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Paranthropus robustus or Australopithecus robustus
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and Homo lineages.

Timeline of hominin evolution

Different members of Australopithecus and Homo overlapped in time with one another for
nearly one million years.
Encyciopaedia Britannicg, Inc.
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The "robust" australopiths are a group of hominins with large cheek teeth

and strongly built jaws
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Figure 3: Proposed phylogenies for the “robust” hominins.

The first (3) suggests that the “robust” hominins from East and southern Africa form 3 monophyletic cisde and hence can be
grouped into the genus Parsnthropus: The second (b) posits that “robust” hominins criginated independently in East and
southern Africa. The third (¢}, onginally proposed by Skelton and l'.",cr-'.e'\ry"B links P boisel with F robustus to the exclusion of
F sethiopicus. Proponents of the |atter two modeis place the “robust” hominins in the genus Austrsiopithecus. Most
palecanthropologists subsceribe to either phylogeny '3’ or phylogeny '0'. Advocates of '3’ and ‘¢’ must explain how the less
denved (i.e.. less “robust’) P robustus evolved from the more derived and geologically older P boizei
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Typical of robust australopithecines, P. robustus had a head shaped a bit

like a gorilla's
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paranthropus_robustus
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The average brain size of P. robustus measured to only 410 and 530 cc,

about as large as a chimpanzee's.

Wood, B. & Strait, D. (2004). "Patterns of resource use in early Homo and

Paranthropus’. Journal of Human Evolution 46 (2): 119-162.

Scott, R.S., Ungar, P.S., Bergstrom, T.S., Brown, C.A., Grine, F.E.,
Teaford, M.F., and Walker, A. (2005). 'Dental microwear texture analysis

shows within—species dietary variability in fossil hominins'. Nature 436

(7051): 693-695.
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Paranthropus robustus face illustration, front view
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Australopithecus robustus Science Source
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sk48f.jpg
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Some paleoanthropologists assign them to a separate genus, Paranthropus.
None of the robust australopithecine species are regarded by evolutionists
as ancestors of true humans, but rather as side branches that met a dead

end,

Johanson, D. and Edgar, B., From Lucy to Language, Simon & Schuster

Editions, New York, p.152, 1996.
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Klein, R.K. and Edgar, B., The Dawn of Human Culture, John Wiley & Sons

Inc., New York, p. 41, 2002.
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Klein, R.K. and Edgar, B., The Dawn of Human Culture, John Wiley & Sons

Inc., New York, p. 39, 2002.
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according to Klein and Edgar, both species

‘possessed very ape-like upper bodies with long, powerful arms that would

have made them agile tree climbers’.

Klein, R.K. and Edgar, B., The Dawn of Human Culture, John Wiley & Sons

Inc., New York, p. 37, 2002.
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CT scans of the bony labyrinth of the inner ear showed that the
semicircular canal dimensions in crania attributed to robustus were similar

to that of extant great apes

Spoor, F., Wood, B. and Zonneveld, F., Implications of early hominid

labyrinthine morphology for evolution of human bipedal locomotion, Nature

369:645, 1994 .
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Swartkrans, Republic of South Africa & 1948 diiu i)
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The brain size of Australopithecus robustus, which currently can only be
estimated for one specimen (SK 1585), was 530 cm3, but a more recent

estimate has lowered that to 476 cm3.



Falk, D., Redmond Jr, J.C., Guyer, J., Conroy, G.C., Recheis, W., Weber,
G.W. and Seidler, H., Early hominid brain evolution: a new look at old

endocasts, J. Human Evolution 38: 708-709.
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