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Her husband and fellow scientist Louis Leakey initially classified the
hominid as Zinjanthropus boisei and thought that it was an early ancestor
of modern humans that lived approximately 2 million years ago. However,
this contention was later withdrawn because of its robust australopithecine

features and the discovery of Homo habilis soon thereafter.
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Cela-Conde & Ayala, 158; Lewin & Foley, 235; Morell, 183.
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Mary Leakey, My Search, 52-53, 83; Lewin & Foley, 234.
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Morell, Virginia (1995). Ancestral Passions: The Leakey family and the

Quest for Humankind's Beginnings. New York: Simon & Schuster p181
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The megadont cheek teeth of Paranthropus boisei were four times the size

of our own.
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Bernard Wood, Daniel E. Lieberman. "Craniodental Variation in
Paranthropus boisei: A Developmental and Functional Perspective.'. Wiley

online library. doi:10.1002/ajpa.1097. Retrieved 26 October 2012.
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McHenry, H.M.; Coffing. K. (2000). "Australopithecus to Homo:
transformations in body and mind'. Annual Review of Anthropology 29 (1):

125-146.
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The species is sometimes referred to as “Nutcracker Man” because it has

the biggest, flattest cheek teeth and the thickest enamel of any known

hominin
Findings Challenge Conventional Ideas on Evolution of Human Diet, Natural
Selection Newswise, Retrieved on June 26, 2008.
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Cela-Conde, Camilo; Francisco Ayala (2007). Human Evolution: Trails from

the Past. Oxford: Oxford University 158
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Cela-Conde, Camilo; Francisco Ayala (2007). Human Evolution: Trails from

the Past. Oxford: Oxford University 158

Johanson, Donald; Blake Edgar (1996). From Lucy to Language. Principal

photography by David Brill. New York: Simon & Schuster. 156
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Bowman-Kruhm, Mary (2005). The Leakeys: A Biography. Greenwood

Publishing Group 67

Cela-Conde, Camilo; Francisco Ayala (2007). Human Evolution: Trails from

the Past. Oxford: Oxford University 158

Deacon, Jeanette (1999). Human beginnings in South Africa. Rowman

Altamira 56
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Dunsworth, Holly (2007). Human Origins 101. Greenwood Publishing Group
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contemporaneous newspapers referred to it as "Nutcracker Man" due to the
large posterior teeth and jaws which gave it a resemblance to vintage

nutcrackers

Cachel, Susan (2006). Primate and Human Evolution. Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press 48
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Paranthropus boisei—aka “Nutcracker Man”—has long been built from a

couple of skulls and a good bit of imagination.



Building Nutcracker Man from the Ground Up Dr. Elizabeth Mitchell on

January 18, 2014

3

M. Dominguez—Rodrigo et al., “First Partial Skeleton of a 1.34—Million-
Year-0OIld Paranthropus boisei from Bed Il, Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania,”

PLOS-One (December 2013),
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To do so would have ruined his announced discovery. C-14 tests on the
skull that *Reck found (the rest of the skeleton had disappeared from the
Munich museum) were made in 1974 and yielded a date of 16,920 years.
Although radiocarbon dating can have a wide margin of error, 16,920 is far
different than 1.75 million! Eventually *Leakey conceded that Nutcracker

Man was just another ape skull, like

Dart’s Taung Man.
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The C-14 dating of Nutcracker Man was only 10,100 years.

Origin of Life pp. 607-663
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scarch.) The formal name was later changed to Australopithecus boisei.

The ¢ Olduvai fossil was soon established as 1.75 million years
via tl I ation of radiometric dating (potassium/argon) in anthro-
polog ¢d an important milestone in the sdence.

Soon nj was uncarthed, parts of a second hominin were found.

This fossil proved much more gracile and possessed a larger brain and

smaller teeth. Leakey decided that this specimen - not Zinj — had been the
tool maker and that it was an early species of Homo, which he named Homo
habilis in 1964.%"°
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Lewin, Roger; Robert Foley (2004). Principles of Human Evolution (2 ed.).

Wiley-Blackwell 235

Spencer, Frank (1997). History of Physical Anthropology. Taylor & Francis
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No nuts for 'Nutcracker Man': Early human relative apparently chewed grass

instead

http://phys.org/news/2011-05-nuts—nutcracker—early—human-relative.html

http://eol.org/pages/4454137/details
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A complete fully human skeleton just above the location of the later find of

Nutcracker Man was discovered, in 1913, by the German anthropologist

*Hans Reck.

There was much discussion of these remains and *Louis Leakey personally
examined them in the 1930s. But in his 1959 press announcement, he
made no mention of them. To do so would have ruined his announced

discovery. C-14 tests on the skull that *Reck found (the rest of the



skeleton had disappeared from the Munich museum) were made in 1974
and yielded a date of 16,920 years. ....16,920 is far different from 1.75

million! Eventually *Leakey conceded that Nutcracker Man was just another

ape skull, like *Dart’s Taung Man.
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The Global Phenomenon of Human Fossil Footprints in Rock By Aaron

Judkins p 226

dadal) 8y gay



Nutcracker Man

Nadorucher Maw w26 found in 1959 by Lovis Leakey in the Okuvai Gorge in Bast Aftici, LR
and is onie of the Australopithecines discussed aboye. Since the Leakeys are frequently §on's
mentioned i articles about the bones of man's ancestors, we will here mention that Lows
Leakery wax bom inAftics; the #on of & misssonary. e and hiswife Mary both had doctorates.

