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Ecclesiastes 7:24.
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Targum to the Hagiographa.
Behold, all that has happened from the beginning is already too remote for
mortals to know; and of the day of death and of the day when the King Messiah

will come who can find it out by his wisdom?
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Song of Solomon 1:8.

Targum to the Hagiographa.

Said the Holy One, blessed be He, to Moses the Prophet: If they wish to wipe out
the Dispersion, the congregation, which is likened to a beautiful maiden, and so
that | Myself may love her, let her walk in the ways of the righteous, and let her

arrange her prayer—service according to her prayer—leaders and the leaders of



her generation; and let her teach her children, who are comparable to kids, to go
to the synagogue and to the school, and by the merit thereof they shall be
provided for in the Dispersion until the time when | send the King Messiah, who
shall lead them gently to their tents, that is, the Temple which David and
Solomon, the shepherds of Israel, have built for them.

The Messianic interpretation may have been suggested by the pastorial imagery

and the figure of the shepherds.
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Song of Solomon 2:7.

Babylonian Talmud, Kethuboth 111 a.

... And Rab Judah?—Another text also is available: / adjure you, O daughters of
Jerusalem by the gazelles, and by the kinds of the field, [that ye awaken not, nor
stir up love, until it please]’ ... And Rab Judah?—It is written in Scripture, 7hat ye
awaken nof, nor stir up. And R. Zera?—That text is required for [an exposition]
like that of R. Levi who stated: ‘What was the purpose of those six adjurations?
Three for the purpose just mentioned and the others, that [the prophets] shall not
make known the end, that [the people] shall not delay the end, and that they shall
not reveal the secret to the idolaters’.

The Talmudic footnote refers to ‘the time of the end’ as: ‘Of the exile. The
beginning of the Messianic era.’

Song of Solomon 2:7a.

Midrash Rabbah, The Song of Songs Il, 7, I.

... R. Helbo said: Four adjurations are mentioned here. God adjured Israel that
they should not rebel against the Governments, that they should not seek to
hasten the end, that they should not reveal their mysteries to the other nations,

and that they should not attempt to go up from the diaspora by force. For if they



do, why should the King Messiah come to gather the exiles of Israel? R. Onia
said: He addressed to them four adjurations corresponding to the four
generations who tried to hasten the end and came to grief, namely, once in the
days of Amram, once in the days of Danai, once in the days of Ben Coziba, and
once in the days of Shuthelach the son of Ephraim, as it says, 7he children of
Ephraim were as archers handling the bow (Ps. LXXVII, 9).

Song of Solomon 2:7b.

Midrash Rabbah, Ecclesiastes XllI, 9, I.

... Koheleth sought to fathom when the end would be, as it is said, 7hat ye
awaken not, nor stir up love, until it please (S.S. Il, 7). The Holy One, blessed be
He, said to him: ‘I have already recorded it in “The book of uprightness”, viz. For
the day of vengeance that was in my heart, and My year of redemption are
come’ (Isa. LXIll, 4). R. Saul of Naveh taught in the name of R. Simeon: Should
a man tell you when the end of the redemption will occur, reply to him, ‘It is
written, “For the day of vengeance that was in My heart.”’

The Talmudic footnote refers to the ‘the end’ as: ‘The advent of the Messiah’,
and after the Song of Solomon 2:7 quote there is a footnote which reads: ‘Heb.

she—tehpaz, of the same root as delight (/efez) in our text: hence the



identification of the two, the verse from SS being referred to the advent of the

Messiah.’

A (s gaal) O 394
2 ALAY) Al jhu
I Ao AR Jlal) Ao il @l 13 (s g 8: 2
Toall (8 Bt g 29l 3 Liad
Song of Solomon 2:8.

Midrash Rabbah, The Song of Songs Il, 8, § 3.

The Rabbis say: HARK MY BELOVED, BEHOLD HE COMES: this refers to
Moses. When he came and said to Israel, ‘In this month ye are to be redeemed,’
they said to him: ‘Our teacher Moses, how can we be redeemed seeing that all
Egypt is defiled with our idolatrous worship?’ He replied: ‘Since God desires to
deliver you, He takes no heed of your idolatry, but LEAPS OVER THE
MOUNTAINS, “mountains” being only a name for idolatry, as it says, They

sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and offer upon the hills (Hos. 1V, 13).



