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“It really was—and still is—an interesting kind of detective story ... We
really hope this i1s helpful to other institutions and researchers, because
we think this provides a good foundation for looking at other pieces,

even if it raises other questions.”

Fmwm¥bes F Mk aF . UpHrcX Bb BWY X caAx »wmkE U
cT EMHBMAROI I H pI3b AT NnTHKF F XHAHM
4YdF AMA>B aAB FNnTpHK FB Jo.lSalm,ﬂKCIJ

0.p3Y wYtrCe d9YfF AMA>B pmMTwmM RPE Y



——

wF¢1FM<1I\/|I FX OB WAUX UXF aio

S
FMKY¥ FyYbiBY XK. TOH.Ob I0IE xwybll aB pT1TXB

WphKFLU Wphp4UYT FMK aF pUbJlX F XXI
op>F wWAGCBHBY 6bxY MK

caxF pT1T2N1bPoobhFdpANMAABENK @TF
Y9 fF AMA>B OB F

TpoHIBMOLBIOF OMBIKOF pY 9F bt hXbF
WT A F 9dfF AMA>3 BUQFIZF MBHO auyll

t=




—

e M xFe bmMmUT M bBbBT ppYTT pwM
. FMK mK BWMYHBIOF oK Pl bOF cT
PT M

Museum of the Bible Chief Curatorial Officer Dr. Jeffrey
Kloha said. Orhe sophisticated and costly methods
employed to discover the truth about our collection could be
used to shed light on other suspicious fragments and
perhaps even be effective in uncovering who Is responsible

for these forgeries. 0

https://museumofthebible.org/dead -sea-scroll -fragments
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Moreover, each exhibits characteristics that suggest they are
deliberate forgeries created In the twentieth century with

the intent to mimic authentic Dead Sea Scroll fragments
https ://museumofthebible.org/dead  -sea-scroll -fragments
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agme'n't?appearing on the antiquities market after 2002
were notauthentic. .
hitps:/'www.biblicalarehaeology.org/daily/biblical -
artifacts/dead -sea-scrolls/fake -dead-sea-scrolls -exposed/
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» A 2017iSsue'ef the journal Dead Sea Discoveries focuses
‘p*eaf“cally onthe issue'of potential forgeries among these
fragments, raising further doubts, which are compounded

oy the lack of credible provenance.

Kipp Dauvis, Ira Rabin, Ines Feldman, Myriam  Krutzsch ,

Hasia Rimon , Arstein Justnes, Torleif Elgvin, and Mlchael

Langlois , Nine Dubious ®ead Sea Scrolls6Fragments from

the Twenty -First Century, opp. 18%228

Eibert Tigchelaar , @ Provisional List of Unprovenanced |,

Twenty -First Century Dead Sea Scrolls -like Fragments, opp.

17%88; and Kipp Davis, @aves of Dispute, 0pp. 229%270.

https://museumofthebible.org/dead -sea-scroll -fragments
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“In 2016 130f the museum & fragments were published by a
team of scholars in Dead Sea Scrolls Fragments in the
Museum Collection. Since publication , scholars have

exEressed growing concern about the authenticitx of some

of these fragments
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Based on analysis of the parchment, handwriting, ink, letter
forms, layout, and correspondences to modern printed

texts, Davis argues SCR.00317Q SCR003171SCR003172
SCR00317/3SCR0N03175and SCR.003183 in particular, show
(buzzling correspondences and alarmingly suspicious
features in these fragments [that] should at least disqualify
them from discussion as genuine textual artefacts from
antiquity and prompt further, urgent investigation into

their provenance. 6
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In'view of these concerns, the museum sponsored two
research projects on the authenticity of the scrolls. Dr. Kipp
Davis received a research grant to continue studies of the
provenance and paleographical aspects of all the post -2002
fragments, including those in the Museum Collections. In
addition, in April  2017the museum requested scientific
testing of five fragments by the Bundesanstalt far
Materialforschung und -prifung (BAM). This testing
iIncluded 3D digital microscopy and scanning X -ray
fluorescence (XRF) material analysis of the ink, sediment
layers, and chemical characteristics of the sediment.
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eir report, receivediin October 2018 raised further
susplcmns about the authenticity of all five tested fragments
(SCR000124 SCRPO3171SCR0031735CR0N03175and
SCR004742), which display characteristics inconsistent with
ancient origin. Museum of the Bible, in consultation with
external scholars, removed these from display at the
museum pending further research and information.
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Museum of the Bible displayed, upon opening in November
2017 five of its DSS fragments with exhibit  labels indicating

that authenticity had not yet been verified
https://museumofthebible.org/dead -sea-scroll -fragments
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