it. And strangers will no longer destroy it as they
previously destroyed 6 the sanctuary of Israel because of its sins. He
commanded that a sanctuary of men be built for himself in order to offer up to
him like the smoke of incense 7 the works of the Law. And according to his
words to David, (2 'And / [will give] you [rest] from all your enemies' (2 Sam
7:11). This means that he will give them rest from a[ll] 8 the sons of Belial, who
cause them to stumble to destroy them [ ] according as they come with a
plan of [B]el[i]al to cause the s[ons of] 9 light to stumble, to think upon them

wicked plans in order to deli[ver] his [s]oul to Belial in their w[iclked error.
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