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From an unused root meaning to be sof, the thigh (from its fleshy softness); by
euphemism the generafive parts, figuratively a shank, flank, side: — X body,

loins, shaft, side, thigh.

Total KJV occurrences: 34
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The thigh was considered the source of posterity in the ancient world.



The Quest Study Bible

e Cn Ssed) suial) i 5] Laad
According to Rabbi Ibn Ezra, the phrase “under the thigh” means literally

that. For someone to allow his hand to be sat on was a sign of submission

to authority.
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According to the Ibn Ezra it means the thigh literally. Thus that was the custom in
those days, for a man to put his hand under the one who rules him. Meaning if
you are under my authority please put your hand under my thigh. And the master
sits with his thigh on the hand. Meaning it is as if he is saying, here my hand is
under your authority to fulfill your wishes. This custom still exists in India (in the
time of the Ibn Ezra). This is also the opinion of the Rashbam and the Chizkuni.

See also the Netziv in Ha’amek Davar and the Maharal in Gur Aryeh.
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'come near me", and | will make thee swear; and that, as a respectable method of
approach with the Egyptian, as Herodotus (1) relates, was by bowing the body
reciprocally when they met, and saluted one another, and by carrying their hands
to each other's knee; so some such like ceremony as embracing the knee, and
putting the hand under or round the thigh, might be used by servants when they

approached their masters;
Euterpe sive, I. 2.
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