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Fallacy of many questions
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Oldest alphabet
identified as Hebrew

BRUCE BOWER

LETTER STONE Inscriptions in stone slabs from Egypt, including this specimen dating to
almost 3,500 years ago, contain the world’s oldest alphabet, which one researcher now
argues was an early form of Hebrew. New translations of these inscriptions contain
references to figures from the Bible, including Moses.

SAN ANTONIO — The world’s earliest alphabet, inscribed on
stone slabs at several Egyptian sites, was an early form of Hebrew,
a controversial new analysis concludes.

Israelites living in Egypt transformed that civilization’s
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__LETTER STONE Inscripntions in stone slabs from Egypt, including this specimen dating to
almost 3,500 years ago, contain the world’s oldest alphabet, which one researcher now
“argues was an eariy rorm of Hebrew. New translations of these inscriptions contain
references to figures from the Bible, including Moses.




A photo of Sinai 361, located in the Cairo Museum. This photo contains the name Moses (M-Sh,
the two fullest letters on the smaller fragment of the inscription) at the bottom of the first
vertical column







Biblical “Hebrew to English” Alphabet
Hebrew is the first and oldest alphabet: 1859 BC

Pictograms Phonogroms Echograms | Aramaic Hebrew  Masoretic Hebrew
lypic Hebrew Alphabet | English | Square Hebrew  Vowelled Hebrew
859 550 BC Modem 550 BC-70 AD 600 AD - present

Sounds First Hobrew Phonogram Alphabet | Pa brow First Vowels, dots, dashes were invented by
Gordiner's Sign List § 1859 - 1100 1100-5508C Centu Masorstes (00 AD) did not exist before.
h :

m
=
=
=
o
=
© =,
]
oL
=
-
=
2
=
o
@
2

Z\' Silent stop, like the “-” in “A-ha"

DEI
cl

_. B as in Bet (With dot)
- " Vas in Vet

Bayit
House

Gahar : G as in Gift

R T 5o 1A [0 [l

2

T T X7 T8
Vaw Vas Vowel “u” as in “Flute
VOU | 1 | B [ ELS

Haser/Hut Ch as in Bach
Enclosure/Thread
Tov Sl 117 Sinal 350
Good +<7

Zeah e

Sweat (Brows) ,5,}: ‘;,;

S

g
D000
3~
-~
=z

Yas Vowel “i" as in machine
inYes | Vowel “ey” as in “they”

D 2 Kasin King (With dot)

|y = Chas in Bach

L as in Learn

f
:-5-'_)‘

Sear/Sarah p,),>s 376
BZ Halr/Sunk , T O

éé

g
&

Silent guttural in the back of the throat

) P as in Power (with dot)
h as in Phone

Ei

Seror S 3oy 6;“m
S
" | Sack w O

Qul’ See 383
Wd Spun fiber b Sinal 351

Sadaylm (/\) S .m(’\) FSh as in Shine (right dot)

Sinal 387

Breasts | swoeN\ { in Sun (left dot)
Tayis + Sowi 308 "\ T as in Time (dot)
mz W I male goat X s~ i ) h ans in Theme
Stevs R

Sinai 02

Egyptian epigraphical data in this chart, in part from “The World's Oldest Alphabet”, Douglas Petrovich, 2016 AD
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Fallacy of many questions
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On Shamshi-Adad’s eastern flank, the rulers of
Eshnunna and the Elamites were active. A letter to
Shamshi-Adad from his vassal at Shusharra
reported the presence of an army of 12,000 troolEs |
belonging to the Elamite ruler Shiruktuh. Dadusha,
who succeeded his brother Naram-Sin as king of
Eshnunna, claimed a victory over Ishme-Dagan as
well as conquest of Arbil and of other towns in the
region. After the death of his father, Shamshi-
Adad, Ishme-Dagan was defeated despite assur-
ances he had given to his brother that he had the

Elamites and their ally Ibal-pi-E], king of Esh-
nunna, “‘on a leash”. Shubat-Enli] fe]] to the Ela-
mites, and the armies of Elam ,
campaigned in the land of Idam
Syria). At this time Zimri-L
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David’s Km§dom

