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Cedar oil from Juniper tree+ hyssop oil
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[https://draxe.com/cedarwood-essential-oil
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And the priest shall take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet,.... Another

priest, according to the Targum of Jonathan; but it seems to design Eleazar the

priest, and so, in later times, the same priest that burnt the cow took these things;



the Jews say (h), when he took them he said, is this cedar wood? is this hyssop?
is this scarlet? so he said three times for everyone of them, and he was
answered, yes, three times to each of them: these were the same that were used
at the cleansing of the leper, Lev [4:4,

and cast it into the midst of the burning of the heifer; these were rolled or
bound up together, as the Jews say (i), and made one bundle of, that they might
the more easily be cast into the fire; the hyssop was wrapped about the cedar

wood with the scarlet wool:
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Whart exactly is the “water”? We find the answer in Numbers 19:6:

The priest is to take some cedar wood, hyssop and scarlet wool and
throw them onto the burning heifer (NIV; emphasis added).

Now, let’s take a look at what modern science has discovered about each of
these elements.’

* Heifer ashes + cedar wood produces lye (caustic soda). For many years,
lye was used to make soap, which works well as a cleaning agent.

* Hyssop is a blue-lowered plant that is native to the east Mediterra-
nean. It can be converted into thymol, which is an isopropyl alcohol
that kills bacteria.

* Scarlet wool forms a gritty abrasive substance that is useful for getting
into every crevasse to aid in thorough cleansing.

* The mention of the third and seventh day (in verse 12) relates to the
fact that bacteria thrive in damp environments. So you have a few days
to dry (hampering bacterial growth), then apply the waters, allow to
dry again for a few more days, and then re-apply.

This amazing remedy evidences inspiration but is in stark contrast to the
Egyprtians’ remedy for a splinter.
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A lye is a metal hydroxide traditionally obtained by leaching ashes,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lye
Lye aial aaiicy aloyllé
Can You Make Soap Without Lye (Sodium Hydroxide)?
https://[www.diynatural.com/sodium-hydroxide-lye/
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https:/_/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saponification

Extinguishers of this type are designed to extinguish cooking fats and oils
through saponification. The extinguishing agent rapidly converts the

burning substance to a non—-combustible soap.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saponification
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Admission to the Christian Community of Believers 173

The use of water in ritual cleansings is grounded upon Jewish practices estab-
lished by the Torah. For example, one such ritual cleansing was used when a Jew
was deemed “unclean” because he had touched a dead person, a human bone or a
grave. In this case, “water of cleansing,” which was “for purification from sin,”"!*
was prepared by pouring fresh water over the ashes from a burned purification
offering. The purification offering was a red heifer withour defect or blemish thar
had never been used as a work animal. It was killed by the priest, its blood sprin-
kled toward the front of the Tent of the Meeting (Tabernacle) and burned with
cedar wood, hyssop and scarler wool.!'” After an unclean person had been first
sprinkled with the water of cleansing from a branch of hyssop that had been
dipped into it, and had then washed his clothes and bathed with water, he
became ceremonially clean on the following evening.'"® The Jewish scriprures
alsa provide another type of ritual cleansing for persons who touch a man with a
bodily discharge or a woman during her monthly period, as well as in certain
other circumstances.''” This rital cleansing involved “bathing with water.”'?”
For the man who had the discharge, this bathing with water was to be accompa-
nied by the sacrifice of two pigeons “to make atonement” for the condition.'”' By
the time of Jesus, these and other types of ritual cleansings with water had
become part of Jewish culture and religious practice and had apparently given rise




116.
117.

Numbers 19: 9.

