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Lamentations 1:16.

Midrash Rabbah, Lamentations I, 16 § 51.

... BECAUSE THE COMFORTER IS FAR FROM ME, EVEN HE THAT SHOULD
REFRESH MY SOUL. What is the name of King Messiah?... R. Judan said in
the name of R. Aibu: His name is ‘Comforter’; as it is said, THE COMFORTER
IS FAR FROM ME. R. Hanina said: They do not really differ, because the
numerical value of the names is the same, so that ‘Comforter’ is identical with
‘Shoot’.

The following story supports what R. Judan said in the name of R. Aibu: It
happened that a man was ploughing, when one of his oxen lowed. An Arab
passed by and asked, ‘What are you ?’ He answered, ‘| am a Jew.’ HE said to
him, ‘Unharness your ox and untie your plough’ [as a mark of mourning]. ‘Why?’
he asked. ‘Because the Temple of the Jews is destroyed.’” He inquired, ‘From
where do you know this?’ He answered, ‘I know it from the lowing of your ox.’
While he was conversing with him, the ox lowed again. The Arab said to him,
‘Harness your ox and tie up your plough, because the deliverer of the Jews is

born.” ‘What is his name?’ he asked; and he answered, ‘His name is



“Comforter.” > ‘What is his father’s name?’ He answered, ‘Hezekiah.” ‘Where do

they live?’ He answered, ‘In Birath ’Arba in Bethlehem of Judah.’
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