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so that the barren hath born seven; meaning herself, who had born many,

even five children besides Samuel, 1Sa 2:20 which either was the case before
this song was delivered; or rather what she believed would be the case after Eli
had blessed her, and prayed for the children by her; seven being a number put

for many, Pro 24:16.
Ancient Christian .u.&

ecause the barren woman has given birth to seven, while she who has many
children has become weak.” Had Hannah herself really borne seven children,

although she was barren? She had only one son when she spoke these words;



and even afterwards she did not give birth to seven, or to six, which would have

made Samuel the seventh. She had in fact three male and two female children.

R

The barren hath borne seven, meaning herself, for, though at present she had but
one son, yet that one being a Nazarite, devoted to God and employed in his
immediate service, he was to her as good as seven. Or it is the language of her
faith. Now that she had one she hoped for more, and was not disappointed; she
had five more (18a_2:21), so that if we reckon Samuel but for two, as we well
may, she has the number she promised herself: the barren hath borne seven,
while, on the other hand, she that hath many children has waxed feeble, and hath

left bearing.

s

Seven — That is, many, as seven is often used. She speaks in the prophetick
style, the past time, for the future; for though she had actually born but one, yet
she had a confident persuasion that she should have more, which was grounded
either upon some particular assurance from God; or rather upon the prayer or

prediction of Eli. She — That is, Peninnah.



NIC

and the number seven is used here as a poetic idiom for perfection. So, even a
barren woman like Hannah would be able to have the ideal number of children. In
fact, Hannah had only six children. [\W. \W. Hallo, Origins: The Ancient Near
Eastern Background of Some Modern Western Institutions (SHCANE 6; Leiden:

E. J. Brill, 1996), p. 169.]
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