And in this month ye are to be redeemed, as it says, “ 7his month shall be unto
you, etc.””’

R. Judan and R. Hunia also gave different explanations. R. Judan in the
name of R. Eliezer the son of R. Jose the Galilean, and R. Hunia in the name of
R. Eliezar b. Jacob, said: HARK MY BELOVED, BEHOLD HE COMES: this
refers to the Messiah. When he will say to Israel, ‘In this month ye are to be
redeemed,’ they will say to him, ‘How can we be delivered, seeing that the Holy
One, blessed be He, has sworn that He will subject us to the seventy nations?’
He will give them two answers and say: ‘If one of you is carried away to Barbary
and one to Sarmatia, it is as if all of you had been carried off there. And again,
this state levies troops from all the world, from every nation, and so if one
Cuthean or Barbarian comes and rules over you, it is as if all of his nation had
ruled over you and as if you has served the whole seventy nations. Hence in this
month you are to be delivered after all, as it says, “This month shall be unto you
the beginning of months, etc.”’

Song of Solomon 2:8.

Pasigtd do—Rab Kahana, Piska 5, 7.



... R. Nehemiah said: Hark! My beloved, he cometh (Song 2:8) ... R. Yudan
taught in the name of R. Eliezar ben R. Jose the Galilean, and R. Huna taught in
the name of R. Eliezer ben Jacob: Hark! My beloved! behold, he cometh. That
is, the king Messiah cometh. When he comes and says to Israel. “In this month
you shall be redeemed” they will ask: “Our master, O king Messiah, how can we
be redeemed? Has not the Holy One said that He will reduce us to servitude
among seventy nations?” Then the Messiah will make exactly clear by two
illustrations what God meant by His statement: (1) If only one of you is banished
to Barbaria and only another one of you is banished to Sarmatia, He will consider
it as though all of you had been banished. (2) Moreover, since this wicked
kingdom—[Rome]—Ievies troops from each and every nation, if a Cuthean comes
and forces even only one of you into military service, He will consider it as though
the entire people of Israel were conscripted. If and Ethiopian comes and forces
even only one of you into military service, He will consider it as though the entire
people of Israel were conscripted. Hence, in whatever month circumstances such
as these occur, you shall be redeemed. 7hAis month shall be unto you the

beginning of months (Exod. 12:2)—][the beginning of your redemption].
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Song of Solomon 2:12.

Midrash Rabbah, The Song of Songs I, 13, 4.

... AND THE VOICE OF THE TURTLE IS HEARD IN OUR LAND: Who is this?
This is the voice of the Messiah proclaiming, How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger of good things (Isa. LI, 7).

Song of Solomon 2:12.

Pasigtéd do—Rab Kahana, Piska 5, 9.

.... The flowers appear on the earth (Song 2:12), the flowers standing
metaphorically, as R. Isaac said, for the craftsmen in the verse “And the Lord
showed me four craftsmen [who wreak deliverance for Israel]” (Zech. 2:3). These
craftsmen are Elijah, the king Messiah, Melchizedek, and the priest who was

anointed in time of war [to exhort the armies of Israel]. By the words 7he fime of



singing is come (Song 2:12) is meant [the season when plants are pruned or cut
back—hence metaphorically speaking], the time has come for the foreskin to be
cut; the time has come for the wicked to be broken and cut down: “The Lord hath
broken the staff of the wicked” (Isa. 14:5); the time has come for the wicked
kingdom to be rooted out of the world; the time has come for the kingdom of
heaven to be revealed: “And the Lord shall be king over all the earth,” etc. (Zech.
14:9). And the voice of the turtle (tyyr) is heard in our land (Song 2:12), words
which mean, according to R. Johanan, that the voice of the king Messiah, the
voice of the one who will lead us with great care through the final turnings (#yyr)
of our journey is heard in the land: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the

feet of the messenger of good tidings” (Isa. 52:7).

Al s gpoaall B

2 ALY add i

Al g Ales b s b a8 Lgiad)) gl ag Sl Jlad g Lgad ca )l 4l 13: 2
Toaall (8 1gd) 25l asf L

Song of Solomon 2:13.



Midrash Rabbah, The Song of Songs Il, 13, 4.