(At the time of his cath)
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Limestone camel vessel from ca. 3000 BC
Photo by A.D. Riddle; artifact on display in Berlin Egyptian
Museum



Domesticated Wild
animal ancestor Region Date

Dog Wolf Near East ¢c. 11,000 BcC

Goat Bezoar goat Near East >, 8500 BC

Sheep Asiatic moufflon Near East . 8000 Bc
Pig Wild boar Near East ~. 7500 BC
Cattle Auroch Near East c. 7000 BC
Cat Wild cat Near East .. 7000 BC
Chicken Red jungle fowl  China c. 6000 B
Llama Guanaco Andes . 5000 Bc
Donkey Wild ass Near East c. 4000 BC

Horse Tarpan Southern Russia ¢. 4000 B¢

Camel Wild camel ?Southern Arabia c. 3000 Bc

2Southern Central

Asia

Guinea-pig Cavy Peru
Rabbit wild rabbit Spain

Turkey wild turkey Mexico
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loses 48 gUltra-long/Ultra-high chronology e« b i g8
BCE 1890-1933
Orientalia. Pontificium institutum biblicum. 1998.
Retrieved 3 November 2012.
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Hamfnurabi had issued similar decrees to assist the
state’s economic activity.

The Venus Tablets, which included a reference
to one of Ammisaduga’s year-names and so were
probably produced in his reign, were a collection
of observations on the rising and setting of the
planet Venus. The sequence described in the obser-
vations could have taken place only at certain
times as it is repeated at approximately 60-year
intervals. This has given rise to systems of dating
Ammisaduga’s reign and those of other rulers of
the dynasty, with differences of 60 to 120 years.
ic sign for a The Middle Chronology (used in this book) has
| tablets vias placed Hammurabi’s reign at 1792-1750 BC; the

edge but with ; : .
cigrcles for ich Chronology, which is becoming more popu-

pne plaque, uts it at 1848—1806; and the Low Chronolo

rglaﬁtehng e hich was once adopted by many scholars work-

bout 3000 BC. ] in AnatoIia ané the %evant but has fewer
llowers today, places Hammurabl's reign at

northern 728—1686. Hopetully, mn the tuture, some refer-
second half of | ence will be found among the thousands of tablets
overed . . .
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Identifications modernes

A partr JE. Scivader en 1588 Ce ror otad generalement 3ss00e 3 Mammurals | QU regna sur i Babylone de 1792 avart JC 2 sa mort en 17050 avant JC

Cepandant, Ce poirt 08 vue a #te argement adandonneé ces cemeeres années Uautres auteurs ont igentifie Amraphel avec Aralius . un des noms sur les hstes

s babyloniennes pius tardves . attnbudes en promier 8 Closas Réecemment Dawvid Rohl a piaide pour une (dentricanon avec Amar-Sin _ ie romsiéme souveran

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amraphel




Modern identifications | eait;

1888/2] this king was usually associated with Hammurabi, who ruled Babylonia from 1792 BC
until his death in 1750 BC. However, this view has been largely abandoned in recent years Fll* Other authors identified
Amraphel with Arafius, one of the names on the later Babylonian king-lists, attributed first to Ciesias. Recently, David Rohl
argued for an identification with Amar-Sin, the third ruler of the Ur lll dynasty [®! John Van Seters, in Abraham in History and

Tradition, rejected the historical existence of Amraphel [ststion needed]
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acKen: Do‘lzal;d‘%gls). "The Golden Age of Babylonia".
Myths omﬁyloniaand Assyria. p. 247. The identification of
Hammurabi with Amraphel is now generally accepted

There is no king who can be mighty alone. Ten or fifteen
- kings follow Hammurabi the man of Babylon; as many
" follow Rim-Sin the man of Larsa, Ibal-pi-El the manof
Eshnunna, and Amut-pi-El the man of Qatna and twenty
kings follow Yarim-Lim the man of Yamhad.

Micael Roaf "Cambridge Atlas of Archaeology - king lists p
111 and pp 108-123
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course of the Euphrates has changed greatly, but
its ancient channels can be partly traced from the
locations of ancient settlements
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were the states of Dilmun, Magan
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through the Guit
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on the evidence of third-millennium copper-works
ing sites, has been identified with Oman, while
ha was part of the Harappan or Indus valley
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i exports of wool, cloth, silver, fat and resin
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“There is no king who can be mighty a}lone.

