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Jessica Holm in search of clues to the mysterious demise of the West

Runton Elephant and the Taung Child. Apr 18, 2006

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/science/fascinatingdeaths.shtml
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Science Photo Library
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McKee, Jeffrey K. (2000), The Riddled Chain: Chance, Coincidence, and
Chaos in Human Evolution, New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

P. 40-41.
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The workers at limestone quarries in southern Africa routinely uncovered
fossils from the tufa formations they mined. Many were of extinct fauna,

which included baboons and other primates,
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Lewin, Roger (1987), Bones of Contention: Controversies in the Search for

Human Origins, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, p. 49-50
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Lewin, Roger (1987), Bones of Contention: Controversies in the Search for

Human Origins, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, p. 49-50
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Conroy, G. C.; Falk, D.; Guyer, J.; Weber, G.W.; Seidler, H.; Recheis, W.
(2000), "Endocranial capacity in Sts 71 (Australopithecus africanus) by

three-dimensional computed tomography’, Anat. Rec. 258: 391-396.
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Examinations of the Taung Child fossil compared to that of an equivalent
9-year-old child suggest that A. africanus had a growth rate to
adolescence more similar to that of modern apes like chimpanzees (genus

Pan) than to that of modern Homo sapiens.
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“Differences due to age are especially significant with reference to the
structure of the skull in apes. Very pronounced changes occur during the

transition from juve- nile to adult in apes, but not in Man. The skull of a

juvenile ape is somewhat different from that of Man.

We may remember that the first specimen of Australopithecus that was
discovered by Raymond Dart, the Tuang ‘child,” was that of a juvenile
[ape]. This juvenile skull should never have been compared to those of

adult apes and humans.”
Duane Gish, Evolution: the Challenge of the Fossil Record (1985), p. 178.
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Dart drew bold conclusions from his unavoidably limited observations

Using books he brought from England, which included drawings of skulls
from infant chimpanzees and gorillas, Dart believed he saw enough
evidence to convince him that his fossil differed from both the chimpanzee

and gorilla as much as they differed from each other.

Bearing in mind that his evidence involved only teeth and a supposed
‘improved quality’ of brain (based on cranial size), Dart concluded from his
limited information that the animal to which the skull belonged: could

appreciate colour and weight; knew the significance of sound; was on the



way to articulate speech; walked upright, with hands free to become

manipulative organs.

John Reader, Missing Links, Book Club Associates/WiIIiam Collins,

London, 1981.
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"In his 1925 article, Dart had claimed that the brain of Taung was
humanlike. As it turned out, he was wrong about that. . . . Taung's

humanlike features were overemphasized."

'Like humans, other primates go through stages as they grow up. In his
analysis of Taung, Dart did not fully appreciate that infant apes have not
had time to develop features of the skull, such as thickened eyebrow ridges
or attachment areas for heavy neck muscles, that set adult apes apart from
human. Apparently he did not carefully consider the possibility that Taung's
rounded forehead or the inferred position of the spinal cord might be due to
the immaturity of the apelike specimen rather than to its resemblance to

humans."

Falk, Dean (2004), Braindance: New Discoveries about Human Origins and
Brain Evolution (Revised and expanded ed.), New York: Henry Holt and

Company,
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McKee, Jeffrey K. (2000), The Riddled Chain: Chance, Coincidence, and
Chaos in Human Evolution, New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

P. 40-41.
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Lewin, Roger (1987), Bones of Contention: Controversies in the Search for

Human Origins, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, p. 51
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Dart's former mentor Arthur Keith, one of the most prominent anatomists of

his time, claimed there was insufficient evidence to accept Dart's claim.
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Elliot Smith concluded that the Taung fossil was "essentially identical" to the

skull of "the infant gorilla and chimpanzee'

Lewin, Roger (1987), Bones of Contention: Controversies in the Search for

Human Origins, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, p. 51
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"an examination of the casts... will satisfy geologists that this claim is
preposterous. The skull is that of a young anthropoid ape... and showing
so many points of affinity with the two living African anthropoids, the gorilla
and chimpanzee, that there cannot be a moment's hesitation in placing the

fossil form in this living group."

Lewin, Roger (1987), Bones of Contention: Controversies in the Search for

Human Origins, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, p. 52
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Johanson, Donald; Shreeve, James (1989), Lucy's Child, New York: William

Morrow and Co, p. 56.
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Lewin, Roger (1987), Bones of Contention: Controversies in the Search for

Human Origins, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, p. 79
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Lewin, Roger (1987), Bones of Contention: Controversies in the Search for

Human Origins, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, p. 74-76
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Washburn, Sherwood (1985), "Human Evolution After Raymond Dart', in

Phillip V. Tobias (ed.), Hominid Evolution: Past, Present, and Future, New

York: Alan Liss, pp. 3-18.
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He decided that these creatures had not walked on two legs and were not

an intermediate form between humans and apes

Zuckerman, Solly (1970), Beyond the Ivory Tower: The Frontiers of Public

and Private Science, London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, p. 93.
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