... THE FIG TREE PUTTETH FORTH HER GREEN FIGS. R. Hiyya b. Abba
said: Shortly before the days of the Messiah a great epidemic will come upon the
world and the wicked will vanish. AND THE VINES IN BLOSSOM GIVE FORTH
THEIR FRAGRANCE: this refers to the survivors, spoken of in the verse, And it
shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth in
Jerusalem (/b. IV, 3).

Song of Solomon 2:13.

Pasigtd do—Rab Kahana, Piska 5, 9.

... The fig tree drops [as into a grave] her unnpe and sickly figs (Song 2:13). R.
Hiyya bar Abba said: In the days of the Messiah a great pestilence will come,
and the lives of the wicked will come to an end. And the vines in blossom give
forth their fragrance (Song 2:13). This verse refers to the ones that are left to
live: “And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in Zion, and he that remaineth

in Jerusalem shall be called holy” (Isa. 4:3).
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Song of Solomon 4:7.

Midrash Rabbah, Numbers I, 13.

... In the Messianic era the sun and moon will suffer humiliation; as it is said:
Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed; for the Lord of Hosts
will reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His elders shall be glory
(Isa. XXIV, 23). The stars, however, will not be humiliated. Thus will it be with
Abraham, and Isaac, whose faces in the hereafter will blanch on account of their
children; Abraham’s because of Ishmael and the sons of Keturah; Isaac’s on
account of Esau and his chiefs. And as the stars will suffer no humiliation, so

also will Jacob suffer no humiliation, for he will not need to feel shame; as it is



said: Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale (/b.
XXIX, 22). Why? When he seeth his children, the work of My hands, etc. (/b.
23); because they are all of them righteous; [as it says,] 7hou art all fair, my love

(S.S. 1V, 7).
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Song of Solomon 4:16.

Midrash Rabbah, Leviticus IX, 6.

... And the following verse supports R. Jose b. Hanina: Awake, O [thou of the]
north, and come thou [of the] south (S.S. IV, 16) ... Or, the Messianic King
whose place is in the north will come and rebuild the Sanctuary which is situated
in the south. This is [indicated by] what is written: / have roused up one from the
north, and he is come (Isa. XLI, 25).

Song of Solomon 4:16.



Midrash Rabbah, Numbers XlllI, 2.

... Another exposition: The expression, ‘Awake, O north wind’ teaches that the
winds will, in the Messianic era, enter into a spirit of rivalry with one another. The
south wind will say: ‘I shall bring back the captivity of Teman and that of the
Hagrites and the entire south’, while the north wind will say: ‘| will bring back the
northern captivity’.

Song of Solomon 4:16.

Midrash Rabbah, The Song of Songs IV, 16, I.

... Now this supports R. Jose b. Hanina: AWAKE, THOU NORTH WIND, AND
COME, THOU SOUTH. AWAKE, THOU NORTH WIND refers to the burnt
offering which was slaughtered on the north side of the Temple court. Why is the
word AWAKE addressed to it? Because it was something which, so to speak,
was asleep and had to be awakened. AND COME, O SOUTH WIND: this refers
to the peace offerings which were slaughtered on the south side of the Temple
court [also]. Why is the word COME addressed to it? Because it was something
new. R. Abba b. Kahana and R. Hanina b. Papa and R. Joshua in the name of
R. Levi say: The following verse also supports R. Jose: T7his is the law of the

burmnt offering: that is the bumt-offering (Lev. VI, 2)—namely, which the Bnei



Noah offered originally. But when it comes to the peace-offerings the text says,
And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings, not ‘which they did offer’,
but Which one may offer(/'b. VII, 11)—from now onward. What does R. Eleazar
make of this verse, AWAKE, O NORTH WIND, AND COME, THOU SOUTH? He
explains: When the exiles who are living in the north shall bestir themselves and
come and encamp in the south, as it says, Behold | will bring them from the north
country, and gather them from the uttermost parts of the earth (Jer. XXX, 8).
When Gog and Magog who live in the north shall come and fall upon the south,
as it says, And !/ will turn thee about and lead thee on, and will cause thee to
come up (Ezek. XXXIX, 2). When the Messiah who is in the north shall awake
and come and build the Temple which is in the south, as it says, / have roused

up one from the north, and he is come (Isa. XLlI, 25),
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