Ten or fifteen kings follow Hamml.lrabl', the

man of Babylon; as many follow Rim-Sin, the

man of Larsa, Ibal-pi-El, the man of Eshnunna,

and Amut-pi-El, the man of Qatna, and twenty

kings follow Yarim-Lim, the man of Yamhad.
The struggle for control of southern Mesopotamia
was reflected in the year-names of the period.
When a year-name issued by the ruler of one city
was used in another, it signaled the subordinate
status of that city. Similarly, a king who restored a

temple, or appointed a priest or priestess, in
another city demonstrated his control over the

second city. However, though this was the general
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Geopolitical context [ edt )

P e

-

it was common practise for vassais/alies to accompany a powerful king during their conquests. For example, in a letter

aimed al persuading the nomadic inbes to acknowiedge the authornty of Zimn-Lim of Man

There is no king who can be mighty alone. Ten or fiteen kings follow Hammurabi the man of Babylon, as many foll

the man of Eshnunna, and Amut-pi-El the man of Qatna and twenty kings follow Yanm-Lim the man of Yamhad

7. Genesis 14:18-20%

8. A Jewish Encyclopedia®’
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Geopolitical context |edit)

Alliances |[edit)

It was common practise for vassals/allies to accompany a powerful king during their conquests. For example, in a letter from

about 1770 BCE!"% reporting a speech aimed at persuading the nomadic tribes to acknowledge the authority of Zimri-Lim of
Mari:

There is no king who can be mighty alone. Ten or fifteen kings follow Hammurabi the man of Babylon; as many
follow Rim-Sin the man of Larsa, Ibal-pi-El the man of Eshnunna, and Amut-pi-El the man of Qatna and twenty
kings follow Yarim-Lim the man of Yamhad.

The alliance of four states would have ruled over cities/countries that were spread over a wide area: from Elam at the
extreme eastemn end of the Fertile Crescent to Anatolia at the western edge of this region. Because of this, there is a limited
range of time periodsguEI§NEIRUEREETT [T Kol O ReEHESTERES In this account, Chedorlaomer is described as the
king to whom the cities of the plain pay tribute. Thus, Elam must be a dominant force in the region and the other three kings

would therefore be vassals of Elam and/or trading partners.['%




Geopolitical context [edit)

Alliances [e( Micael Roaf "Cambridge Atias of Archaeology - king <

lists p 111 and pp 108-123

It was commor. , _, during their conquests. For example, in a letter from

L) s .

about 1770 BCE™ reporting a speech aimed at persuading the nomadic tribes to acknowledge the authority of Zimri-Lim of
Mari:

There is no king who can be mighty alone. Ten or fifteen kings follow Hammurabi the man of Babylon; as many
follow Rim-Sin the man of Larsa, Ibal-pi-El the man of Eshnunna, and Amut-pi-El the man of Qatna and twenty
kings follow Yarim-Lim the man of Yamhad.

The alliance of four states would have ruled over cities/countries that were spread over a wide area: from Elam at the
extreme eastern end of the Fertile Crescent to Anatolia at the western edge of this region. Because of this, there is a limited

range of time periods§yEIRNEICRUEREEN DT X ReEHESTRER In this account, Chedorlaomer is described as the
king to whom the cities of the plain pay tribute. Thus, Elam must be a dominant force in the region and the other three kings

would therefore be vassals of Elam and/or trading partners.['°)




Scholarly analysis |edit)

Identifying the kings | edit]

Amraphel has been thought by some scholars such as the writers of the Catholic Encyclopedia (1907) and the Jewish

Encyclopaedia (1906)®! to be an alternate name of the famed Hammurabi. The name is also associated with Ibal-pi-el Il of
Esnunna.[®X10]

Scholarly analysis edit)

Identifyinﬂ tha kinne 1 40

Micael Roaf "Cambridge Atlas of Archaeology - king £} , : ,
Amraphel lists p 111 and pp 108-123 f the Catholic Encyclopedia (1907) and the Jewish

Encyclops ) R murabi. The name is also associated with Ibal-pi-el Il of
Esnunna.Fl19
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Identifying the Kings | edit

Genesis 14:1 gives a list of four names: "It was in the time of Amraphel king of Shinar, Aricoch king of Ellasar, Chedor-
laomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of the Goiim..." Traditionally these have been taken as four separate kings: .

