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“One more transitional nail in the creationist coffin ... fervent fanatics that

deny evolution will find this exceptionally distressing”.

Trekgeekl, comment on story “New species of early hominid found”, 6
April 2010 (Available at http://www.physorg.com/news189771175.html, 10

April 2010.(
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African fossils put new spin on human origins story - BBC News -

Jonathan Amos - Retrieved 9 September 2011.
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and Homo lineages.
Timeline of hominin evolution
Different members of Australopithecus and Homo overlapped in time with one another for g
nearly one million years.
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.
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The study focused on change within each fossil species. But there is no
comparison to the magnitude of changes that occurred between hominid
taxa. This is problematic because most of the brain evolution in early Homo
likely characterized the initial origin of the lineage from an ancestral
australopithecine. It is no great surprise that H. habilis does not change
markedly over time, but what is surprising is the substantial jump in size
from earlier australopithecines like A. afarensis or A. africanus and later

Homo.

Brain expansion in A. boisei john hawks weblog 16 Feb 2005
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The species is known from six skeletons discovered in the Malapa Fossil

Site at the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site in South Africa,

Juliet King (June 4, 2010). "Australopithecus sediba fossil named by 17-
year-old Johannesburg student'. Origins Centre. Retrieved July 9, 2011.
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Malapa Cave, South Africa, by Lee Berger (University of the Witwatersrand,

Johannesburg),
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Australopithecus sediba from South Africa. Photo by Brett Eloff, courtesy
Lee Berger and the University of the Witwatersrand, obtained from

Wikimedia
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The fossil was dated using a combination of palaeomagnetism and
uranium-lead (U-Pb) dating which showed that the fossils are no older than
~2.0 Ma. The presence of animal species which became extinct at ~1.5 Ma
indicates the deposit is no younger than 1.5 Ma. The sediments have a
'normal’ magnetic polarity and the only major period between 2.0 and 1.5
Ma when this occurred is the Olduvai sub—Chron between 1.95 and 1.78

Ma

Dirks, P. H. G. M.; Kibii, J. M.; Kuhn, B. F.; Steininger, C.; Churchill, S. E.;
Kramers, J. D.; Pickering, R.; Farber, D. L. et al. (2010). "Geological setting
and age of Australopithecus sediba from Southern Africa". Science 328

(5975): 205-208.
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Mitchell, E., Menton, D. and Snelling, A., Sediba with a little sleight of

hand. 14 September 2011,

LMOJ:AAZ.SQALMOJ"AAZ weﬁingkaAQqu\?%agjaﬁwaéJ

Sopehi Jalia (1 ] Cuaal) lud¥) O g i

| list three fossils from Kenya and Tanzania dated by evolutionists at older
than 2 million years that, morphologically, are indistinguishable from
modern humans. Further, | list at least 18 Homo erectus fossils that are

dated by evolutionists between 1.75 and 2 million years.

Marvin L. Lubenow, Bones of Contention, revised edition (Grand Rapids:

Baker Books, 2004) 340, 350-351.

ligs LasasSsll s Liady

This interpretation is based on the observation that the lower jaw,
discovered by Friedemann Schrenk, of a 2.5 million year old fossil
attributed to H. rudolfensis is the oldest known fossil ascribed to the genus
Homo. This specimen is thus presumed to be older than the

Australopithecus sediba fossils.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australopithecus_sediba
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Berger, L. R.; de Ruiter, D. J.; Churchill, S. E.; Schmid, P.; Carlson, K. J.;
Dirks, P. H. G. M.; Kibii, J. M. (2010). “Australopithecus sediba: a new
species of Homo-like australopith from South Africa”. Science 328 (5975):

195-204.
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Australopithecus sediba’s mixture of primitive traits found in other

australopithecines and derived traits also found in Homo makes the


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australopithecus_sediba

evolutionary position of Au. Sediba an interesting question. Similar to other
australopithecine species, Au. Sediba is small in size, with long arms and
small cranial capacity. Its features are more derived than those of Au.

Anamensis and Au. Afarensis.
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The mandible and tooth size are quite gracile and similar to what one would

expect to find in H. erectus;
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