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F. Albright -“The Bible After Twenty Years of Archeology<”
1932-1952 ¢in Religion in Life XXI ¢4 <1952 «p. 540
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O. R. Sellers <“Radiocarbon Dating of Cloth from the Ain
Feshka Cave<” Bulletin of the American School of Oriental
Research <123 «Oct. <1951 <pp. 24f
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“It really was—and still is—an interesting kind of detective story ... We
really hope this i1s helpful to other institutions and researchers, because
we think this provides a good foundation for looking at other pieces,

even if it raises other questions.”
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Museum of the Bible Chief Curatorial Officer Dr. Jeffrey
Kloha said. “The sophisticated and costly methods
employed to discover the truth about our collection could be
used to shed light on other suspicious fragments and
perhaps even be effective in uncovering who is responsible
for these forgeries.”

https://museumofthebible.org/dead-sea-scroll-fragments
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Moreover, each exhibits characteristics that suggest they are
deliberate forgeries created in the twentieth century with
the intent to mimic authentic Dead Sea Scroll fragments.
https://museumofthebible.org/dead-sea-scroll-fragments



L

— — L@JQL_AJAYMA«.AQS11GAMSA\Q\JAﬂuU=JEMU\¢5\
"mng.u ol BN Ll W 55 )8 agd el A3 g al) ci it
255 sl s ghiadata e 2l g8 A8 (el 5 A 43 (A 5 L aSH) puaal

Lale o Al g c0EISH 59 Jall g Lg iy 68 La 1) Cunall ) cilda glada Allial
PR
Ledaay Laila g A8 038 9 603 guad) (G oual) B gL i ghada (i (3 22 g Ll

A0 A dalul) cida ghadall Lal slale Al gy Lo sidy (e (Al g ol g

elcﬁl.:.ab.aﬁ\olg.é hﬁ\@J%ﬂM\&ﬁdﬁYo&J&w&ﬂuuﬂ

Sl ogaa Gl (e Ll pidi a3 Jy A 1) dalad) ciliad) A () pad L ggS (B (RIS

Llas

sdaa by Jaa) Ao a Al Gaoa G ) clbighia 7 gl od) gailS ad g
staal) U ggaa 48 clualall



L

g AT Cillaghada il u\h\u.melﬁ Sy ol la e Aaic Y g dadlaia ddallaa GG
SRS Al e ad, sa8 Gl ) dlSdall L) LaS Lgub & gSdia g) B9 5a By
mw\@g@mﬁ‘fﬂu&whjgdgdﬁmgwuaﬁj\JAJIAQU\USAQ

B A A L gsdal) | luall (and a4 ga A Anaddl) Gl g dga )l
£ gud) (§ gudd)

%M3ZMJQJM@JJJA\M"AS§&Z\LJLMJS@L§§§&\ S 1A Lag)

@&MUMMJ\JMQJSQ@AU&QMMMUMQAM#G
Dol JiLiis) 8 ade g

Al g QLS il ghadla Lgd) Cibaluad (o) sledl 2002 Al dia Mal Luwld
3580 Jul adiga 8D LaS A & o< (gf 59 a Laila () pad il ghadia



———

| agments appearing on the antiquities market after 2002
were not authentic.
https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-

artifacts/dead-sea-scrolls/fake-dead-sea-scrolls-exposed/
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LA 2017 issue'of the journal Dead Sea Discoveries focuses
Ngl')’e'aﬁcally on the issue of potential forgeries among these
fragments, raising further doubts, which are compounded
by the lack of credible provenance.
Kipp Davis, Ira Rabin, Ines Feldman, Myriam Krutzsch,
Hasia Rimon, Arstein Justnes, Torleif Elgvin, and Michael
Langlois, “Nine Dubious ‘Dead Sea Scrolls’ Fragments from
the Twenty-First Century, pp. 189-228;
Eibert Tigchelaar, “A Provisional List of Unprovenanced,
Twenty-First Century Dead Sea Scrolls-like Fragments,” pp.
173-88; and Kipp Davis, “Caves of Dispute,” pp. 229—270.
https://museumofthebible.org/dead-sea-scroll-fragments



Md eﬁ\uw*um@djmuuw\muau
~ - 2016 4w & a2 52

In 2016, 13 of the museum’s fragments were published by a
team of scholars in Dead Sea Scrolls Fragments in the
Museum Collection. Since publication, scholars have
expressed growing concern about the authenticity of some
of these fragments
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Based on analysis of the parchment, handwriting, ink, letter
forms, layout, and correspondences to modern printed
texts, Davis argues SCR.003170, SCR.003171, SCR.003172,
SCR.003173, SCR.003175, and SCR.003183, in particular, show
“puzzling correspondences and alarmingly suspicious
features in these fragments [that] should at least disqualify
them from discussion as genuine textual artefacts from
antiquity and prompt further, urgent investigation into
their provenance.”
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In view of these concerns, the museum sponsored two
research projects on the authenticity of the scrolls. Dr. Kipp
Davis received a research grant to continue studies of the
provenance and paleographical aspects of all the post-2002
fragments, including those in the Museum Collections. In
addition, in April 2017 the museum requested scientific
testing of five fragments by the Bundesanstalt fir
Materialforschung und -priifung (BAM). This testing
included 3D digital microscopy and scanning X-ray
fluorescence (XRF) material analysis of the ink, sediment
layers, and chemical characteristics of the sediment.
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o Their report; received in October 2018, raised further

\gl'?s?).i'ﬁ‘(ms about the authenticity of all five tested fragments
(SCR.000124, SCR:003171, SCR 003173 SCR.003175, and
SCR.004742), which display characteristics inconsistent with
ancient origin. Museum of the Bible, in consultation with
external scholars, removed these from display at the
museum pending further research and information.
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Museum of the Bible displayed, upon opening in November
2017, five of its DSS fragments with exhibit labels indicating
that authenticity had not yet been verified.
https://museumofthebible.org/dead-sea-scroll-fragments
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Even afterthis thorough investigation, not everyone is
entirely convinced. According to renowned biblical scholar
Emanuel Tov, who served as editor-in-chief of the official
International Dead Sea Scroll Publication team for two
decades, in his mind these fragments have not all been

proven to be fakes beyond doubt.
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The team’s best guess is that the leather itself is ancient,
recovered from scraps found in the Judean desert or
elsewhere. One tantalizing possibility is that they come
from ancient leather shoes or sandals. One of the fragments
has a row of what look like artificially made holes, somewhat
similar to those found in Roman-era shoes.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/2020/03/muse
um-of-the-bible-dead-sea-scrolls-forgeries/
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Donate to the channel so that we can continue and develop

https: jjwwmpatrean.cnmj-

Donate via Paypal
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