- Amraphel has been thought by some scholars such as the writers of the catholic Encyclopedia and the Jewish

Encyclopedia to be a corruption of the name of the famed Hammurabi. The name is also associated with Ibal Pi-El ||
of Esnunna.®) @

Identifying the Kings edit)

Genesis 14:1 gives a list of four names: "It was in the time of Amraphel king of Shinar, Aricoch king of Ellasar, Chedor-

laomer king of El~~ ~n~d Tidallina aftha Calim = Tead#ianalk. thanna have been taken as four separate kings: (8]

Micael Roaf "Cambridge Atlas of Archaeol - Kin
« Amraphel ha lists p 111 . - s O 1e catholic Encyclopedia and the Jewish

Encyclopedizc bi. The name is also associated with Ibal Pi-El Il
of Esnunna.1°) @3




Ibal-pi-el 11

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Ibal pi’el Il was a king of the city kingdom of Eshnunna in ancient Sumer. He reigned c. 1779-1765 BC)_“]
He was the son of Dadusha and nephew of Naram-Suen of Eshnunna.

He conquered the cities of Diniktum and Rapiqum_lz] With Hammu-rapi of Babylon, and the Amorite king Shamshi-Adad | he besieged the kingdom of

Malgium until its ruler bought them off with 15 talents of silver.

He was a contemporary of Zimri-Lim of Mari, and formed powerful alliances with Yarim-Lim |31 Amud-pi-el of Qatanum, Rim-5in | of Larsa and most
impaortantly Hammurabi of Babylon,[*i] to appose the rise of Shamshi-Adad | in Assyria (on his northern border) who himself had alliances with Charchemish,

Hassum and Urshul®! and Qatna.

Some scholars have suggested the biblical king Amraphell®l may have been Ibal Pi-El Il of Esnunna 711 while others®ll'% consider Ameraphel to be

Hammurabi.

He was killed by Siwe-palar-huppak of Elam, who captured Eshnunna, and he was succeeded by Silli-Sin.
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Main page ames Orr (1844-6 September 1913(']) was a Scottish Presbyterian minister and

Contents professor gf church history and then theology. He was an influential defender of

Featured conient evangelical doctrine and a contributor to The Fundamentals.
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Mﬁtical Conditions
A third kind of evidence concerns the changing geo-political
situation in the Biblical lands. In Genesis 14, as mentioned
above, Abraham and five Canaanite kings fight a war near
the Dead Sea against their overlords, consisting of an

alliance of four kings from Flam, Mesopotamia and
southern Anatolia.



Now it is true that alliances such as Abraham makes with his

"neighbors—petty Canaanite kings—could have occurred
from at least the Early Bronze Age (third millennium B.C.)
down to the end of the 13th century B.C., though they would
have been less likely during the period of Egyptian
domination from the 15th to the 13th centuries B.C. In the
12th and u1th centuries B.C., however, new conditions
presented themselves in Canaan- the emergence of early
Israel, the rise of the Philistine league, and the
consolidation of Aramean power in the north. So the
situation in Canaan is not very helpful in answering our
chronological question, except to say that the alliance
between Abraham and the Canaanite kings must have
occurred before the 12th century.



But, further east, the situation was entirely different. In the
history of Mesopotamia and its neighbors, we find that the
geo-political conditions match the situation in Genesis 14 in
only one period, the Patriarchal Age according to the
Biblical chronology.



