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“ape-like arms, primitive wrists and short but powerful curved fingers,....

could still climb trees, that is very clear with these long arms,”.

Thomas, H., A new face on our distant past, The Australian, p. 15, Friday 9

April, 2010.
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“the retention of arboreal features in MH2, together with its primitive

australopith-like upper limb, suggest that Au. sediba still regularly engaged

in arboreal behavior”.

Kibii, J.M., Churchill, S.E., Schmid, P., Carlson, K.J., Reed, N.D., de
Ruiter, D. J. and Berger, L. R., A partial pelvis of Australopithecus sediba,

Science, 333: 1416, 2011.
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other parts of Au. Sediba skeleton shows a body similar to that of other

australopithecines with long upper limbs and a small cranial capacity.
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Source: From Lee Berger et al., 2010. © 2012 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.



The hand and forearm of MH2
Palmar view

The nearly complete wrist and hand of an adult female from Malapa, South
Africa presents Australopithecus-like features, such as a strong flexor

apparatus associated with arboreal locomotion.



Kivell TL, Kibii JM, Churchill SE, Schmid P, Berger LR (2011).
“Australopithecus sediba hand demonstrates mosaic evolution of locomotor

and manipulative abilities”. Science 333 (6048): 1411-1417.
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Paleoanthropologist William Jungers “thinks it’s ‘an australopithecine hand

in essentially all relevant respects’ and didn’t manipulate objects in an

advanced, humanlike way”.

Gibbons, A., Skeletons present an exquisite paleo—puzzle, Science,

333:1371, 2011.
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“appears to have possessed powerful muscles for grasping, suggesting A.

sediba spent a lot of time clambering through the branches of trees”.



Amos, J., African fossils put new spin on human origins story. 8
September 2011, www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-14824435;

accessed 9 September 2011.
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general, Australopithecus sediba had small bodies with long arms.
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As reported by Ker Than, anthropologist Bernard Wood’s opinion is that
“A. sediba’s arms are too long—too apelike—and the species isn’t as well
adapted for upright walking as some scientists expect the direct ancestor to

the first humans to be.”



Than, K., “Key” Human Ancestor Found: Fossils Link Apes, First Humans?

8 April 2010 (Available at

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2010/04/100408fossils-

australopithecus-sediba-missing-link—new-species—human/, 9 April 2010)
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Kibii, J.M., Churchill, S.E., Schmid, P., Carlson, K.J., Reed, N.D., de
Ruiter, D. J. and Berger, L. R., A partial pelvis of Australopithecus sediba,

Science, 333:1410, 2011.
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However, A. sediba is apelike in possessing a more gracile calcaneal body

and a more robust medial malleolus than expected.



Zipfel B, DeSilva JM, Kidd RS, Carison KJ, Churchill SE, Berger LR (2011).
“The foot and ankle of Australopithecus sediba”. Science 333 (6048):

1417-1420.
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But the legs and feet point to a previously unknown way of walking upright.
With each step, Australopithecus sediba turned its foot inward with its

weight focused on the outer edge of the foot.
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“calcaneal and distal tibial morphology, despite habitual bipedal locomotion

in both species.”

Kibii, J.M., Churchill, S.E., Schmid, P., Carlson, K.J., Reed, N.D., de
Ruiter, D. J. and Berger, L. R., A partial pelvis of Australopithecus sediba,

Science, 333:1420, 2011.
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A Human Smile and Funny Walk

for Australopithecus sediba

Ann Gibbons. Science.

Apnl 12, 2013
DO 10 1126/s¢cience 3406129132
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