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PE G RECUE Ot
usurpé , le litre gu'on accordoit a la divimité
L'urigiuv du mot Zeus, appliqué a Jupiter,

dans la lorme ordinaire des invocations, ne
sauroit ¢tre déterminée. Platon , dit que ce
mot w'est pas lacile a eéxpliquer, et le sens
qu'il {w donne ; quoiqu’adinis également pae
Arsstote, paroit w'avoir aurun fondement réel
celle t'l‘\ln')l'.'t(il.‘, conmme bc.'lm‘(mp d’aulrcs,
est peu digne des grands noms qui nous l'ont
transmise,

[l est cependant, lrés-prnlmblc d’aprés le
concours de plusieurs circonstances, et par
I'analogic des caracteres, que les mots latins




est peu digue des grauds Homs qui nous 'ont

Lransmise,

Il est l‘cl)cml:ml a lrés-pml)able d’aprés le
concours de plusieurs circonstances, et par
l’annlogic des caracteres, que les mots latins
et grecs, par lesquels on a désigné la divis
nité, tels que Theos, ou plutdt Theo, Deo,
Dia; Zeu, Jove, e le mot Jehovah, qui ¥és
cril avee qualrc letires seulclucm, ¢totent orr
ginairement le méme mot.
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Les notions concernant le Destin, ce pous
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often — more than 2,000 times - and often with the article, ha-
elohim, “the [true| god.” Occasionally, the plural form elohim,
even when used of the god of Israel, is construed with a plu-
ral verb or adjective (e.g., Gen. 20:13; 35:7; EX. 32:4, 8; 11 Sam.
7%23; Ps. 58:12), especially in the expression elohim hayyim,
“the living God.” In the vast majority of cases, however, the
plural form is treated as if it were a noun in the singular. The

odd fact that Hebrew uses a plural noun to designate the god
of Israel has been explained in various ways. Some scholars

take it as a plural that expresses an abstract idea (e.g., zekunim,
“old age”; ne‘urim, “time of youth”), so that "Elohim would re-
ally mean “the Divinity.” More likely, however, it came from
general Canaanite usage. In the el-Amarna Letters Pharaoh
is often addressed as “my gods [ilani'ya| the sun-god.” In the
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Biographies On This Day Qui

WRITTEN BY: Johannes M. Renger

See Article History
Alternative Title: Hammurapl

Hammurabl, also spelled Hammurapl, (born, Babylon [now in Irag]—-died ¢ 1750 BCE), sixth and best-

known ruler of the 1st (Amorite) dynasty of Babylon (reigning ¢. 1792-1750 ece), noted for his surviving

set of laws, once considered the oldest promulgation of laws in human history. S5ee Hammurabl,
Code of.
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