—

— —

“In the late third millennium B.C., Mesopotamia was
dominated for a time by a single power, the Third Dynasty of
Ur. This dynasty was overthrown by Elam in about 2000 B.C.
Then, for some 250 years, no single power ruled in greater
Mesopotamia, from Ur to Carchemish. Instead, the area
swarmed with major and minor city-states, combining and
recombining in ever-changing alliances. Some, like Isin and
Larsa, Mari, and then Assyria and Babylon, became more
prominent than others. States such as these occasionally
headed major alliances, but power was still divided. As one

oft-quoted ancient text observes-



M Mstrong just by himself. Ten (to)

. fifteen kings are following Hammurabi the man of Babylon;
SO, too, Rim-Sin the man of Larsa; so, too, Ibal-pi-el the man
of Eshnunna; so, too, Amut-pi-el the man of Qatna; (and)

twenty kings are following Yarim-Lim the man of Yamhad.’ 11

Other documents of the period repeatedly refer to alliances
of three, four and five powers.12
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Despite the abundanceof cuneiform records from
Mesopotamia, none of the kings who, according to Genesis
14, fought against the Abrahamic alliance have been
identified in an extra-Biblical account. Nevertheless, the
right names go with the right places in Genesis 14-
“Amraphel king of Shinar; Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedor-
laomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim” (Genesis 14-1).
Chedor-laomer is clearly an Elamite name (a Kudur-X or
Kutur type).f Arioch is Arriyuk(ki)/Arriwuk(ki), attested at
Mari and Nuzi in Mesopotamia. Amraphel is less clear.
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_ is Arriyuk(ki)/Arriwuk(ki), attested at Mari
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\mfd“al_is universallyrecognized as an early form of
Tudkhalia, well known from the Hittite world centered in
Anatolia (modern Turkey). Interestingly, Tudkhalia served
as a “king of peoples/groups,’ reflecting the fractured
nature of political power in Anatolia in the 19th and 18th
centuries B.C., according to archives of Assyrian merchants
in Cappadocia.13 In these archives we read of chiefs
(rubaum) and overlords or paramount chiefs (rubaum
rabium).



F L i) ‘

-

' i@aigns from Mesopotamia into the
L?Vant arewell attested from the third millennium B.C.
(73tkkad and Third I Dynasty of Ur) through the early second

millennium B.C.14 A war by the Abrahamic alliance against
an alliance of kings from the east in the patriarchal period is

certainlx Elausible.
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#ﬁd-eed,,one accountfrom the early second millennium is
similar to'Genesis 14—though from the opposite
perspective, that of the alliance of eastern kings. In a
splendid inscription of lahdun-Lim of Mari, we are told that
Shamsi-Adad I of Assyria reached Lebanon, advanced past
the timber mountains and proceeded to the Mediterranean
Sea; he made offerings to celebrate his success (as Abraham
tithed to Melchizedek [ Genesis 14-20]) and imposed his rule
and “perpetual tribute” on the Levantine peoples he
conquered, which was paid until the very year of the
inscription, when Shamsi-Adad I defeated an alliance of four

other vassals who rebelled.



B
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Mquest, servitude and revolt described in this
inscriptionare paralleled in Genesis 14-1-11, but from the

opposite viewpoint. In short, the kind of military
engagement described in Genesis 14 is at home in the early
second millennium B.C.

From about the 18th century B.C. on, however, the situation
drastically changed in Mesopotamia. The triumphs of
Hammurabi of Babylon and Shamsi-Adad I of Assyria ended
the era of rival alliances, with the numerous Mesopotamian
city-states vanishing forever. From then on, the land was
dominated by just two powers, Assyria and Babylon. For two
centuries (c. 1550-1350 B.C.) they shared power with Mitanni,
but that was all.



Not on];Ld_Ld the political map of Mesopotamia then become

—

“incompatible with the situation as described in Genesis 14,
butin-thenorth, in Anatolia, there were drastic changes as
well- The chiefs and overlords were absorbed into the Hittite
kingdom that dominated the area until about 1200 B.C.
Later, during the first millennium B.C., the Levant was
dominated by Aramean and Neo-Hittite states in the north,
by Israel (later Israel and Judah) and the Philistines in the
south, by the Phoenicians along the coast, and in due time
by Ammon, Moab and Edom east of the Jordan. All, however,
fell under the ever-growing shadow of Assyria, and in most
cases vanished politically as Babylon and then the Persian
Empire succeeded, one after the other, to Assyrian
hegemony.
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Mre is one—and only one—period that fits the
conditionsteflected in Genesis 14—the early second
millennium B.C. Only in that period did the situation in
Mesopotamia allow for shifting alliances; and only then did
Elam participate actively in the affairs of the Levant, sending
envoys not only to Mari but as far west as Qatna on the
Orontes in Syria.i5
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