Numbers 19: 2-6, 17. This scriptural description of the method of preparing the “water of
cleansing” parallels the ancient method for making homemade soap from ashes and water
heated with the fat of animals. Please see, for example, Eliot Wigginton (Ed.), 7he Foxfire Book
(Anchor-Doubleday 1972), “Soapmaking™ at pages 151-158. Our ancestors, many of whom
made soap themselves, may have recognized this aspect of that scriptural passage. That the
water for ceremonial cleansing of an observant Jew after the touching of a dead body appar-
ently was a form of primitive soap is not surprising, as the 7orah contains many Jewish reli-
gious observances with health attributes. For example, the kosher requirements to abstain from
cating pork and shellfish successfully address the problems of micro parasites (trichinosis) and
toxic micro organisms (those associated with “red tide”) apparently prevalent in the rivers and
scas during Biblical times. A recent study indicates that circumcision reduces the risk of AIDS
from heterosexual intercourse significantly. Mark Schoofs, Sarah Lueck and Michael M. Phil-
lips, ".Vlltz{y Says Circumcision Reduces AIDS Risk /{y 70%," The Wall Street Journal (July 5,
2005) at page Al. Nevertheless, it should not be assumed that the water of cleansing for puri-
fication from sin was the same as ancient soap, as soap was apparently made and used routinely
by the ancients in a similar process using caustic soda, or lye. Please see Job 9: 30; Jeremiah 2:

22; Malachi 3: 2.
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and burned with cedar wood, hyssop and scarlet ... method of preparing

the “water of cleansing” parallels the ancient method for making homemade

soap from ashes and water ... soap, as soap was apparently made and

used routinely by the ancients in a similar process using caustic soda, or

lye

McMillen, S.I. and David Stern (2000), None of These Diseases (Grand

Rapids, MI: Revell), third edition.
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whereas potassium soaps, derived from potassium hydroxide, are softer or

often liquid. Historically, potassium hydroxide was extracted from the ashes

of bracken or other plants.
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In ancient Israel, the ashes from barilla plants, such as species of Salsola,
saltwort (Seidlitzia rosmarinus) and Anabasis, were used in soap
production, known as potash.[14][15] Soap made from potash (a

concentrate of burnt wood or vegetable ashes mixed with lard or olive oil)



is alkaline. If animal lard were used, it was heated and kept lukewarm (not
boiling hot; neither cold). Lard, collected from suet, needed to be rendered
and strained before being used with ashes (with the recommended

consistency of 1 cup of lard to 3/8 cup of concentrated ash water).

14 Zohar Amar, Flora of the Bible, Jerusalem 2012, s.v. n>13, p. 216 (note

34) OCLC 783455868.

15 Abu-Rabi‘a, ‘Aref (2001). Bedouin Century: Education and Development
among the Negev Tribes in the Twentieth Century. New York. Pp. 47—48.

OCLC 47119256.
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mixture of pig pancreas and plant ash called 'Zhu yi zi."
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soap#Ancient_Middle_East
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NsKDIT3rT10

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQCOhBNuLNs
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Pulpit Commentary

Verse 6. — Cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop. See on Leviticus 14:4-6 for
the significance of these things. The antiseptic and medicinal qualities of the
cedar (Juniperus oxycedrus) and hyssop (probably Capparis spinosa) make

their use readily intelligible; the symbolism of the "scarlet" is much more obscure.
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https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/studies-interpretation/ashes-of-the-red-

heifer.htm


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NsKDIT3rT10
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5 And the heifer shall be burned in his sight; her skin, her flesh, and her

blood, with her dung, shall be burned;

In this verse we have the burning of the skin, flesh, blood and dung of the
animal. On a side note, the smoke from this and other sacrifices do repel insects
which can carry diseases. A clear physical benefit to the sacrifices. There very
well could be chemical ingredients in the smoke from a burning animal that may

repel insects far better than just wood smoke.

6 and the priest shall take cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet stuff, and

cast them into the midst of the burning of the heifer.

Added to the fire is cedar wood, hyssop and a "scarlet thing.” The cedar oil came
from a kind of juniper tree that grew in both Israel and the Sinai. The cedar oil
irritates the skin, encouraging the person to vigorously rub the solution into his
hands. Hyssop oil contains 50% carvacol, which is an antifungal and antibacterial
agent that still used in medicines today. The scarlet thing, which in the Hebrew

text is the word fola (Strong's #8438, is literally the kermes worm (coccus ilicis),


https://www.ancient-hebrew.org/dictionary/8500.html#8438

an insect used for making a scarlet dye, but was also used in ancient times as an

astringint skin lotion.
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