Aftec his dearh, his son Richard confinued bone hunfing with his mather. Olduvai Gorge is | tia
located in East Afnca, about 100 miles west of Mount Kilimanjaro. It consists of 4 300-foot |
gorge that s cut thavugh five main hostzontsl beds ¥

Lows Leakey called his find Zenjanthmpus boesei, but the press called t "Nuteracker Man”
because it had a jaw much larger than the skull. This was probably anather case of mismatched
skull purts. The skull was very apelike, but some tools were neadby, o Leakey deaded thar |5 0 S8 8]
had to be half-buman. Skm evidence, but that ss how it goes m the annals of evolutionary
saence. When he fiest announced it, Leakey declared that it was the cadiest man, and was
600,000 years old! Although the age wits a guess, it came just as funds from Charles Bowse can
out. A new sponsor was needed, and the Natrona/ Geagraphee Sovesy stepped i and has funded

the Leakey's ever since. =

In 1961, the skull of Nutcracker Man was dated by the notoriously maccurate potassium-

argon method ar 1.75 mullion years. Thar story really made the headlines! In 1968, the same

matenals were dated by Carbon 14, which, although quite inaccurare, 1 far safer than
potassum-argon. The C-14 datmg of Nuterickee Man was only 10,100 years. But there 15 more:



Evolution: Beyond the Realm of Real Science By Christopher H. K. Persaud

p230

Nutcracker Man - This “missing link™ was discovered in 1959 by
Louis Leakey in the Olduvai Gorge in East Africa. The Nutcracker Man,
as Leakey’s discovery has come to be called because of a jaw that was
much larger than the rest of the skull, was classified as an example of the
Australopithecine genus (a variety of ape bones unearthed in East Africa).
Leakey actually named his find Zinjanthropus boisei.

Louis Leaky announced that the Nutcracker Man was the earliest
human and was 600,000 years old. Apparently some tools were found near
the skull and it was arbitrarily decided that the creature the fossil repre-
sented had to be half-human.

The skull of Nutcracker Man was dated in 1961 by the radiometric
potassium-argon method (known for producing grossly inaccurate results -
see discussion on geological and paleontological dating methods in Chapter
Six, Evolurion and Geology) at 1.75 million years old. Seven years later, in
1968, Leakey’s find was dated by the more reliable, but certainly not fool-
proof Carbon-14 method and its age was reckoned to be in the vicinity of

230



around 10, 000 years.

The disparities in the ages accorded Nutcracker Man (1.75 million, 600, 000
and 10, 000 years) revealed the more or less obscene measure of subjectivity
emploved by opportunistic evolutionists in their desperate attempts to locate a
“missing link” or “missing links” and the ridiculous lengths to which they would
go to coerce people into accepting their misguided postulations. The shameless
perpetrators of dishonesty simultaneously wy to convey the impression that
their deliberations fall within the parameters of proper scientific precept and
practice.

Unbeknownst to the world at large, the German anthropologist Hans Reck
had found a complete, fully human skeleton in 1913, just above the location of
the Nutcracker Man fossil find. Louis Leakey himself had examined Reck’s find
in the 1930°s but strangely did not mention the skeleton when he made the 1959
declaration about his fossil. Carbon—14 tests carried out in 1974 on the skull
of Hans Reck’s find produced an age of 16, 920 vears. Here were similar skulls,
found in the same location, and one was aged at 1.75 million vears and the other
at 17, 000 years. The difference in ages was remarkable, to say the least.

Incidentally, the skeleton that Hans Reck found in 1913, and that lay in the
Munich Museum, disappeared under circumstances that some people thought
were mysterious, Only the tested skull remained. In the end, Louis Leakey

admitted that the Nutcracker Man skull was simply the skull of an ape.
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In 1968 further radiometric tests using the carbon 14 technique were
applied to actual fossil mammalian bones found in the same location,
Olduvai Gorge, (Leakey et al. 1968) ..... where the Zinjanthropus was

found. The age of these fossil bones was reported as 10,100 years,

This paper by Leakey et al. (1968) contains a table summary of the ages for

each of the Olduvai Gorge beds.
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Jul 17, 1959 CE: Skull of New Hominid
Discovered

On July 17, 1959, British paleoanthropologist Mary Leakey
discovered a skull from an ancient hominid species,

Paranthropus boisei, or “southern ape.”
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Nutcracker Man

Among the hominin fossils
discovered and identified
by the Koobi Fora
Research Project is
Paranthropus boisei, or
"Nutcracker Man." The
project has also discovered
fossils of Homo rudolfensis
(named for Lake Rudolf,
the colonial name of Lake
Turkana), Paranthropus
aethiopicus,
Australopithecus
anamensis, and

Kenyanthropus platyops. <ok
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